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For these reasons, the States Parties to this Constitution, believing in full 
and equal opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit 
of objective truth, and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge, 
are agreed and determined to develop and to increase the means of 
communication between their peoples and to employ these means for 
the purposes of mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect 
knowledge of each other’s lives.
In consequence whereof they do hereby create the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for the purpose of 
advancing, through the educational and scientific and cultural relations 
of the peoples of the world, the objectives of international peace 
and of the common welfare of mankind for which the United Nations 
Organization was established and which its Charter proclaims.

Article 1. Purposes and functions
1. The purpose of the Organization is to contribute to peace and security 
by promoting collaboration among the nations through education, 
science and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for 
the rule of law and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms 
which are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinction of 
race, sex, language or religion, by the Charter of the United Nations.

Briand-Kellogg Pact (1928)

Article 1
The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare in the names of their 
respective peoples that they condemn recourse to war for the solution of 
international controversies, and renounce it, as an instrument of national 
policy in their relations with one another.

Article 2
The High Contracting Parties agree that the settlement or solution of 
all disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they 
may be, which may arise among them, shall never be sought except by 
pacific means.

C) United Nations Human Rights Treaties

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(1966) (excerpts)

Preamble
The States Parties to the present Covenant, 
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Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the 
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and 
of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 
Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the 
human person, 
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and 
want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone 
may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and 
political rights, 
Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United 
Nations to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human 
rights and freedoms, 
Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to 
the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for 
the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present 
Covenant, 
Agree upon the following articles: 

Article 13
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of 
everyone to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the 
full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, 
and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. They further agree that education shall enable all persons to 
participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance 
and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, 
and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of 
peace. 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) 
(excerpts)

Preamble
The States Parties to the present Covenant, 
Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the 
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and 
of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 
Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the 
human person, 
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom 
and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are 
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created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political rights, as well 
as his economic, social and cultural rights, 
Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United 
Nations to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human 
rights and freedoms, 
Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to 
the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for 
the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present 
Covenant, 
Agree upon the following articles:

Article 20 
1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law. 
2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by 
law. 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) (excerpts)

Preamble
[...] Considering that the child should be fully prepared to live on 
individual life in society, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals 
proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations, and in particular in the 
spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity.

Article 3
1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or 
private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative autho-
rities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a 
primary consideration.

Article 29
1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:
b) The development of respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms, and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations.

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (2000) 
(excerpts)

Article 1
States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that members of 
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their armed forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take 
a direct part in hostilities.

Article 2
States Parties shall ensure that persons who have not attained the age of 
18 years are not compulsorily recruited into their armed forces.

Article 4
1. Armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State should 
not, under any circumstances, recruit or use in hostilities persons under 
the age of 18 years.
2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to prevent such recruit-
ment and use, including the adoption of legal measures necessary to 
prohibit and criminalize such practices.
3. The application of the present article shall not affect the legal status 
of any party to an armed conflict.

D) United Nations Human Rights Declarations and Resolutions

Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace 
(1978) (excerpts)
(A/RES/33/73) 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling that in the Charter the peoples of the United Nations pro-
claimed their determination to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war and that one of the fundamental purposes of the United 
Nations is to maintain international peace and security, 
Reaffirming that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 95 
(I) of 11 December 1946, planning, preparation, initiation or waging of 
a war of aggression are crimes against peace and that, pursuant to 
the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations, of 24 October 1970, and the Definition of 
Aggression of 14 December 1974, a war of aggression constitutes a crime 
against the peace, 
Reaffirming the right of individuals, States and all mankind to life in peace, 
Aware that, since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of 
men that the defences of peace must be constructed, 
Recognizing that peace among nations is mankind’s paramount value, 
held in the highest esteem by all principal political, social and religious 
movements, 
Guided by the lofty goal of preparing societies for and creating conditions 
of their common existence and co-operation in peace, equality, mutual 
confidence and understanding, 


