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The rights of peoples, the right

to self-determination, the right to peace,
the right to development

and the right to permanent

sovereignty over natural resources.

A bibliography

This bibliography refers to the rights of peoples, to the relationship bet-
ween these rights and human rights, and to some of the rights which, in recent
years, have been described as the rights of peoples, such as the right to self-
determination, the right to permanent sovereignty over natural resources, the right
to development and the right to peace.

This is an updating and re-formulation of the bibliography-published in the
report I prepared for the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities on “The Right to Self-determination: The Implementation
of United Nations Resolutions”, United Nations, published in New York in 1979
(E/CN.4/S5ub.2/405/Rev. 1), (Sales No. 79, XIV 5).

The subject of the rights of peoples — their nature, the relationship between
collective rights and individual rights (in so far as their beneficiaries are human
beings, they include not only civil and political rights, but also economic, social
and cultural rights), the link between the rights of peoples and human rights, and
all matters regarding the various rights that have been understood as rights of
peoples — is one that has undergone intensive and controversial changes in
approach in recent years. In fact, the legal issues raised by these rights, the
differences between the way in which they are viewed at present and the traditio-
nal position of legal doctrine — which as a result has undergone undeniably pro-
found changes — the political problems very often involved, the relationship bet-
ween people’s rights and both the ideas underlying the promotion of a New
International Economic Order and the struggle against colonialism and neo-impe-
rialism, all this has made for impassioned debate on the subject of people’s rights.
It cannot be denied that the general theme of the rights of peoples and their
relationship with human rights and the rights to self-determination, development,
permanent sovereignty over natural wealth and resources, and peace, is currently
one of the most dynamic aspects of modern international law. It figures prominen-
tly among the subjects that per se and in their bearing on other essential compo-
nents of the current Law of Nations — such as the definition of the subject in
international law, the equality and sovereignty of States, prohibition of the use of
force in international relations, international interdependence and solidarity — are a
central focus of legal and political attention. It can be asserted that, to a large
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extent, the way in which these themes are developed will condition, in the juridical
sphere, the content and limits of international law in the future.

Unesco has devoted special attention to the study of these new problems,
and several of its initiatives, seminars and publications involve them in one form
or another. We only wish to recall here, among the works published by Unesco on
the subject, the already classic book by Mohammed Bejaoui, Towards a New
International Economic Order (Unesco, Paris, 1979) !, the documents and report of
the Expert Meeting on Human Rights, Human Needs and the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order (Paris, 19-23 June 1973), and the International
Expert Meeting on the Problems Connected with the Rights of Peoples and the
Historical and Practical Significance of the Problems (Harare, Zimbabwe, 2-5
December 1985).

There is thus a wealth of bibliographic material. But as a result precisely of
this, and of the universal interest in the topics involved, studies in this field are
published in most of the member countries of the United Nations and of Unesco,
making it difficult to draw up a list that has any hope of being comprehensive.

This difficulty increases when, as in the present case, the preparation of the
bibliography is an individual undertaking and not a piece of collective research
work the results of which are made known after painstaking searches in all the
world’s major libraries. N

For this reason, the reader’s indulgence is requested for all the omissions
and shortcomings of this work. It is subject to the unavoidable limitations of an
individual undertaking, carried out, what is more, in a vety short space of time.

Despite its shortcomings, however, we feel that this bibliography could be
useful, not only because it is a compendium of references to books, studies,
monographs and articles that are clearly important for these subjects of major
current interest — an interest which presumably will increase in the coming years —
but also because further suggestions are sure to be forthcoming, which will enable
it to be expanded and improved.
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