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Madame President, Distinguished Delegates,  

 

it is a great honour to address, on behalf of the Italian Government, this 
body. Italy firmly believes in the fundamental and unique role of the 

Human Rights Council for the promotion and protection of human rights 

worldwide.  
 

Italy fully supports the High Commissioner for Human Rights and Her 

Office, the Special Procedures (that have a “standing invitation” to Italy), 

the Treaty Bodies and the other Mechanisms. 

 
The “motto” we choose for our current mandate on the Council is 

“Human Rights for Peace”: we are indeed convinced that only when 

human rights and fundamental freedoms are guaranteed to all, societies 
can be peaceful, resilient and can focus on their sustainable harmonic 

development.  

 
In 2020, we will continue to foster progress in the priority issues of our 

mandate as member of the Council: 

 
On the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and the 20th anniversary 

of Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, we are devoting 

enhanced attention to the rights of women and girls, including sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, and to women empowerment.  

We are focusing on fighting discrimination and violence (including sexual 

and domestic violence, child, early and forced marriage).  
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We warmly welcome the strong commitment of many countries, such as 

Burkina Faso, to combat female genital mutilations.  

 

Armed conflicts have devastating impact on children that are deprived of 

their childhood, of their education, of the hope for a future. On the 20th 
anniversary of the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in 

Armed Conflict, we are committed to protect children’s rights, with a 
focus on conflict and post-conflict contexts. 

 

We will continue eagerly campaigning against death penalty: we 
congratulate Angola and Palestine for ratifying the Second Protocol on 

the abolition of death penalty, and Armenia that signed it. 

And we will spare no efforts to get an ever wider support to the 8th UNGA 

Resolution on a universal moratorium. 

 

The fight against all forms of discrimination, including based on: 
- sex, sexual orientation and gender identity, 

- race, ethnic or social origin,  

- religion or belief,  
- political or any other opinion,  

- disability,  

- age,  
will continue to be a top priority for Italy. 

  

We will continue to support freedom of religion or belief and the 
preservation of cultural and religious heritage.  

 

To face the scourge of trafficking in human beings partnership and 
shared responsibility are the only viable approach.  

 

Civil society organizations and human rights defenders are our main 
allies in promoting and protecting human rights. It is our common 

responsibility to protect them. 

 
We highly value the essential role of the civil society in urging States 

and the International Organizations to do more to guarantee respect for 

human rights.  
 



3 

We are aware that new issues need to be tackled by this Council.  

 
We need an ever stronger focus on the link between environment and 

human rights: climate change and environmental degradation – including 

desertification – pose serious threats to the security and wellbeing of many 
populations, thus hindering the enjoyment of their human rights.  

 
New and emerging digital technologies are increasingly high on the 

international agenda. 

They have positive impact on access to information, basic services and 
economic opportunities. 

But they also entail potential new risks (social control systems, online hate 

speech, interferences in democratic processes, etc.).  
Italy brings forward a technology neutral approach: international 

humanitarian law and human rights law apply in cyber space and States 

must abide by their international obligations, regardless of the technology 
used.  

 

Last November Italy underwent the Universal Periodic Review, a key 
(and very effective) tool for monitoring and improving human rights 

worldwide.  

 
We are deeply concerned by human rights situation in many areas of 

the world. 

 
The dire human rights and humanitarian situation in Syria is particularly 

distressing. Idlib presents dreadful conditions for its inhabitants.  

The most vulnerable groups (children, women, persons with disabilities) 
are particularly exposed to violence and abuses.  

We will continue to provide humanitarian assistance to the civilian 

population in Syria and in its neighbouring countries.  
We call on all parties, especially the Syrian authorities, for: 

- full, unhindered and sustained humanitarian access; 

- respect for international humanitarian and human rights law; 
- accountability for crimes committed during the conflict.  

Attacks on medical facilities and aid personnel must stop.  
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We urge all parties to refrain from the use of violence and we reiterate 

our full support to the UN Special Envoy Pedersen for a credible, political 
solution to the longstanding conflict. 

 

The humanitarian conditions of the civilian population in Yemen are 
matters of very serious concern. All parties must respect International 

Humanitarian Law. A durable and effective cessation of hostilities, which 
would create proper conditions to ensure unhindered access of medical and 

humanitarian personnel and to protect civilians, remains a top priority.  

 

Italy is concerned by the worsening of the humanitarian and human rights 

situation in Libya and calls upon all actors to end impunity for human 

rights and international humanitarian law violations.  
We support the efforts carried out by the Libyan Authorities, in 

cooperation with the UN Agencies, to improve the conditions of migrants, 

refugees and internally displaced persons. Italy is also engaged in direct 
humanitarian evacuations of vulnerable refugees from Libya. We 

acknowledge that more needs to be done and we remain committed to 

support Libya in this critical endeavor.  

 

While recognizing Egypt’s role for regional stability, we call on the 

government to guarantee full respect for the rights and freedoms stipulated 
in its Constitution, to address alleged cases of enforced disappearance and 

to shed light on the circumstances of the death of the Italian citizen Giulio 

Regeni.  

 

Recognizing the first steps taken to improve the situation, we call on the 

Government of Myanmar to cooperate with the Independent Investigative 
Mechanism and to ensure accountability, while promoting national 

reconciliation. Conditions for the safe, voluntary, dignified and sustainable 

return of refugees and forcibly displaced persons must be put in place at 
the earliest.  

 

Now that Venezuela is a member of the Council, we expect its 
Government to further facilitate humanitarian assistance, to fully cooperate 

with the Council mechanisms, to refrain from further violations of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms and to cease intimidations and arbitrary 
decisions against members of the National Assembly and the opposition.  
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The lack of progress toward a viable democratic solution to the enduring 
crisis in Nicaragua remains a serious matter of concern. Italy urges the 

Nicaraguan authorities to undertake any possible measure in order to 

engage in a comprehensive national dialogue with the opposition.  
 

 

Thank you, Madame President. 


