
WHO WE ARE
Created within the Italian National Association for 
Civilian Victims of War (ANVCG), L’Osservatorio 
is a research centre that monitors and analyzes 
the consequences of conflicts on civilians in the 
world. L’Osservatorio is developed through the 
cooperation of 3 coordinators, 11 experts, 35 United 
Nations volunteers and a few interns from American 
universities.

WHAT WE DO

To fulfil its mission, L’Osservatorio:

Information:
•Compiles well founded conflict profile fact 

sheets;

•Provides regular updates on conflicts and their 

consequences for/on civilians;

•Conducts ad hoc research on specific armed con-

flicts, echoing the voices of the victims.

Archive:
•Archives memories of civilians involved in armed 

conflicts and ensures their global accessibility.

Network:
•Juxtaposes past memories of Italian civilian 

victims of the Second World War with those of 

contemporary conflicts;

•Translates past and present memories into learn-

ing tools to help to “save succeeding generations 

from the scourge of war”.

EXPECTED OUTPUT
By the end of 2017, L’Osservatorio aims to publish 
research papers on the following subjects:

•Protection of civilian victims in Italy.

Author: Maria Marinello

• Journey of an Afghan Refugee to Germany.

Author: James Weir

•Drones and demining in the Balkan floods.

Author: Giulio Coppi (Fordham University)

• Use of 3D printers for producing local and low-cost 

prosthetic limbs for civilian victims of the explosives.

Author: Giulio Coppi (Fordham University)

•Rape as a weapon of war: from inevitable occurrence 

to international crime.

Author: Maria Marinello

•Forgotten stories of civilian casualties in Dalmatia 

between 1941 and 1943.

Author: Fiorella Perrone (Università del Salento)

• Judiciary and extra-judiciary reparations for civilian 

victims in DRC: the case of the trial of Thomas Lubanga.

Author: Guy Mushiata

•Ratification by Italy of the International Convention 

on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance.

Author: Maria Marinello

•The case of Falsos Positivos in Colombia.

Author: Flavia Famà

• Colombian peace process.

Author: Leone Hadavi

• Evolution of mixed international tribunals.

Author: Francesca Mauri

• Tales of war. Italian journalists, photojournalists and 

documentarians: civilian victims of conflicts from 1943 

to the present day

Author: Giulio Vasaturo

• A day with the young in the refugee camp of Mahama.

Author: Martina Gastaldello

• 20 country profile factsheets that present the 

roots of the conflicts, the humanitarian situation, 

peacekeeping operations, ongoing development 

projects and launched processes of transitional justice 

(institutional reforms, criminal proceedings, memory 

and reparations).

OUR MISSION 
Our mission is to document the experiences 
of civilians in conflicts, by presenting their 
subjective perspectives and to assess the 
economic and social impact on victims, as well 
as their resilience.
 

VISION
Our vision is to consider the memory of the 
conflict as an instrument to cope with the past, 
to help the present and to warn the future.



PROJECTS

HOW WE WORK

• Psychological support to Palestinian minors of Homs.

• Construction of a recreational area for Palestinian 

kids taking refuge in Homs camp. In partnership with 

UNRWA-Italia

• Gender equality in the recovery phase after a crisis.

• The aim of making the first video was to stress the 

importance of taking a gender-based approach to 

policy-shaping in the post-crisis phase. In partnership 

with UNDP, United Nations Development Programme.

L’Osservatorio operates in contexts where it pools 
resources with local and international actors already 
working in the field and where such partnerships can 
generate added value in order to achieve our objec-
tives, the first of which is to care for civilian victims.   

The memories of civilian victims of armed conflicts are 
intrinsically linked to the political and socio-economic 
context from which they are gathered. As all stories 
are recounted in the first person, the victims them-
selves become the authors of the archive. Testimonies 
of victims build up a memory archive containing a 
wealth of past and present life experiences during 
conflicts.

L’Osservatorio maintains objectivity and impartiality 
with regard to analyzing the parties to a conflict. All 
parties involved in an armed conflict are studied in 
accordance with the same criteria in order to make 
sure that the voice of victims is respected. L’Osserva-

torio, due to complexity of armed conflicts, seeks out 
information from a range of heterogeneous sources: 
academic research centres, journalists, activists, state 
officials, and field staff of national and international 
civil society actors.

OUR PROGRAMMATIC VISION
L’Osservatorio fully recognises that it has an ambi-
tious mission inherent in its mandate, which, espe-
cially, requires considering civil victims of war as 
actors of change.

L’Osservatorio supports all activists who fight for 
accountability for committed crimes to guarantee 
punishment of perpetrators and access to justice to 
civilian victims.

Research documents and analysis of L’Osservatorio 
are designed to be circulated through different me-
dia such as print, web and press conferences.

To achieve all of these objectives, L’Osservato-

rio relies on voluntary contributions. The ANVCG 
supports, with available resources, L’Osservatorio 
by funding both programmes and research. As 
we scale up to meet growing demand, we will be 
looking to diversify and increase our funding base, 
reaching out to national and international, private 
and public donors.

losservatorio.org

info@losservatorio.org

@OsservatorioOrg


