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PART ONE: PART ONE: 
THEORETICALTHEORETICAL & & EUROPEANEUROPEAN FRAMEWORKFRAMEWORK

Economic and 
social changes in European and global perspective:
–– Overview of (disciplinary) approaches and methodologiesOverview of (disciplinary) approaches and methodologies
–– Social  Changes in EuropeSocial  Changes in Europe
–– European  sociologyEuropean  sociology

PastPast, present and , present and future:future:
–– CharacteristicsCharacteristics EuropeanEuropean civilisationcivilisation
–– EuropeanEuropean integrationintegration processprocess: : overviewoverview
–– AssessmentAssessment of the of the existingexisting EuropeanEuropean debatedebate

LBE/JMC
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Module  2 : EuropeEurope ::

Th e ore t ical Fram e w ork : Th e ore t ical Fram e w ork : 



EuropeEurope-- EU:EU: past, present and past, present and futurefuture

LBE/JMC 2011

–– II. . Europe:  the name of a civilisationEurope:  the name of a civilisation

–– II. II. European Union: MilestonesEuropean Union: Milestones in the in the EuropeanEuropean
integrationintegration proces: Continuous search between proces: Continuous search between 
integration  and diversityintegration  and diversity

–– III. III. AssessmentAssessment



EuropeEurope: : the name of a civilisationthe name of a civilisation

IntroductionIntroduction
Historical phases Historical phases 
““SomeSome quotationsquotations””

I.I. MultiMulti--facedfaced EuropeEurope

II.II. ArtisticArtistic EuropeEurope

III.III. Visual Visual EuropeEurope: : mapsmaps, images, , images, figuresfigures & & symbolssymbols
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EuropeEurope: the : the namename of a of a civilisationcivilisation::
IntroductionIntroduction

DifferentDifferent expressionsexpressions//historicalhistorical stagesstages over time:over time:

ReligiousReligious, , mythicalmythical and and artisticartistic backgroundbackground
GeoGeo--politicalpolitical entityentity: : AristotleAristotle ((PoliteiaPoliteia) Alexander the Great) Alexander the Great
Roman empire: Roman empire: EuropeEurope shiftingshifting toto the Westthe West
EuropeEurope in the Middle in the Middle AgesAges: Christian  era (a : Christian  era (a sensesense of of 
community, Charles  the Great, community, Charles  the Great, CrusadesCrusades))
NationNation--StateState and and rebirthrebirth of of GreekGreek classicsclassics: Renaissance: Renaissance
EuropeEurope in the 19th in the 19th centurycentury: : TreatyTreaty of Vienna (1815) of Vienna (1815) toto fixfix
boundariesboundaries;  ;  NapoleonicNapoleonic eraera
PoliticalPolitical and and EconomicEconomic EuropeEurope: EEC 6 EU (20th : EEC 6 EU (20th centurycentury))
EuropeEurope at a cross road: at a cross road: ““culturalcultural”” EuropeEurope and a global  and a global  actoractor, , 
globalisationglobalisation vs vs europeanisationeuropeanisation
Global Global crisiscrisis.  Quo .  Quo vadisvadis EuropeEurope?  ?  
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EuropeEurope: the : the namename of a of a civilisationcivilisation::
““QuotationsQuotations””

““Europe is not any longer an abstract concept, neither is Europe is not any longer an abstract concept, neither is 
it a mere geographical, difficult confining area. It is a it a mere geographical, difficult confining area. It is a 
culture circle/environment, a community.  Now it is on culture circle/environment, a community.  Now it is on 
the way to become an ordered society, with citizens the way to become an ordered society, with citizens 
who take up civil responsibility for the whole, although who take up civil responsibility for the whole, although 
this is not ye t clear for m any.  Transition times as ours this is not ye t clear for m any.  Transition times as ours 
are characterized by extraare characterized by extra--chaos. The hope is focuses chaos. The hope is focuses 

on a change in continuity.  But a radical change.on a change in continuity.  But a radical change.””
(H. (H. BrugmansBrugmans, first rector  College of Europe, Bruges (B) ,1962), first rector  College of Europe, Bruges (B) ,1962)



EuropeEurope: the : the namename of a of a civilisationcivilisation::
““QuotationsQuotations””

““The vocation of Europe is not to impose but to inspire.The vocation of Europe is not to impose but to inspire.””
(V. Havel)(V. Havel)

““You do not fall in love with the internal market.You do not fall in love with the internal market.””

(J. (J. DelorsDelors))
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EuropeEurope: the : the namename of a of a civilisationcivilisation::
““QuotationsQuotations””

(Jeremy Rifkin, The European Dream, 2004) (Jeremy Rifkin, The European Dream, 2004) 

–– PresidentPresident ofof the the FoundationFoundation on on EconomicEconomic TrendsTrends
–– AuthorAuthor ofof , , , , 

, , , , , and , and 
..

–– AdvisorAdvisor toto the the EuropeanEuropean CommissionCommission, , EuropeanEuropean ParliamentParliament and and severqalseverqal
headsheads ofof GovernmentGovernment ((SpainSpain, France, , France, GermanyGermany, , PortugalPortugal and Slovenia)and Slovenia)

““The European Dream emphasizes community relationships over The European Dream emphasizes community relationships over 
individual autonomy, cultural diversity over assimilation, qualiindividual autonomy, cultural diversity over assimilation, quality ty 
of life over accumulation of wealth, sustainable development of life over accumulation of wealth, sustainable development 
over unlimited material growth, deep play over unrelenting toil,over unlimited material growth, deep play over unrelenting toil,
universal human rights and the rights of nature over property universal human rights and the rights of nature over property 
rights, and global cooperation over the unilateral exercise of rights, and global cooperation over the unilateral exercise of 
power. The new European Dream is powerful because it dares power. The new European Dream is powerful because it dares 
to suggest a new history, with an attention to quality of life, to suggest a new history, with an attention to quality of life, 
sustainability, and peace and harmony.sustainability, and peace and harmony.””

The The EmpathicEmpathic CivilizationCivilization The The HydrogenHydrogen EconomyEconomy The The 
EuropeanEuropean DreamDream The End The End ofof WorkWork The The AgeAge ofof AccessAccess The The BiotechBiotech
CenturyCentury



I. I. MultiMulti--faced Europefaced Europe

MythsMyths

HistoricalHistorical FiguresFigures

PatronsPatrons

PoliticalPolitical FiguresFigures//FoundingFounding FathersFathers
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Mythical Europe: “Zeus kidnaps Europe”
Fresco from Pompeï, Naples, National Museum



Alexander the Great (4th b Chr)

Charles the Great (742-814): 
Father of Europe?
(Albrecht Dürer, Neurenberg



Saint Benedict of Norcia (6th c)
Patron of Europe



S. Cyrillius (827-869) & Methodius (825-885)
Patrons of Europe: 

Roman  and Eastern Churches





European institutions:European institutions: placesplaces



II. ARTISTIC ILLUSTRATIONSII. ARTISTIC ILLUSTRATIONS

Paintings: Paintings: 

–– ““HarmoniousHarmonious”” EuropeEurope

–– ““TriumphantTriumphant”” EuropeEurope
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Harmonious Europe: “Good Governance”: the 7 virtues
Fresco Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Siena (14th c)



Harmonious Europe: Consequences of good governance between the city and the countryside  
A. Lorenzetti, Siena    (14th c)                                



Harmonious Europe: Good Governance
A. Lorenzetti, Siena (14th c)





III. VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS: III. VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS: 
MAPS, IMAGES, FIGURES & SYMBOLSMAPS, IMAGES, FIGURES & SYMBOLS

1.1. CartographicCartographic

2.2. SymbolicSymbolic

3.3. FactualFactual

4.4. InterpretativeInterpretative

5.5. EuropeanEuropean symbolssymbols



1. 1. CartographicCartographic



World map  by Ptolemaeus: “Blowing the winds”
Portulanmap



The  Ps alte r Map (cfr the  book of Ps alm s ):  
- characte ris tic of m e diae val w orld m aps , 
- Focus  on the  w riting s of the  Church fathe rs
ra the r than g e og raphy

- Je rus ale m  in the  ce ntre



Portulan map of the Mediterranean: 
Europe seen from  the coasts and ports

Gabriel  de Valesca, Barcelona, Maritime Museum



EUROPE in1648: Peace of Westphalia





Europe of the Twelve (1/01/1993)



EUROPEAN UNION



EU 2011EU 2011



Regions in the EU





2. 2. SymbolicSymbolic representationsrepresentations



Symbolic map
Symbolic Map



Symbolic map: “Europe at war”



3. 3. FactualFactual RepresentationsRepresentations



Phases of European integration process



Eurostat: Statistical  Information

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
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Size of EU Economy Size of EU Economy 

EU China J Russia US EU China J Russia US

12 508

1 326

3 329

468

9 819

25 100

4 400

27 800

12 200

38 700 

Size of economy: Gross Domestic Product in
billion of euros, 2008

Wealth per person: Gross Domestic Product
per person 2008



Surface Surface vsvs Inhabitants Inhabitants 

497

1322

128 142

301

EU China Japan Russia United States

500

1339

128 142

307

Population in millions , 2 0 0 9



The EU in a comparative perspective: The EU in a comparative perspective: 
Surface Surface vsvs Inhabitants Inhabitants 

S u rfa c e  a re a ,  1  0 0 0  km ²

EU China Japan Russia United States

16 889

9327 9159

4234

365



Factual  Information



4. 4. InterpretativeInterpretative representationsrepresentations



“Stereotype Europe”



“European nationalities”

(Ciemen)



Nationality map of East, Central & Southeast Europe
(1989-1992)



USE: utopia?
(Heineken)



5. EU symbols5. EU symbols

European Flag with the 12 stars: European Flag with the 12 stars: 
-- Plenitude and perfectionPlenitude and perfection
European mottoEuropean motto
-- Unity in diversity Unity in diversity --
European AnthemEuropean Anthem

of Beethoven Ninth Symphonyof Beethoven Ninth Symphony
Europe Day Europe Day 
-- 9th of May 1950: celebrating the Schuman 9th of May 1950: celebrating the Schuman 
Declaration Declaration 
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In In varietatevarietate concordiaconcordia

-- Ode to JoyOde to Joy
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