
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to a Networking Event 
 

Solidarity with Syrian Civil Society and Social Movements 
 

The invisible side is the one that shines 
 

Sala Santi of CGIL, Corso d’Italia 25, Roma 
Friday, 31st March 2017 

H 9:00-17:00 
 

While peace talks, either led by the UN or Russia, do not lead to tangible results for the Syrian 
people, most citizens in Europe do not understand the conflict lines. They see Syrians either as 
victims and refugees, or as combatants, soldiers, terrorists. Civilians are perceived as trapped 
between lines and nominated in tragic body counts. In Italy, both civil society organizations and 
political forces mostly became tired of fighting on their competing conflict analysis and decided to 
do virtually nothing for Syria. Italian institutions dedicate resources to humanitarian aid but did not 
disseminate a plan to go beyond emergency programs. 
 
Meanwhile – as the “We Exist!” initiative declares - the backbone of resilience of most Syrians, 
both inside Syria and outside it, has been the Syrian civil society organizations that have either 
directly mobilized and organized aid or advocacy, or have played an intermediary role between 
international organizations and recipients of aid, also inside Syria and abroad. It is thanks to the 
relentless efforts of young Syrian men and women that another narrative of the crisis has managed 
to forge its way in the global media and with international political stakeholders: that of a Syria 
that embraces differences, rests on democratic values, and seeks to create an active role for civil 
society in the future Syria, just like it does today in the midst of the crisis.   
 
Since decades, Syrian civil society struggles to emerge as pivotal force able to counterbalance the 
traditional political, military and economic circles of formal and informal Syrian powers. Thus, 
before and after the 2011 uprising the role of civil society has often been perceived as political, 
aimed at disrupting the institutional framework of the State. On the contrary, before and after 2011 
many active professionals and activists inside and outside the country have been spending huge 
efforts to promote civil society organisations (CSOs) as entities not directly involved in the political 
arena, and not subsequently dragged into the ongoing armed and geopolitical confrontation inside 
the country. But the increasing territorial fragmentation and sectarian/cultural polarization challenge 
CSOs’ ability to keep Syrian local communities tied together through the identification of 
convergent socio-economic interests. 
 
Civil society in Syria has evolved dramatically over the course of the conflict. When the uprising 
began, more Syrians started organizing themselves, united in a common desire to promote human 
rights. Syrian civil society has increasingly developed the breath of their knowledge and 
understanding of the needs of the country and on international standards and mechanisms for the 
protection of human rights and promotion of transitional justice. All this accumulated experience 
can, and has to, contribute to the foundations for a new democratic Syria.  
 
We are inviting to Italy some of these key professionals and activists, connected to various 
communities inside Syria, to present and discuss their work and their visions.They try to keep as 



independent as possible from political and military factions. They may take sides, but they are ready 
to cross over conflict lines and talk to those of other factions. They practice dialogue and identify 
nonviolent solutions. They open paths to peace every day. 
 
Together with them, we aim at: 
 

- advocating for stronger support to the Syrian civil society with Italian institutions both in 
terms of international cooperation and in terms of Italian political engagement in second 
track diplomatic initiatives for Syria (to this end, advocacy meetings are being organized on 
March 30) 

- portraying to Italian media a vision of the active nongovernmental forces that protect life in 
Syria today, who ask to prioritize human rights issues in peace negotiations, and have a 
vision for nonviolent conflict transformation 

- building a stronger bridge of solidarity among Italian and Syrian civil society organizations 
and social movements, based on a concrete exchange of ideas on the obstacles that need to 
be overcome in Syria by those acting at the grassroots level, and the kind of international 
solidarity they need 

 
Agenda for the networking event 

with Italian/European civil society, media and private foundations on March31 
Working language: English 

 
Time Session 
9:00-10:30 Opening plenary: 

• Mapping Syrian civil society, with its strengths and weaknesses 
• Mapping the actual work and commitment for Syria of Italian CSOs 

10:30-11:00 Break 
11:00-13:00 Parallel working groups: 

• Media, representation and propaganda around the Syrian conflict 
• Cooperation, knowledge sharing, and capacity building for Syrian civil 

society 
• Transitional justice and peacebuilding 
• Participation of Syrian women in social and political life 
• Protection of human rights defenders and prisoners 

13:00-14:30 Lunch 
14:30-15:30 Reporting in plenary by the working groups 
15:30-17:00 Final plenary:  

• Sharing reflections 
• Drafting a joint plan of action 

 
For your entrance in CGIL to be authorized, please confirm your attendance by March 28 

writing to: martina.pentimalli@unponteper.it 
 

This advocacy and networking initiative is supported by Fondation Assistance Internationale and 
the European Union, through Un ponte per… and No Peace Without Justice 

 
We thank the Italian General Confederation of Labour (CGIL) for hosting and support the event. 

 
 


