AMONF.116/28/Rev.1

REPORT OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE
TO REVIEW AND APPRAISE THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN:
EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985

UNITED NATIONS
New York, 1986

.




NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital lelers comtined with
figures, Mention of such 2 symbol indicates 4 reference to a United Watlons document.

ASCONF, 116/28/Rav. 1

UNITED HATIONS FUBLICATION

T

Sales No. E£.85.1Y.10

|
L

03004

15BN 92-1-130104-1




T L AT

R

=

P T i

‘:-}'IHEtE 3

I.

DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE .....vs..

A-

CONTENTS

Pardaraphs Page

Crrirarmsmrbdaaa ‘e 1

The Wairobi Forward-locking Etrategies for the
Advancement of Woman ....vvveerencnnrers

Resolution and decisiens RS e R LA e eear e e e am ey et nah

1. Expression of gratitude to the host COUNEEY s ruiavreraravmcnnnra

2, Credentials of the representatives to the
ot erenee (i ittt inece s,

3. Draft resolutions and a draft declaratior an
which ne action was taken kY the Conferenme _..... e

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CONFERENCE +uvecvunessscnnnres 2 -~ 20

ATTENDANCE AND OREANIZATION OF L 21 - Bl
A. D[ate and place of £he ConEErent® .o vu et oo orernennesns 2]

B. Pre-Conference consultations ........ A ALt ce e by 22

€. Attendance T T 23 - 22
D. Opening of the Conference and election of its

Ki.

PIEEiﬂE‘I‘It e L T T A L] 33_"15
Messades from Heads of State op GOvernment ... .eecaa. g
B T LT ‘e 50 - 51

Adoption of the rules of ProCedure L uuiieiariiaair . 52 - B3
Adoption of the agenda .i...ernsveccovereneonnon.. e 54

Election of officers other than the Preaident ......... SE - GB

Other organizational Mabters .vuveeevvvseiusecvsvennes. 58 = &0
I. alloeation of AGENUE itemMs . i.iuiiie i entns e 549

2. Credentials of representatives to the Conference ., &0
Implications of Conference decisions for the DEOGL amme

budyet of the Bhited Watione A e rrar s s rar B Bl

SUHH&R'!E GF THE GEP‘ERFIL DEBATE- e R I R I R e 52 - 1'5':]

-iii-

1

|

!

ag

21

85

95

95

85

98

1ot

192

12

103

104

105

185

10%

103

106




CONTENRTS {continued)

Chapter Paragraphs

. HKEFORTS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE CONFERENCE AND ACTION
TAKEH 'DH- THESE REPQORETS RY THE CGH-F'EREME LRI RN S I A N N I 1.61 - 339

l.. Remrt nf the Fi.l.'st. Cﬂ]‘l‘ll'l'li.l:tEE' 4 %% p¥ = ke ksdohdd R A A 151"'159
B. R&pﬁrt of the Second COmMMItEER (. varrmmsssnsnsnsrnsnrns 17¢ - 177

€. Action taken in plenary on the reports of the First
al'lﬂ Semnd ﬂﬂmmitt&ﬂﬂ ok d ka8 A F% YT YE Y EET AN b Bd FdFAFAD AR 1?3"339 ]

1. action with respect to the text of the Forward-
lﬂﬂking Stl.'at-l!-giEE- m ok F % ch R FERNA RN N e om bk kA FAd R R 179"’31]4 l

. Aotion with respect te draft resolutions submitted
to the Firet and Second Commitbees ... .c.csansneae 3085 - 308

D. Remrt ﬂf th’E Credentiala cﬁmitte‘e oo b ok omk ok h kA EA AN 309 - 339 1
VI. ADOPTICH OF THE REFORT OF THE COWFEBREMCE .....-crc-c-.an w-as 340 -~ 347 1
AHNEXES

1. Text af draft rescolutions and a draft declaration on which no action
was tﬂkeﬂ by thﬂ CﬂnfEIEHCE A A E AT T RTT RT R omomok ook hk Bk kAR Ed R R A FAERAYEEE h

ITr. List of non-govermnmental organizations represented at the Conferance .. 2

IIII List Gf dﬂ(‘:umentﬁ P R R R EE T E I A I S L B I R I RN T R I L I I L B N EE

- =




ChaEter I

PECISIONS OF THE DONFERENCE

1. At its Isth, 19th and 20th {closing) plenapy mestings on 23 and 26 July 1985

“the Conference adopted the Rairohi Forward-looking Btrategies Lor the hdvancement
of Women f(sect, A below) and at its 17th and 20th plenary meetings it adopted the

! resolution and decislons (sect. B below) the text of which is set out in this

" chapter.




——

LA, THE NAIRCBI FORWARD-LOOEING STRATEGIES FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

CONTENTS
Chapter Parag:aEhs Fa
INTRODTHCTEOM @ cccassasnnnranmsnnn BardErErT IR = FeLABABAraErar s 1 - 42
A. Historical Hagkground (.. sarrcscc-siisissansacnaasrnrs 1 -8

E. Substantive background of the Forward-looking

Etrategies susrre-cemtsibtiarrpranacmnncarsrar T a 9 - 21
C. Current trends and perspectives to the year 2000 ...... 22 - 3% 1
D. Bagic epproach to the formulation of the Forward-
looking Strategies ... ... e BanaEsEmAmETEE AR AR 1P = 42 1t
I. EQUALITY ...cvcuiarrararnmnm-n=-- Ladairararrmamn Ay, 43 - %2 ¢
B. ObStACIEE winissrvsrmmensmans e R EA I rar s e raraara 43 - 50 1
B. Ba=zic strategies ... T T 51 - 50 i

C. Measures for the lmplementation of the basle

strategies at khe national level ..uieaeiremmariiiiranes &0 -.91 0
1. Constitutional and legal ..i-cavssreremer-mamenn-= - el - T& in

fi 2. Bguality in social participation .....-.a.eisurnnns 77 = 85 23
i 3. Eguality in political participation and decision-

Tj mMaking ssoinmnmrmnna LearaiEaritararemean sivarnaran 26 = 92 24
:E I1. EBEVELOPMEN . .iiiivisvarrarnsrcnannsgsarmomsmatodadbatsdbisbiis 43 - 231 26
; A. Ob3LACIEE tusvarenmenrnn CairirsEuErEmeL = Lernirarmaan 831 - 106 26
:E B, Basic SErACEgies isierarrrrrmrmamrnns wiemanamarernarnas 07T =124 L

. Measures for the implementation of the hasic

strategies at the naticnal level ........ ceaseresrvaras 125 - 231 33
1. Owerall ..ousvaesassnmemrnnnn Cirarisanssesmenensrany 125 = 131 .33
2. Arecas for specific action ..iivuvavrsunsmccoranaaan . 13z - 231 H
Employmen® i tansrerammrmeaararan. 132 - 147 M
Health ...... R e etetitiirenesarassesna.. 128 -~ 182

41
EAUCAEION uvuvesraransnssnnentososssrsrsnna 163 - 173 A




CONTENTS {continued)

EHEEEEE Paragraphe Fage

Food, water and agriCUItUTE ..essssssmmmcesnsns L74 — 188 43
INAUSEEY venarrarmocccirssssssrarnrncs-srnsnes 1H9 = 1596 45
Trade and comtercial gervicas ....v.iv-eavssass 197 - 193 48
Sclence ahd technOloOY - c.ccevasannnmmncasvnaas 200 -~ 25 49
Communications ceeeec-csvassasannssnsasnsranss 206 = 208 50

Housing, settlement, community development
ﬂnd t[ﬂnﬁpﬂrt T T E T E T R L R R E R R R E R A N E R I Eﬂg - 21? 50

Energ? FRRw R wa L mmork ko ch FRE B FY FWEE o omkh ok mch Bk 213 - 223 52

EnVitﬂmEnt T T E IR R A E T R EEE R SR T A N ] 224-22? 53

Soclal SErviOes sec.cisrarnarrrarron-sasrasass 228 — 231 54
IIT. PEACE «venecressonsaneasasianessnsesasasnonananonsasssasns 232 = 276 85
B. (ObSEACLES cvveeeeewsvasasnssarrarnsasssnansnansrannrinny ma2 — 238 55
B, Basic Btrategies .iiiiesnssssrssacnsnansrannrartir-ssnan 239 = 258 56
¢, wWomen and children under aparktheld -ciiisicievsnsrnirea 259 &0
D, Palestinian women and children ..ovasrnvararrciiscarans 260 62

E. Women in areas affected by armed conflicts, foreign
iﬂterventiﬂn and threats to PEE.CE +FT FAI P T REYT R d omd kAR A 2'51 - 252 63

¥. Measures for the implementation of the basic
Etrﬂtﬂgies at the natiﬂﬂal 1Evﬁl A kA AR FR AN FT OEE oy mch AR 263 - 2?5 E]

1. women*s pacticipation in efforts For peace .. ...... 263 - 371 63
2.. Education fcr Nac& e A N L R I A A R A N 2?2 - ETE 55
ARERS OF SPECTAL DONCEBM v rrrrritrs basnananarnsararnbrana 237 - 34 &6

_A. Wemen ln areas affected By drought ccivasnvrsrsmnninans 283 57

BI Urban ?]GI WOEN & v 4 g v mm s ommh =k bk Bk R R R R E YRR RN 234-235 53
. ElﬂerlF WOMETI 2 e na v v n = r ok ERA FAAFAFSd +8 smmméd s FAFF Ry = 286 1]
--DI Yﬂung BOIMEN . ss e s narnarrrrdonds a4 bddFaFabdF8%488 brandarn 2‘8? Eg

EI hhuséd THACHIETL a2 s v 4 v v o wd b b4 4 60 FSWa FP 1 Fm nd B4 Fd F4 FTETOETrREST EBB ?G




i i e

TR S ] L

CONTEWTS {comtinned)

peskitute women A e.EasmasabadretuamdEmTesETIEEEAIRSSS

Women victims of rrafficking atd involuntary
prnﬂtituti—ﬂn Il-'llI---il-I‘il-ll--ill--i!--ll-l'-h'lI!ii-l!'!i-l!

Women deprived of thelr kraditional means of
1iqelihﬂﬂd i-l!--'ll!-il-l-l-‘li-ll-!r-iil-il-ll-.il-liil!!il-l!--ll-l-

Women who are the scle supporkers of Families -casecvan

wWomen with physical and mental dicabilities covevansrs-

Women in detention and subject bc penal laW .c.ire-nnn-

Refugee and dizplaced woman and ChilAren .-vaanssar-nre

Migrant women R A R L L R R

Minority and "indigenous® WOMEM ...cs-erarssnpronossiny

INTERNATIONAL ANMD REGIONAL CO=DPERATTON cusrovarrmarnraseas

a-l-

£.

nhﬁtanl&ﬂ l-i--lu.-l-n-q--hiq-q--il1.-I--il---llq--il-a-il-.--l\--hl--

PBacic Strategles ...isra-essrmsrromtrrnpnnsmsrnsnbianss

Meapures for Lhe implementation of the hasis
Btrﬂtﬂgies |m---im---ruu--riomhiima--lt--tr---lil-iltr-

Hﬂnitﬂ]‘:inq -d-|.-|.|.-|-t|--||.--1.|-|--il-'-l-un.-h-ip-p-i-iu.-t-n-p-lr-i

Technical co-operakion, training and advisory
EEIViCQ‘E ll-iil!!-ill‘-l\l--hll--'Il'-il-iI\I!'-iil-!‘il!'

Ingtikutjonal co-ordination ...sv-cranarrer-sarnans
Research and policy analysis ..........+...;.......
participation of women in activities at the
international and regional levels arnd in

dEciEiﬂn‘mﬂhing 1«;!4;'ht+|p---\i-illv--trmv-tlnlvt

Information dissemination se.uvsrecnrrraunraara-irns

Pa:agraEhs

289

90 - 291

292 - 293
294 - 295
296
297
298 - 199
300 - 301
30z - 304
3056 - 372
3ns - 308

ang - 316

317 ~ 3712

317 - 3%l

3zz - 337

338 - 344

T 345 - 355

356 - 365

66 - 372

4

~l



IWTRODICTION

EE&E J' A. Historical background

raﬂr-ﬂ.Eh 1

the founding of the United Watlons after the wictery in Ehe Second World War
3nd the emergence of independent States followlng decolonizaticn were some of the

i ckant events in the peolitical, economic and social liberation of women. The
‘ipkernational Women'sz Year, the World Conferences held at Mexico City in 1975 and
[openhagen fn 1980, and the Unitad Naklens Decade for Women: EBEguality, Developmenk
nd Peace contributed greatly to the process of elimlnating obstaclesg toc Ehe
uprouement of the status of women at the national, regiocnal and irternational
evels. 1In the early 19708, efforte to end discrimination against women and to
“snsure thelr equal partieipatien in scciety provided the impetus for most
pitiatives taken at all of those lavels. Those efforts were also inspicred by the
wareness that women's reprodhictive and productive roles were Ccloesely linked to the
1ggitical. econamic, social, cultural, legal, educational and reltigicus conditions
hat constrained the advancement of women and that Factors intensifying the

sponomic exploitation, marginalization and oppression of women stemmed from chronic
“fhequalities, injustices and exploitative conditions at the family, community,
jonal, subregicnal, regional and international levels.

aragraph 2

In 1972, the Genaral Assembly, in its resclution 2018 (XXVII}, proclaimed 1975
nternational Women's Year, to be devoted to intensified action te promote eguality
atwaen mean and women, to 2nsure the fall integraticn of women in the kEotal
velopment offort 2nd to increase women's contribution te the strengthening aof
orld peace. The World Plan of action for the Implementation of the Objectives of
he International Women's Year, 1/ adopted by the World Conference of the
nternaticnal Women's Year at Mexico Cilty in 1975, was endarsed by the General
gsembly in tts resolution 3520 (¥XX). The General Resembly, in that resolution,
roglaimed 197E-1%85 the Hnited Wations Decade for Women: Eguality, Development

|ﬁ Peace. In iktg resolution 337185, the General Assembly decided upon the

p-theme "Employment, Aealth and Bducaticn™ for the World Conference of the nited
ticns Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peave, to be held at

Fﬂnhagen to review and evaluate the progress made in the first half of the Decade.

e

tagraph 3

In 1980, at the mid-peint of the DPecade, the Copenhagen World Conference
ted the Programme of Aetion for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade
I-Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 2/ which Further slaborated on the
ting oghstacles and on the exlstipa inktecnational consensus oh measures to bhe
0 for the advancement of women. The Programme of Action was endorsed by kthe
Reral hgsembly that year ip its resoletion 35/136.

EAaraph 4

Y Alse in 1980, the General Assembly, in its resoluticn 35/56, adopted the
haticnal Development Strategy For the Third United Wations Development Decade
teaffirmed the recommendations of the Copenhagen World Conference {General

ly regclution 35/56, annex, para., 51}, In the Strategy, the importance of
PﬂrtiCIPation of wemen In the development process, as bokh agents and
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beneficiaries, was stresced. Also, the Strategy called for appropriate measures |
be taken in order to bring about profound social and economle changes and ko
eliminate the structural imbalapres that compauhded and perpetuated women's
digadvantases in scciety,

Paragraph 3

The strategles contained in the world Flan of Action and in the Programme of
Action wete important contributiona towards enlargina the perspective for the
future of women. In mast areas, however, further actien is reguired. In thig
connection the General Assenbly confirmed the goals and objectives of Ehe Dacade -
eguality, development and peace - stressed their validity for the future and
irdicated the need for concrete measvores to overcome the obstacles to theip
achievement during the period 1986-2000.

Faragraph 6

The Forward-looking Strategies for the Ldvancement of Wohen during the peripg
from 1986 Lo the Year 2000 set fForth In the present document pregent concrete
measures to overcome the obstacles ko the Decade's guals and objectives for the
advancement of women. Building on principles of equality also espoused in the
Charter of the United Mations, the Universal Declaration ¢of Heman Rights, 3/ the
Interpational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 4/ the International Covanapt
on Beonomic, Social and Cultural Riahts, 2/ the Convention on the Elimination of
All Porms of Discrimination against Women, &/ and the Declaration on the
Participation of Women in Promoting Internatiocnal Peace and Co~operation, 7/ the
Porwacrd-looking Strategies reaffirm the international concern reaarding the status
of women and provide a framework for renewed commitment By the intarnational
community to the advancement of women and the eilimination of gender —haged
discrimination. The efforts for the intearation of women in the development
process should be strengthened and should take into account khe objectives of a new
international ecepemic order and Ehe Internaticnal Development Strategy for the
Thicd United Wations Development Decade,

Paragraph 7

The Mairobi World Conference is taking place at a critical moment for the
developing countries. Ten years ago, when the Decade wasz launched, there was hope
that accelarzted economic arowth, sustained by growing international rrade,
financial flows and technological developments, would allow the increased
parkicipation of women in the economic and social development of thome countries.
Thege hopes have heen belied awing ko the persistence and, in some cases, the
agdravation of an economic crisiz in the develaping counkries, which haz been an
important obstacle that endangers not only the pursuance of new programmes in
Support of women but also the maintenance of those that were already under way.

Paragraph 8

The critical international economie sityation since the end of the 1970s has
particularly adverszely affected developina countries and, most acutely, the women
. of those countries, The overall picture for the developing countries, particularly
the least developed countries, the drought-stricken and famine-stricken areas of
hfrica, the debt-ridden countries and the low-jincome countries, has reached a
critical point a5 2 result of structural imbalances and the continuing ecitical
international economic =ituation. 7The situation calle for an increaged cummitmﬂﬂ?;

—-f=




i by, | 1o improving and promoting national policies and multilateral co-operation for

. ¥ jevelopment in support of national programmes, bearing in mind that &ach counktry is
'ﬂspcnslhle for its own development palicy. The aap between the developed and
- 1 jeveloping countries, particularly the least developed among them, instead of
5 ¥ parrowing, is widening Further. In order to stem such negative krends and mikigate
i bope coerent difficuliies of the developing countries, which affect women the most,

. { gpe of the primary tasks of the inkerpational commuonity is to pursue with all
f .- | yjgour the efforts directed towards the establishment of a New Intarnaticnal

i F gromomic order founded on eguity, sovereign eguality. interdeperdence and common
A finrerasat.

. B. Substantive background of the Porward-locking Strategies

¢ § paragraph 3

o

B The three objectives of the Decade - eguality, development and peace - are
lod®: F proad, interrelated and muteally reinforcing, se that the achievement of one
43 [ fontriputes to the achievement of another.

paragrapn 1 1]

aant The Copenhagen World Conference interpreted equality as meaning nek only legal
E - gality, the elimipatien of de jure disorimination, hut also equality of rights,

sponsibilities and cppoctunities £or Ehe participation of women in deve lopment,
th as beneficiaries and as activye agenis.

faragraph 11 ,

Bqualiky iz both a ggal and a means whereby individueals are accorded equal

teatment under the law and equal cpportunities to enjoy their righets and to
Edeyalop their potential talents and skills so that they can participate in national

! Htical, economic, social and cultural development and can benefit from iks

wlts, For women in particular, equality means the reatization of clahts that

Wie been denled as a result of cultural, institutisnal, behavioural and

btitudinal diserimination. Eguality is important for develapment and peace

ecanse national and global ineguities perpetuate themselves and increase tenzions S
s all types. .

e

~-The role of women in deyelopment is directly related to the goal of

rehensive seccial and economic development and is fendamental to the development
1l zpcieties. Development means total development, including development in
political, economfc, social, cultural and ather dimenstons of human life. as

2 the development of the econcmic and other material resources and the

cal, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of human beings. Ib should be
ive to providing women, particularly those who are poor &F destitute, with
ecessacy means for increasingly claiming, achieving, enjoying and utilizing
4t¥ of opportunity. More dicrectly, the increasingly successful participation
Each woman in societal activities as a legally independent agent will contribute
MTther recognition in practice of her right te aquality. Development also

ires a moral dimension to ensure that it is just and respensive to the necds
hts of the individeal and that science and technology are applied within a

ﬂ;d econemic framework that ensures environmental safety for all 1ife forms
-Plapet.

R
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Paragraph 13

The full and effeckive promotion of women'’s cights ¢an best ocour in
conditions of international peace and security where relations among States are
based on the respect for the legitimate rights of all hations, great and smali, ang
pecples ta gelf-determination, independence, govereignty, territorial {nteqrity an:
the righkt Lo live in peage within kheiy natlional borders.

Peace depends on bhe prevention of the use or threat of the use of force,
aggression, miliragy occupation, interferance in the internal affairs of tthers,
the elimination of domination, discrimination, oppression and exploitation, as wel)
&5 of gross and mass vicalation of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Peace includes not only the absence of war, vioclence apd hostilities at the
national and lnternational lewvels but alse the enjoyment of economic and social
justice, eguality and the entire range of human rights and fundamental freedoms
within society. It depends upon respect for the Charter of the United Wations apg
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, &% well as international covenants angd
the other relevant internaticnal instruments on human rights, upon mutual
co~oparaticn and understanding among all States ferespective of their sacial
political and economic systems and dpon the effective implemenkation by Stakes of
the fundamental human rights standagdsz to which their citizens are entitled,

It also embraces the whole range of actions reflected in concerns for security
and implicit assumptlons of Erust between nations, social groups and individeals,
It represents goodwill toward cthers and promotes respect for life while: protecting
Freedom, human rights and the dignity of peoples and &f individuals. Peace cannot
be realized under conditions of econowic and sexual ineguality, denjal of basic
human rights and fundamental freesdoms, deliberate expleoitation of large zectors af
the population, unegual development of countries, and exploitative economic
relatlons. Without peace and atabllity there can be no development. Peage and
development are interrelated and mutually reinforging.

In this respect special attention is drawn to the final document of the tenth
special session of the General Assembly, the first epecizl session dewoted Lo
digarmament encompassing all measures thought to be advisable in order to ensuce
that the doal of general and complete disarmament under effective intecnational
conkrol is realized. Thic document describes a conprehensive progeamme of
dizaymament, ingleding nuclear disarmament, which is impertant not only for peace
but alss for the promorion of Ehe eaconomle and soclal development of all,
particularly in the developing countries, through bhe constructive use of the
enormons amount of material and human resources otherwigse expendsd on the arms race.

Peace is promoted by eguality of kthe sexes, economle egqualitey and the
universal enjoywent of bazic human rights and fundamental freedoms. Tks enjoyment
by all reguires that women be enabled to exercise their right to participate on an
equal footing wirh men in all spheres of the political, economic and social 1tife of -
their respective countries, particularly in the decision-making procesa, while '
exarcizing their right to freedom of opinion, expression, information and
asaociation in the promotion of internaticnal peace and co—operakion.

Paragoraph 14

The effective participation of women in development and in the strengthenind
of peace, as well as the promotion of the eguality of women and mer, reqguircs

.

'.:_':i_.x. .



¥ conce £ ted milti-dimensional strategies and measures that should be
'ﬁ@ pple-orlented. Such strategies and measueres will reguire continual upgradina and
o ﬂm p[aductive prilization of human resouroes with & view to promoting equality and
Pﬁﬂucxng gustained, endogencus development of societles and aroops of individuoals.

_ijEEEE_LE

The three goals of the Decade - eguality, development and peace - are

inextr icably linked to the three sub-themes - employment, healkh and education.
they constitete the cancrete hasis on which egqualivy, development and peace rest,
e enhancement of women's equal participation in development and peace reguires
'thedevalﬂpment of human resources, recognition by society of the need ro improve
women's status, and the pacticipation of all in the restructuring of soclety. 1Tt
volves, In parcticolar, hulliding a participatory human infeastrocture ko permit
the mobilization of women at all levels, within different spheres and sectors. To
hieve opbimum deyelopment of human and material pescurces, wamen's strengths and
tapabilities, ineluding their great centtvibution ko the welfare of families and to
ne development of society, must ke fuelly acknowledoed and walued. The attalnment
»f the goals and objectives of the Decade requictes a sharing of this responsibility
Ermen and women and Ly society as a whole and requires that women play a central
wle a5 intellectuals, policy-makers, decislon-makers, planners, and contributors
and-beneficiaries of development.

ayraph 16

" The need For women's perspective on human development is critical singe it ic

in the interest of human apt ichmant and progress to introduce and weave into the

mocial fabric women's concept of equality, their ¢hoices hetween alteypative

gmlﬂpment skrategies and thei¢ approach to peace, in accardance with their

nmu:atlnns, interests and talents. These thinas are not only desirable in

hemselves but are also essential for the attainment of the goals and objectives of
Degada.

auraph 17

The review and appraiosal of progress achisved and obstacles encountered at the

ionzl leval in the tealization of the goals and objestives of the United Hations

}?ﬂe Eoy Women: PEguality, Development and Peace (see ASCONP.LL4/5 and rdd, 1-14) o

'gbtifies vat ious levels of experience. Despitse bhe considerable preoaress N

Nieved and the intreasing participation of women in society, the Decade has only o
tially attained lts dgovals and objectives., Although the earlier years of the i

ade were characterized by relatively favourable economic condirions in both the L

eloped and developing countries, deteriocating economic copditions have slowed Ty
ts directed towards promoting the equal pacticlpaticn of women in soclaty and '

fﬂi?en rize to pew problems. With regard to development, there are Imdications

‘in come cages, althouah the patticipation of women is increasina, their

fitE are not increasina proportionately.

Boraph 13 ;ﬁff

‘Many of the obstacles discessed in the Forward=looking 3trateales were

fied in the review and appralsal (see A/CONF.116/% and Add.l-14). The
helming cbstacles to the advancement of women are in practice caused by

ing combinations of political and econcmic as well a= social and culbural

8. Furthermore, the social and gcultural obstacles are sometimes aagravated

Y B




by political and economic factors such as the critical international ececuomic
cityation and the conseguent adjustment programmes, which in general entail a higy
social cost. In this gontext, the economic constralnts Aue in part to the
prevailing macro-economic Lactors have contributed to the aggravation of economis
ronditions at the national level. Moreover, the deyaluation of women's producktive
and reproductive roles, ag a result of which the status of women continuved to be
regarded as secondary ko that of men, and the low priority assigned te promoting
the participation of women in developnent are historical factors that limit women'g
access to employment, health and education, as well as to other segtoral resources,
and to the effective integrakticn of women in the decision-making process.
Regardless of gains, the structural constraints imposed by a socio-economic
framework in which women are second-glass persons s5till limit progress. Despite
changes in come countries to promote eguity in all spheres of life, the *dcuble
burden® for women of having the maior rasponsibility for demestic tasks and of
participating in the labour force remains. For example, severzsl countrias im botn
the developed and developing world identify as a major obstacle the lack of
adequate supportive services for working women.

Paragraph 19

according to responses from the developing countries, particularly the least
developed, to the United Natjons guestionnaice to Govermments (ses BSCONF.116/5 and
2dd.1-14), poverty is on the increase in some countries and constitutes another
major obstacle to the advancemenkt of women. The exigencies created by problems of
mass poverky, compounded by scapce nzticnal resources, have compelled Governments
to concenktrate on alleviating the poverty of both women apd men rather than on
equality issues for women. At the Same Lime, because women's secondary positien
jnocreases their wvulnerability to marginaligation, those belonging to Ehe lowest
socio-sconomic strata ace likely to be the poorest af the poor and should be given
priority. Women are an escentlal productive forge in all econcmies; therefore it
is particularly important in times of aconoMic receasion that progranmes and
meazuras designed to raise the skatus of women should not be telaxed bot rather
intengified,

Paragraph 20

To economic problems, with their attendant sccmial and cultueral implicatlons,
musk be added the threat to inkernational peace and segurity resulting from
violations of the principles of the United Nations Charter. This situation,
affecting inter alia the lives of women, copstitutes = post sericus obstacle t@
development ahd thus hinders the fulfilment of the Forward-looking Strateaies.

Paragraph 21

What is now needed iz the political will ta promote development in such a way:
that the strategy for the advancement of women sesks first and foremast to alker -~ |
the current unequal conditions and structures that continune to define women 2% -
secondary persons and give women’s issues a low priority. #5.velopment should no¥ !
move to ancther plane in which women's plvotal role in society is recognized:and . |
given its traue value, That will allow women to assume their legitimate and COLE R
positions in the strategies for effecting the changes neceesary to promote and ..

sustain development,
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C. Curpent trends and perspectives to bhe year 2000

% paraqraph 22

in the abzence of major structural changes or technological breakthraughs, it

aan pe predicted that up to the year 2000 recent trends will, for the most part, he
‘axtended and adjusted. The situation of women, as it evolves during the period
‘10g6-2000, will alsc cause other changes, establishing a process of cause and
affect of great complexity. Changes in women's material conditions, consciocusness
id aspirations, az well as sociebal attitudes towards women, are themsslwes social
-and cultural processes having major implications and a profound influence on
pstitutiohs such as the family., Women's advancement has achieved a certain
pomantum that will be affecked by the social and economisz changes of the next
‘15 years, but it will also continue to exist as a force to be reckoned with.
‘internal processes will exercise a major influence in the economic sphere, but the
“jtate of the global economic system and of the political, social, cultural,
Jemegraphic and communication processes directly affected by it will invariably
pave & more profound impact on the advancement of women,

. At the beginning of the Decade there was an optimistic suotlook for
:Eile-.r'elapment, but doring the early 1%80s the world economy experienced a widespread
ﬁ@hesginn due, inter alia, to sharp inflationary pressures that affected regions
2apd some groups of countries, frrespective of their level of development ot
Feconomle struckure. During the same pariod, however, the countries with centrally

nned economies as a group experisnced stable economic growth. The developed
ek econony countries also experienced growth after the recession.

Despite the recovery in the developed market economy countriss which is being

¢it in the world econcmy, the immediate outlook for recovery in developing

ECcountries, especially in the low-income and the least developed countries, remains
leak; particularzly in view of their enormous public and private external debts and
Lost of servicing that debt, whish are an evident manifestation of this

tical situation. This heavy burden has sericus political, economic and soeial

naequences for them. Ko lasting recovery can be achieved withowt rectifying the

tructural imbalances in the context of the ¢ritical international ecenomic

Htuation and without continued efforts#howards the establishment of a rew
efnational economic ordet. The present situation clearly has serious

rcusalons for the status of women, particularly underprivileged women, and For
Tesonreoe davelopment.

;. Wonen, subject to compound discrimination on the basis of race, colour,

i1¢it¥ and national origin, in addition to sex, could be even more adversely
ected by deteriorating sconomic condirions.

aph 24

If corrant trends continue, the prospects for the developing world,

ICularly the low-income and least developed countries, will be sombre. The

311 growth in the developing coyntries as currently projected will be lower in

riod 1980-2000 than that experienced in the pericd 1960-1980, In oerder to

P8 this outlook and thereby promote the advancement of wemen, policies should
iented and reinforced to promote world trade, in particular &5 as to promote

vAccess for the exports of developing countries. Similarly, policies should
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be pursued in other areas which would also promote growth and devalophent in
developing countries, for example, in respect of further lowering interest

. Takeg
and pursuit of non-inflationacy growkh policies.

Paragraph 2%

It is feared that, if there is slow growth in the world econony, there wiy)
inevitably be negative implications for women since, as a vesult of diminizheq
resources, action to combat women's low position, in perticular, their hign rates
of illiteracy, low levels of education, diecrimination in employment, their
unrecognized eonkribution to the economy and their special health nesds, may be
postponed, A pattern of development promoting just ard equitable growth an the
bazsiz af justice apd egueality in internaticnal economic relations could nake
Possible the attainment of the goals and objectives of the Internatianal
Development Strategy, which could make a significant improvement in the Btatug pf
women while enhancing women's effective contribution to development and peacas,
Such a pattern of development has its own internal dynamics that would Ezoilizate
an equitable distribution of resources and is conducive to promoting sustained,
endogenous development, which will reduce dependence.

Paragraph 26

It is very important thak the efforts to promote the sconomic and social
status of women should rely in particular an the development strategiss that sten
from the goals and objectives of the International Development Strategy and the
principles of a new internatignal econonic order. These principles incluode,
inter alia, self-reliance, collective self-reliance, the activation of indigenous
human and material resources. The restructuring of the world economy, viewed on j
long-term basia, is to the benefit of a]l peopla - women and men of all coun ke fas,

Paragraph 27

Aocordling to estimates and projections of the International Labour DEEice,
women constitute 35 per cent of the world's labour force, and this figure is likely
to intrease steadily to the vear 2000. Unless profound and extensive changes ape
made, the type of work available to the majority of women, as well as the rewards,
will continue to be low. Women's employment is likely te be concentrated {n areas
requiring lower skills and lowez wagdes and minimuw job security, While women's
takal input of labour in the formal and informal Bector will Surpass that of men by
the year 2000, they will receive an unegual share of the world's assets and
income. According to recent estimates, it sSesms that women have sole
responsibility for the econcmic support of a large number of the world's children,
approximately one third and higher in some countries, and the numbers sgem to be
rising. Porward-locking strategies most he progressive, equitable and Jdesigned Lo
support effectively women's roles and responsibilities as they evolve up ko Ehe
year 2000. It will continue ko be necessary to take specific measures to prevent
digcrimination and exploitation of their economic contribution at national and
International levels.

Paragraph 28

Curing the pericd from 1986 to Lthe Year 20040, changes in the natural
environment will be critical for women. One atea of change ls that of the role of
women as intermediaries between the nstural enviromment and society with raspect b0
agro-ecosystems, as well as the provision of safe water and fuel supplies and the
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10sely assoclated guestion of sanitation. The problem will continue ko be
reatest where wakay tesources are limired - in arid and semi-arid srsas - and in
reas experiencing increasing demcgraphic pressure. iIn a general manner, an
aprovement in the sitvation of women could bring about a redection in mortality
nd morkidity as well ag better regulation of fertility and hence of population

_gaﬂthr which would be beneficial for the enviromment and, ulekimately, for WORER ,
fﬁhildren and mef.

The lssues of ferkility rates and population growth should be treated in g
ntext that permits women to exercise effectively their rights in matters
Frertaining to populatien concerns, including the basic right to control rhair oun

fertility which fcrms an important basis for the enjoyment of other ctighta, as

tated in the report of tha International Population Conference held at Mexico City
n 1984. 8/

It iz expected that the ever-expanding communications network will be better
uned than hefore to the concerns of women and thak planners in thisg Eield will
:ﬁu?ide ingreasing information on the objectives of the Decade - equality,

evelopment and peace - on the Forward-looking Strategies, and op the i=zguyes
peiuded in the subthemo - employment, health and education. All channels,
eluding computers, formal and non=-formal education and the media,; &g well asg
reditional mechanisms of communicaticn involving the cultural media of Fitual,
rama, dialogue, oral literature and music, shonld be uaned,

Political and governmental factors that are likely to affect
isvement of progress by women during the pericd 1986-2000 will
e upen Che existence or aboenoe of prace. .
tonz continue, wikth threats not only of nuclear catastrophe but alse af o
lized conventional warfare, then the attention of policy#akers wiil he !f'
reed from tasks dirvectly and indirectly relevant to the advancement of Wwomen P
. Men, and vast resources will be further applied te military and related Ly

E?ities. This should be avoided and these resources shtuld he directed to bhe L
Provement of humanity.

Prospecis for the

depend in large
If widespread international

;rath iz

. To promote their inkereste effecrively,
gt to take patt in national and jinternatio
wding the right to dissent publicly and
Cles, and to mobilize to increase their
i and between natfons.

women must be able to enjoy their

nal deciglon-making processes,
Peacefully from their Government'g
participation in the promotion of peace

The Holy See dele
dTaph 29 because it had
ENCE on Populaticon
fagraph 29,

gation reserved its position with respect to
not joined in the consensus at bpe Internaticnal
{Mexico City, 1984) and did not adree with the subectance
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Paragraph 13

There ic no doubt thakt, unless major measures are baken, numercus obstacleg
will contlipue to exist which retard the participation of women in political life,
in the formulation of pollcies that affect them and in the formulation of nationa)
women's policies. Success will depend in large measure upon whether or nob women
can unite to help each other . to change thelr poor material circumstances and
secondary status and to obtain the time, ensray and experience required to
participate in political Lifs, &t the same time, improvements in health and
educational status, legal and constituticnal provisions and networking will
increase the effectiveness of the political acticn taken by women =0 khat they cap
obt#in & much greater share in pelitical decision-making than before.

Faraaraph 34

In some countries and ln some areas, women have made significant advances, hbgt
overall proatess has been modest durina the becade, as is ovident from tha revieyw
and appraisal. During this perleod, women'e conscicusness and axpectations have
been raised, and it is important that this mementum should not kbe loat, regardless
of the poor performance of the world economy. The changes oCcurying in the family,
in women's roles and in relationships between women and men may present new
challenges requiring new perepectives, strategies and measures. At the same time,
it will be necessary to build alllances and solidarity Qroups atross Sexnal lines
ip an attempt to overcome structural obstacles to the advancement of women,

Paradraph A5%

The World Flan of action for the Implementation of the objectives of the
International Women's Year, 1/ the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, 9/ reailopal plans of action,
the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United HWations becada for
Women: EBguality, Development and Peace, 2/ and the sub-theme - employment, heslth
and education - the Declaraticn on the Participation of Women in Promoting
International Peace and Co-operation 7/ and the Convention on the Elimination of
all Forms of Discrimination against Women €/ rema2in valid and therefore conskbitute
the basis For Ehe stratsales apd concreie measures to = pursued up to the
year 2000. The continuing relevance of the goals of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Bquality. Devalopment and Peace - and of its sub—theme — health, education
and employment - showléd be stregsed, as should the implamentation of the relevant
recommendat ions of the 1995 Plan of Action and the 1980 Erogramme of Action, s@ 25
to ensute the complate inkegration of women in the development process and the
effective realigation of the cbjectives of the Decade. The challenge now is for
the international community to ensure that the achievements of the Decade become
strons building bloeks for development and to promobe eguality and peace. -
especially for the sake of fuoture denezatlons of women. The obstacles of the nexkt
15 years must be met through concerted alobal, rediomal and national efforts. B .
the year 2000 illiteracy should have heen eliminated, life expectancy for all “ﬂ@“u

* Rezervations to paragraph 35 were formulated by Australia, Beladum, T
Canada, Depmark, Finland, Germany, Fedecal Republic of, Jceland, treland, Iﬁfag}fed ]
Italy, Luxenboura, Metherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Bweden, Switzerland anﬂﬁﬂﬂgﬁ”:
drates of America. The United States reserwved its position on the referencﬂﬁfﬁﬁi
patagcaph 35 to the Declaration of Mexico on the Bguality of Women abd their g
conkribution to Development and Peace, 1975.
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Do fhwreased to at least 65 years of good guality life and oppertunities for
 e1f-supporting employment made available. BAbove all, laws guarantesing equality
'"fbf women in 21l spheres of life must by then be fully and comprenensively
5i,F1emented to ensure a truly equitable socio-economic framewerk within which real
Jrqevelopment can take place. Forward-looking Strategies for the advancement of
“Jigomen 3t the reglonal level should be kbased on a clear assessment of demoqraphic

,i::h*“ds and development forecasts that provide a realistic context for their
Ti R {mplemen tation,

The Forward-logking Strategies and multidimensional measures must be pursued
iyithin khe framewark of a just international seciety in which eguitable economic
felations will allow the closing of the gap that separates the industrialized
'ﬁﬁmntries from the developing countries. In this regard, 211 countries are called
spon to show their commitment as was decided in General Assembly resoluktisn 347138
‘and, therefore, to continue informal consultations on the launching of global
regptiations, as decided by the General Assembly in decision 39/454,

D. Basic approach bo the formulation of the Forward-leoking Strategies

tagraph 37

It is necessary to reiterate Ehe onity, inseparability and interdependence of

héﬂhjectives of the Decade - equality, development and peace - as regards the

tlvancement of women and thelr full integration in economic, political, social and
jbural development, for which purpose the objectives should remain in 2ffect in
aperatlonzal girategios for the advancement of women to the year 20040.

L
rejraph 3B

The Forward-locking Strategles are intended to-provide a practical and
atiféctive guide for global acticn on a long-term basis and within the context of
fie broader goals and cbjectives of a new international economic order. Measures

Iﬂesigneﬂ Ear immediate action, with monitoring and evaluoation otocurring every
¥é years, depending on the decision of the General Assembly. Sipce connteies are
;ﬁuinus stages of development, they should have the option Eo et their own
fiorities based on their own development policies and resource capabilities., What

he possible. for immediate action in one country may reguire more long-range
afining in another, and even more so in respect of countries which are still under

nizlism, demination and foreign occupation. The exact methods and procedures

[Ploplementing measures will depend upon the nature of the political process and
dministrative capabilities of each country.

taph 3%
i,

Some messures are intended te affect women and others directly and are

9ned to make the societal context lass ohstructive and more supportive of their
225, These measures would include the elimination of sex-haced skereotyping,
"Is at the root of eontinuing discriminatian. Measures to improve the

tiﬁﬂ af women are bound to have a ripple effect in ecciety, =ince the

tement of women is without doubt n pre—condition for bhe eetablishment of a
and proyressive society,

n
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Faragtaph 40

whe Foasibility of policies, programmes and projects concerning women will be
affected nat only by their nombers and sovio-econamic heterogeneity but also by the
diffarent 1ife-styles of women and by the constant changes in their life oyole,

Paradgraph 4l

fne Forward—looking Strategies not only suggest measures for overcoming
obstacles that are Eundamental and operational, bot also jidantify Ehoss that are
emarging. Thus, the strategies and measures presented are intended to serve as
guidelines for a process af continuous adaptation to divecse and changing natlonal
situakjons at speeds and modes determined by overall national prioritiss, withip
which the integration of women in development sheuld rank high. The
Forward-looking Strategles, acknowledging existing and potential obstecles, include
separate basic strategies for the achievement of equality, develcpment and peace.
In line with the recommendations of the Commission on the Statuys of Women, agting
ap the Preparatory Body for the Conference ak its second session, particular
attention I8 given te "eepecially vilnerable and underprivileged groups of women,
such as rural and urban poor Wolleh; Women in areas affected by armed conflicts,
foreign inkervention and jhternaticnal threats to peace; elderly women) younq
women; abused women; destitute women) wWomen vicrims of trafficking and women in
involuntary prostitution; women deprived of their traditional means of livelihood;
women who are sole supporters of families; physically and mentally disabled womeni
women in detentiony refugee and displaced womeni migrant women; minority women; and
indigenous women". 10/ o

paraaraph 42

Although addressed primarily to Governments, internaticnal and cegional
crganizations, and non-gove rnmental organizations, an appeal is made to all women
and men in a spirit of solidarity. In particular, it is addressed to Lhosa women
and men who now enjoy certain inprovements in their material circumstances and who
have achieved pasitions where they may influence policy-making, development
priorities and public opinicn te change the current inferior and exploited
condivrion of the majority of women in order to Serve the goals of equality for all
women, their Eull participaticn in development, and the achieyement and
strangthening of peace.

I. EQUALLITY
h. GCbstacles

Parayragh- 43

one of the objectives of the Decade entails the full observance of the equdl’
rights of women and the elimination of de jure and de facto discrimination. “Thia
ig & critical first step towards human resource development. I©n dewvelopind R
countries inequality is, to a great extent, Ehe result of underdevelopment and 1t
variews manifestations, which in torn are aggravatad by the unjust distributi@ﬂfﬂff|
the benefits of the international economy. The United Hationg system, Partiﬁglﬂ%f
the Commicsion o the Status of Women, has worked for four decades b9 establiﬁqggwf
intarnational standards and to identify and propose measures to prevent LR
Aiscrimination on the basie of sex. Although much progress has been made In
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gislation, measures age Necessary for effecti

fapislative enactment i anly one element in ¢t
i gitimate ba

ve implementation and enforcemant,
he struggle for equatity, hut an

gia for action ang acts ac

nkriges stems to a very large extent from
wiss POVEILY and the generai backwardness of the majority of the warlg’

aneed by underdevelopment, which iz a product of imperialicm, colonialism,
;ﬁ-calﬂnialism, apactheid, racizm, racial dicrimination and of unjust

MEdEnternational econemic relations. The unfayourable status of wemen is aggravated
- many countries, developed and Underdaveloped, by de Facto dizerimination on tha
pounds of sex.

One of fhe fundamental obstacles to women's

¥ in the statys
»ial, economia, political and cultural

i8 of physioleogical differences,
arding the household and family as

quality is that de Facko

of wonen and men derive from lacger
fackors that have beean Justified og the
Although thete iz po phyziological basis Eor
essenkially the domain of women, far the
egarding the capacities af women

‘Women, by virktue of rheir gender,
¢ual acocess to Lhe power strugture

lapment isstes and peace Initlative
Hiy and ebhniciey,

e sueh factors cap

experience discrimination in terns of denf{s]
that eontrols society and derermines
2. Additiopal differences, such as race,
may have even more serious impiicationsz in zope countries,

be used as justification fer compound discrimination,

. 3 Furdamental resistance Ccreates obstacles,
1 . . - " u
i Lhe objectives of the Decade, Discrimination Bromates an

WEREn's talents gnd wastes the valuable human Fesourges necess
for the Strengthening of peace,
Fﬁta of women are under

which have wide-tangfing implications

Lneconomic use of

ary tor development
Ultimately, socliety is the loser if the
-utilized 25 & result of diacrimination,

¥ De Facto and in
Lar famity status,
%2 does not automati
=

divect fiserimination,
often persists despite

cally benefit all women
Onomic inequalities SeLermining women's kn

Particularly by reference T
legislative action, The law as a
equalily, owing to the

ouwlodge of and accegs ko the law,

The United States reservad
that tpe obstagles 1iated 5

ea
1 Ly of WOMmen in most countries

its position on Faragraph 44 because it 4ig
hould be considercd Lhe main raasony for the
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ac well ags their ability to exercise their full legal rights without fear of
reoriminaticon or intimidation. The lack or inadeguacy of the disseminakion of

information on women's cights and the available recourse to justice has hampered,
in many Instances, the achievement of erpected results.

Paragcaph 49

Some legislative changes are made without a thorough understanding of tha
relationship between existing legal systems. In pragctice, however, cerbtain agpepk;
of the law - for instance, customary provigions -~ may be in operation (n societjer
with muleiple and conflicting Iegal syatems. Emerging and potential ohstacles
resuiting Erom possible contradictions should be anticipated so thak preventive
measures can e taken. When passing new legislation, whatever 1ts subject-mattar,
all pocgible gare should be taken to ensure that it implies no direct or indirect
dizerimination =o that women's right to eguality is Fully respected in law.

Parageaph 50

In some countries, discriminatory legislabtive prowisions 1n the social,
eponemic a2nd political spheres still exist, incluoding ciwil, penal and commercial
codes and certain administrative rules and requlations. Cilvil codes in some
instances have not yet been adeguately studied te determine action for repealing
those laws that still discriminate against women and for determining, on the basis
of equality, the legal capacity and statws of women, mags ied women in particular,
in terms of nationality, inheritance, ownership and ¢ontrel of properby. freedom of
movement abd the custody and netionality of ghildren. &Above all, there is still a
deeply rooted resistance on the part of congervative elements in society to the
shange in atkitude necessary for a total ban on discriminatory practices against
women at the famlly, locsl, matiomal and international lavals.

B, Basic strakegies

Parzgraph 51

*he political commitment to establish, modify, expand or enforce a
comprehensive legal base for the e¢quality of women and men and on the hasts of
human dignity must be strengthened. Legislative changes are most effective when
made within a supportive framework prometing simeltaneous changes in the econonic,
sacial, pelitical and eultural spheres, which can help bring about a social
transformation. For true equality to become a reality for women, the shacing of
power on equal terms with men must be a major strategy.

ParagfaEh 52

Governments should take the relevant steps to ensere that both men and women
enjoy equal rights, opportunities and responsibilitiss so as to guarantee the
development of their individual aptitudes and capacities and enable women to
participate as beneficiaries and active agents in development.

Paragcraph 53

Changes in social and economic structures should be promoted which would make
possible the full eguality of women and their free access bo all types of L
development as active agents and beneficiaries, without disgrimination of any kind:-
and to ali types of education, training and employment. GSpecial atkbention shoul
be paid to implementing this right to the maximum extent pomsible for yound wome:
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aragraph 54

In order to promcte equality of women and men, Governments should ensurs, for
poth wemen and men, eguality before the law, the provislon of Facilities For
pquatity of edocational opportunities and training, health secvices, equality in
chmﬂitiuns amd opportunities of employment, including remenerakion, and adegquate

¥ cocial gecurity. Governments should recognize and undertake measures ko implemant
‘¥ e right of men and women to employment on egqual condiktions, regardless of marital
¥ marus, and their egual access to the whole range of economic actlvities,

& paragraph 5>

. Bffective institutions and procedures must be established or strengthened to
wnfter the situation of women comprehiensively and identify the causes, both
raditional and new, of discrimination and to help formulate new policies and
[foctively carty ouk strategles and measores to end discrimination. These
prrangements and procedures must be integrated within a coherent policy for

development but gannct wq‘t indefinitely for soch a policy to be formulated and

3
B

agraph 56

The chstacles to the equality of women created by stereotypes, perceptions of
and attitudes bowards women should be totally removed. Elimination of these
tacles will require, in addition to legislation, education of the population at
atge through farmal and infarmal channels, including the media, non-governmental
srganizations, political party platforms and executive action.

faragraph 57

Appropriate governmental machinery for monitoring and improving the status of

n should ba established where it is lacking. To be effective, this machinepy

uld be established at a high level of govechment and shoyld be ensured adequate

Awniyces, commitment and authority to advise on the impact on women of all o
geernment policies. Such machinery can play a vital role in enhancing the statys

fowomen, intetr alia, through the dissemination of information to women on Eheip

%;hts and entitlements, thiough gollaborative action with various ministries and

1er government agencies and with non—governmental organizations apd indidenous
gen's socleties and groups.

tagraph 58

. Timely and reliable statistics on the situation of women have an important

e to play in the elimination of gterectypas and the movemsnt towards fail

lity, Governments showld help collact otatiztice and make periocdic asgsescment
ientifying stereotypes and inequalities, in providing concrete evidence

etning many of the harmful consequences of unegual laws and practices and in
ing prograsz in the elimination of inegquities.

Jraph &9 :
‘The Shating of domestic responsibilities by all members of the Eamily and
! recognition of women's informal and invisible econonle contribotions in the

Btream of mociety should be developed as complementary strategies for the
Mation of women's secondary statns, which has fostered discrimination.

&
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©. Measures for the implemantation of the basic strategies
at the national level

1. Constitutional and legal

Paragraph A0

Governments that have not yet done 50 are urgqed to sign the Oonvention on the
Elimination of All Forms of piscrimination against Women 6/ and to take all the
necessary steps to ensure its ratification, or their accession ®o5 it. They should
consider the possibility of establisning appropriate bodies charged with reviewing
Ehe natlonal legislation conoarned apd with drcawing up recommendakions thereon to
epsure that the provisions of the convention and of the other internatlonal
instruments to whlch they are parties that are relevant to the role, status and
material ¢ircomstances of women are <omplled with.

Paragraph 61

Governments that have not yeb done s¢ should establish appropriate
jnstitutional procedures whereby the applicaticn of a revised set of laws and
adminisktrative measures MAY be effectively anforced from the village level up andg
may be adeguately monitored so that individual women may, without abakruction or
cnat to themselves, seek to have discriminatary treatment redressed, Legislation
that CORCerns women A& a group should algo be effectively enforced and monttored st
that areas of systemic or de facto dissrimination againat women gan be redressed,
%o this end, positive action policy should he developed.

Paragraph 62

agrarian reform measures nave not always ensured women's rights even in
countries whare wWomen predominate in the agriculitural labour force. Such reforms
should guarantes wonen's constitutional and legal rights in terms of access to lam
and other means of production and should ensute that women will contrel the
products of thair labour and their income, as well as benefits from agricultural
inputs, rasearch, training. cradits and other infrastructural facilities.

Faragraph 63

fational research tnetituticona, both governmental and privake, are urged o
undertake investigations af the problems ascoclaked with the relationship hetween
the law and the role, status and makerial circumstances of women. These should be
intearated into the curricula of relevant aducational inztitutions in an attempt
promote general knowledge and awareneds of the law.

paragraph 64
|

In the past decade there have been significant advances in the devalopment af
statistical concepts and methods Eor measuring inequality between women and man;
The capabilities of national institutlons congerned with statistics and women's
|ssues should ba improved to implement these concepts and methods in the regulat .
atatistical programses of countries and ta make effective use of these sbatistics
in the policy-planning process. Yraining for producers and users of 5tgtistlﬂsF“
women should play a key role in this process. '
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In—depth research should be undertaken to datermine instances when customary
" |gw may be discriminatory or protective of women's rights and the extent to which
iﬁ;;-sﬁthe interfaces between customary and statutory law may retard progress in the

i "&implementatian of new layislative measures. Particular attention chould be paid to
~deuble standarde in every aspect of life, with a view to abolishing them,

Hragraﬂh g5

Law-reform committees with equal representation of women 2nd mepn From

= governents and from non-governmental organizations should Be set up to raview zll
ivs, not only as a monitoring device but also with a view to determining

gsearch-related activities, amendments and new legislative measures.

aragraEh al

—

Employment legislation should ensure equity and provide benefits far women not
gLy in the conventional and formal lahouz force but alse in Eze informal sestor,
fparticularly with regard to migrant and service Wor ke

ts, by providing minimum wWage
titandards, insurance benefits, safa working eonditicn
v

& and the right te organize.
Oppartunities for similar guarantees and benefits should

alse be extended to women
s2daking vital economic contributions in activities involving food production and
Srotessing, fisheries and food distribution through trade. These benefits should
ilso pertain to women working {n family enterprsies and, if poBsible, to obher
f-employed women in an effort to give due tecognition to the vital contribution
all

3 these informal and invizsible economic activities to the development of human
SEoprCes.

Aragrap (3]

Toivi)l codes, Particularly thosz pertaining to family law, shouwld be revized ko
Iﬁ!nate discriminatory practices where these exist and whereser womaen are

idered minors. The lagal capacity of married women shonld be reviewed in order
gtant them egual rights apnd duties,

Such social apnd economic development shoyld be encouraged as would secure the
cipation of women as equal partners with men in all fields of work, egual

8 to all positions of employment, egual pay for work of equal value and equal
Srtunities for education and vocationzl training, and would co-ordinate the
lation on the prokection of

3 women at work with the need for women to work and
_Eighly productive produecars and manajers of all pelitical, economic and soeial
I8 and would devslop branches of the sCcia

1 sarvices b make domestic duties
ef for women and men.

i

fL The United States reserved
fically because it 4id not

its position on paragraphs B4, 72 and 137
Value® ang

agree with the concept of "egual pav for work of
maintained the principle of "equal pay for equal work".
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Paragraph 70

Meatures for the implementation of legislation relating to working conditieng
for women must be takem.

Paragraph 71

Legislative and/or other measures should be sdopted apd implemented Lo sooyeg
for men and women the same right ko work and to unemployment benefits, as well g
to prohiblt, through, inter alia, the imposition of ganctiops, dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave ard discrimination in dismissals on the
grounds of marital status. Legislative and cther measures ghould he adopted ang
implemented to facllitate the retuzn to the labour market of women who have left 4

for family reasons and to guacantes the right of women o raturt to work after
maternity leave.

Faragraph 72

aovernments should continue to take special action to institute programmes
that would inform women workers of their rights under legislation and cther
remedial measurea. The importance of freedom of agcoclation apd the protection of
the right to arganize should be enphasized, this beina particularly relevant £o th
position of women in employment. Special meagires should ke taken to ratify and
implement in national lagislation the relevant conventions and recommendations of
the International Labour Drganisation ceoncerning the rights of women as regards
access to equal employment opportunities, equal pay for work of equal valbe, equal
working conditions, job security and maternity protection.

Paragraph 73

Marriage agreements should be bazed oh mutual upnderstanding, respect and
freedom of choice, Careful attention ahould be pald to the equal participation am
yaluation of both partners so that the value of housework is considered equivalent
of financial contribukions.

Paragraeh 74

The right of all women, in particular married women. to oWn, administer, sell
or buy property independently should be guaranteed as ah aspect of their equallty
and freedom wnder the law. The right to diverce should be aranted egually te¢ both
partnecs under the eame conditicns, and custody of children decided in &
non-dizcriminatory nanner with Eull awareness of the importance of the input frof
both patents in the maintenance. tearing and socialization of children. Women
=hould not forfelt thelr right to custody of their children or to any other
benefits and freedoms simply becauze they have initiated a divorce. Without
prejudice to the religious and cuitural traditions of countries, and taking into ..
cconnt the de facte situations, legal or other appropriate provisions should be
made to eliminate d@iscrimination agains® =ingle mothers and their ehildren.

Paragraph T3

aprropriate action is necessary to ensure that the judiclary and all Pﬂfﬂlegﬂ
persounel are fully aware of the importance of the achlevement by woemen of righnts :
got out in Internationally agreed Ingtruments, constitutions and the law. :
Appropriate forms of in-service tralning and retraining should ke designed and
czrpied out for this purpose, with special attention glven to the recruitment d
training of women.
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H% gituation of women as victims of violent crimes,

e Eio
4 ﬁgegrada n
g 13 'enf{}r{:ETl'lEn t

"ParagraEh 76

Special attention should be given in crimino?

d¥ training to the particular
. including crimes that violate
" qomen’s bodies and result in serious physical and

peychological damage.
¥ Tagislation chould be passed and laws enforced in

every country to end the
of women througl sex—related crimes,

Guidance should be given to law
and other authorities on the need to deal =ensibly and sensitively with
he victims of such crimes,

2. Eguality in social participation

A comprehensive and sustained public Campaign should be launshed by all

wovernments, in close gollaboration witkh non—governmental organizations, women's

}“msure groups, where they exist, and research institutions, as well as the media,
¢ational institutions and traditional institutions of communication, to

hallenge and abolish all diserimina

tory perceptions, aktitudes and bPractices by
g year 2000.

Target groups should include policy-makers and decision-makers,
egal technical advisers, bureaucrats,

labour and business leaders, busipess
srsons, professionals and the general public.

) By the year 2800, all Goverments should
gherent national women's policies to a

rticipation of women in a2} spheres o

bave adeguate comprehensive and

bolish all obstacles to the Full and agual
£ society.

78

7 Gavernmmants should take all appropriate measures to ensure ke women, on agual
':f?s with men amd without discrimination, the opportunity to tepresent their
¥aroment at all levele on delegatianz to subredicnal,, regioral and international
etings. More women should be appointed as diplomats and to dacigion-making pasts

in the Drited Waztions B¥ysten, including posts in Filelds relating to peace and
Gior CPIENt activities. Suppert services, cuch as educational facilities and day

for families of diplomats and other efvil servants stationed abroad, of
Hations officials, as well as amp 1oy

went of spouses ak khe duty station,
ever possible, should be strongly encouraged,

Agraph 4D

iAs futuze Parents, young people and children should be educak
Ct a2 stimulators for and monitors of chan
18 of society, particularly with
28sigiment of roles between women

ed and mobilized
ges in attitedas towards women ak all

regard to the need for greater Flexibility in
and men,

. promcted to identify discriminatory practices in
©n and training and to ensure quality at those tws levels, One priopriky

2L research should be the impact of sexua) discrimination on the development
Aan Fesoyross,
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Paragraph 52

Covernments and private institukticns are urged ko inclode in the curricula of
all schoals, colleges and aniversities courses apnd seminars on women's history ang
roles in society and to incoeporake women's Lssues in the general curcicolum and tg
styangthen ressarch institutions in the area of wopen's studies by promoting
indigenous research activities and collaboration.

. parageaph 83

New teaching methods should be encouraged, especially audip-visual technigues,
to demonstrate clearly the equality of the sexes. Erogrammes, curricula and
standards of education and training should be the same for females and males,
Texihooks and obther reaching materials ahould be contlnuously evaluated, updated
and, whers necessacy. redesigned, rewritten to enshre that they reflect positive,
dynamic and participabtory jmages of women and to present men actively involwed in
all acpecte of family recponsibilities.

Faragraph 84

Governments are urged to encolrage the Euwll participation oF women in the
whole range of occupatioms, ezpecially in fields previously regarded as male
preserves, Ln order to nresk down occupational barriers and taboos. Employhent
equity Programmes ghould he developad To integrate wWOomen into zll economic
activities on an equal basis with men. Special measures Aesigned to redrass the
imbalance imposed by centuriea of discrimination against women should he promated
to accelerate de facko egquality between Ten and women. Those measures ghould nut
be concidered discriminatbory o entail the maihtenance of unegual or separake
skandards. They are to be discontinued when the objectives of equality of
opportunity and treatment have been achieved, Goveraments chould ensure that thell
public service is an exemplary eqgual opportunity employar.

Faraataph B85

High prictity should be gliven to substantial and gontinuing improvement in the
pactrayal of women i{n the mass media. EvVeLY effort should be made Lo davelop i
attitudes and to produce materials that portra¥ positive aspects of women's role¢d
and status in intellectual and other ackivities as well as egalitarian relatimﬁ_ﬂ
seves. Gteps also should be taken to control pornography. cther obSCENe Eﬂrt“ﬂaﬂé
of women and the portrayal of women as sex objects. In this regard all mﬂﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂ
should be taken to eninre that women participate effectively in relevant gouncils
and review bodies regarding mass pedia, including advertizement, and in the o
implementation of decisicns of these bodies.

3. Eguality in poligical participation and decision-making

Paragraph 86

Governments and political parkies should intensify efforts kO stimulatE_”d
ensure egality of particlpation by women in all paktional and local 1egislati®®
bodies and ko achlewe equity in the appointment, elaction and promotion of NWE“{“
high posts in executive, legislative and Jjudiciacy pranches in Ethese podies- iiﬁ{
the local level, strategies ta ensure equality of women in political partiﬁipﬁﬁgn
should be pragmatic, sheould bear a close relationship to lssues af copcern ko T
in rthe locality and ehould take into account the suitability of the propose

measurcs to local needs and values.
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. | parageaph 8%

- Governments and other employers should devote special attention to the broader
of and more equitable access and inclusion of women in management in various forms of
g

3 populac participation, which is a significant factor in the davelopment and
Itﬁ " pealization of all human rights.

paraErEEh &8

R

Gowernments should effectively secure participation of women in the

»# ¥ gecision-making processes at a national, state and local level through legislative
I ¥ ind adminstrative measwres. Tt is desirable that governmental depactments

e -1 establish a special office in each of them, headed preferably by a woman, to

e f. manitor periodically and accelerate the process of eguitable representation of
i33g{f.ﬁmmn. Special activities should be undertaken to increase the recruitment,
i*&g'i:mninatiun and promotion of women, especially to decision-making and palicy-making
n . o

pasitions, by publicizing posts more widely, intreasing vpward mobility and sa an,
-“intil equitable representation of women is achieved. Reports should be cempiled
pericdically on the numbers of women in publie gectvice and on their levels of
responsibility in their areas of work.

paragraph &9

Hith respect to the Ifncrease in the number of couplas in which both partners
e employed in the public service, especially the foreign secvice, Governments are
urged to consider their speeial needs, in particular the couple's desire to be

lgned toa the same duty station, with a view o regonciling Eamily and
Fegsional duties.

... hwareness of women's political rights should be promoted through many
rchannels, including formal and informal education, political education,
n-governmental organizations, trade unionz, the media and buziness

anizations. Women should be encouraged and motivated and should help sach other
exercise their right to vote and to be elected and to participate in the

ical progcess at all levels on equal terms with men.

Political parties and other organizations such ag trade unions should make a
berate effort to increase and improve women's participation wikhin their

: They shouldl institute measures to activate women's constitutional and legal
jatantees of the right to be elected and appointed by selecting candldakes. Egual
iF%5% to the political machinery of the organizations and +9 resaurces and tools
Jdeveloping skills in the art and tactics of practical politics, as well as
tive leadership capabilities, should be given to women. Women in leadership
tons alsc have a special responaibility to assist in this field.

1'

Bovernments that have not alzeady done =0 should eskablish institutional
dBMments and procedures whereby individual women, as well as representatives of
¥Pes of women's interest groups, including those from the most vulnerable ,

Privi} may participate actively in all aspects

" #ged and mast oppressed groups,
'-F@rmulatiun, monitoring, review and appraissl of national and local

8, lssues apd activities.
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IT. DEVELOPMENT
&, Ohstasles

Paraqraph 93

The Duited Natiens Becade for Women has facilitated the identification ang
avercoming of obsta¢les encountered by Member Stakes in integrating women into
society effectively and in formulating and implementing solutions to Curcent
problens. The continuation of women's sterentyped reproductive and productive
roles, justified primarily on physiological, gocial and cultural dgrounds; has
cubordinated them in the general ac well as sectoral spheres of development, aven
where some prodgrass has been achieved.

Paragraph 4%

There are coercive measures of an economic, pelitical and other nature Lhat
are promoted and adopted by certain develcped States and are directed bowards
exerting pressura on developing countries, with the aim of preventing them from
exercising their sovereign rights and of obtaining from them advantages of all
kinds, and furthermore affect possibilities for dialogue and nedotiation, Such
measutes, waich include trade restyictions, bleckades, embacgoes and other econgmic
sanctions incompatible with the principles of the United Mations Charter and in
violation of multilatersl or bilateral commitments, have adverse affocts on the
economic, political and social development of developling tountries and therefore
directly affect the integration of women in devalopment, since that is directly
related ta the objective of general soctal, economic and political development.

Paragraph 95+*

one oF the Wain obstacles to the effective integration of women in the process
of development is the aggravatlon of the international situakion, resulting in a
continuing arme race, which now may spread also Lo outer space. Az a result,
immense material and human resources needed for developWent are wasted. Okher
major obstacles to the implementation of goals and objectivea get by the Onited
Waticns in the £ield of the advancement of woman include imperialism, celonialism
neo-colonialism, expansionism, apartheid and all other forms of racism and racial
dizorimination, expleoitation, policies of force and all forms of manifestations of
foreign occupation, domination and hegemony, and the growing gap between tha lavels
of economic development of developed and developing counkries.

Paragraph 96

£

the efforts of many countries to implement the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women were undermined by a series of Jrave economic ¢rices khat

* The Wnited States abstmined in the wote on paragraph 94 becauke of X
uhacceptable language relating to economic measures by developed countries againg
developing States.

"W The Unitsd States reserved its position on paragraph %5 becauss it d.id--
not agree with the listing of those obstacles categorized as being major
impediments to the advancement of women.
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pave had Severe repercussions, especially for many developing ecounkries bacause of
thelr generally greater vulnerability to external sconomic factors as well as
pecause the main burden of adjustment to the economic crises has bsen borne by the
developing countries, pushing the majority of them towards economic collapse.

paragraph 57

The worsening of the social sitwation in many parts of the world, and

1? rticularly in Africa, as a result of the Afsruptive conseguences of the economic
“prisls had a gqreat negatlive impackt on the process of effective and equal
 integqration of women in development. Thiz adverse soclial siteation reflacts the

I 1ack of implementation of relevant United Mations conventions, declarations and

" resoluetions in the social and economic fields, and of the ohjectives and averall
L:hvelﬂ?ment goals adopted and reaffirmed in the International Development Strategy
~F for the Third United Hations Development Decade.

Paragraph G8*

The lack of political will of certain developed countries to elimipake
mmtacleﬁ to the prackical realization af such fundamental doguments adopted hy khe

ﬂ"mEHEHE'reﬁﬂlutiﬂn 2542 {XXIV}), the Charter of Economic Rights and tuties of
-”;ﬁtates {General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)}, the Declaration and the Programme
o JEdf Action on the Establishment of a New Internaticotal Bconomic Order (General

: {mﬂemhl¥ resclutions 3201 (5-VI) and 3202 (S-V1), respectively), the International
13 ﬂﬁﬂlﬂPmEnt Gtrategy for the Third Uhited Nations Development Decade (General

: Hmnhly resulut:nn 35756, annad), aimed at the restructuring of international

omic situation in the developing counktries. The financial, economic and social
Hals of the developlng worldé has worsened the sitvation of large sectors of the

lation, especially women. In particular, the decline in economic activity is
'Ing a negative impact on an already wnbalanced distribution of income, as well
on the high levels of unemployment, which affect women more than fen,

raph 100%%

Protectionism against developing countries' exports im all its forms, the
foration in the terms of trade, monekary instability, including high interest
8 and the inadeguate £low of ofEicial development azsistance have aggrayvated
fdt“elﬂpmfﬂt protlema of the developing countries, and consequently have

:icated the difficulties hampering the integration of women in the development
33&

The United Staztes reguested a vote on paragraph 98 and voted against the

The United States reserved iks posikion on paragraph 100 because it did

\*SePt the underlying philosophy of the paragraph as it concerned the economic
tion in debtor and developing ¢ountries.
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One of the principal obstacles now confronting the developing counkries is
their gigantic public and privete external debt, which constiktutes a palpabile
expression of the economic cristis and has serious political, economic and socia)
consequences for these countries. The amount of the exterhal dabt obliges the
developing countries to devcke enormous sums oOf thelr already sgarce export ingcoms
to the smervicipg of the debt, which affects bthelr peoples' lives and possibilikiasg
of development, with patticular effects on women. In many developing countries
there ic a growing conviction that the conditlons Eor the payment and secvicing ge
Ehe external debt causme those countrias enormouz difficulties and that the
adjustmenk policies Eradikionally imposed are inadeguate and laad to a
disproportionate social coskt.

The negative effegte of the present interngtional economis sitdation on the
leagt developed sguntries have bean pacticularly grawvs and have caused gerious
difficeities in the process of integrating women in development,

The growth prospects of the low-income countries have seriously deterlorated
owing ko the reductian in International economic co-opecation, particularly the
inadequate flow of official development aszistance and the growing trade
proteckioniss in the developed ¢ountries, which restricts the capacity of the

low-income countries to attain the aobjectives of the United Waticns Decade for
Women.

Thig situation iz even more grave in the developing oountries that are
afflicted by drought, Ffamine and dasartification.

Farvagraph 101

Desplta significant efforks in many counktries to kransfer tasks traditionally
performed by women to men or to public services, traditignal akttitedes still
continue to persizt and in fact have conttibuted ko the increased burden of work
placed on women. The complexity and muitidimencicnal aspects of Chahding sex roles
and norms and the difficulty of determining the specific structural and
organizational requirements of such a change have hindered the formulation of
measures to alter sex roles and to develop appropriate perspectives on the image of
women in society. Thas, despite gains made by a Few women, for the majority
spbordinakion in the lahouwr force and in society has continoed, through the
exploitative conditiong under which women often work hawve become more wisible.

Faragraph 102

The effective participation of women in development has also been lmpeded by
the difficult international economic situation, the debt crisis, poverty, continued
population growth, riszing divorse rates, increasing migration, amd the growing
incidence of female-headed households. Yet, neither the actual expansion of
employment for women noe the recognition that women conskitute a significant 1
praportion of producers has been accompanied by social adjustments bo ease women's
burden of child and household care. The sconomic recession led ko a reduction in
lnvestments, particuelarly in those services that allow greater socistal gharing a:
the social and ecopomic costs of child care and housework.

Paracgraph 103

Insufficient awarensss and underskanding of the complex and multifa?eteg ‘6
relationships between development and the advancement of wowmen have ¢Dﬂt1““§ £}
make policy, programme and project formolation difficult. While during the=g%"

RN
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nomic growth would automatically benafit |
woMEn was more widely shared, an evaluation of the experience of the Becade has P

shed conziderable doubt on this Over=simplified premise. Lonseguently, the gpeed to L

understand better the relationship batueen development and the advancemant of women i

te information For the more affective
Programmes and projects has become greaker,

e,
. 1
‘paragraph 104 S

Although throughogt history and in man
gimilar experiences, in tha developing coun
tparticularly those Pertaining
Qiffecent from the problems wo
often a matter of survival,

O

F.oand kO gather, analyse and disseming
T formalation of policies,

iF

¥ societies women haye been sharing
trie= the problems of wOmen

ko their integration in the development Process, are
men face in the industrialjzed countries and are

Fallure to recognize these differences leads,
inter alia, to neglect the adverse ¢ffect of the insufficient progress made fowards

{pprovement {n pnationagl policies ar programmes and the present fnternaticnal
gionemic siktuation as we i ; :

& that exist bektween the goals
ateqy for the Third United

pﬁﬁmtﬂ effective carticipation by wo
polley-making and decision-making mad
ordanizations ta inglude in their pra
Brile-dominated choices of progress and development, Furthermore, because the issue
wOmen in development has often been perceived as a weifare problem, it has
f:mleteived low priority, viewed simply as a cost to society rather than az a
R Bonty ibutian. Thusa, the specific formulation af targets, programmes and projegts
?Eﬁmﬁe:ning women oand development has often tecaived lirrle akttenkion, awaiting the
lﬁiﬂainment of development rather than being instrumental to it This, in turn,
!f@?ﬂﬂEd a Parzllel]l weaknassz in the institutinnalt technical and material TesEjuroas
oted ko the promotisn of activities For effective participation by women in

APpropriate national
SEment process has b

Li8kS, it often lacks th
Efeetiva,

machinery for the effective intagration of
een either insufficient or lacking.
& resonrces, focus,

woinen in the
Where the machinery
cesponeibility andg anthor ity to ba

B. Basic Strakegies

ATagrash 107

participation of all women
on-makers, planners,

in different regions and countyies and

Ties of women in them. fThat commitment shoyld guide the Formulation and
™ntation ne

policies, plans, frogrammes and projects, with the awareness kpat
SPIENt prospe

ots will be improved apd society advanced through the Eull and
"% Participation of women,
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Faragraph 103

Different socic-economic and cultural copditions are to be baken inko ACTDn ¢
when identifying the foremost obstacles to the advancement of women. The CUrpent
economic situation and the imbalances within the world monskary and finaneial
system need adjustment programmes to overcome the difficulties, These pProgrammes
should not adversely sffect the most walperable segments of socieky among whong
women are disproportionately represented,

Paragraph 103

i ; Development, being conceived as a comprehensive Process, must be charackeriqe
P bry the search for egonomic and social objectives and goals that guarantece the

I | effective participation of the entire population, egspecially women, in the Brocesy
[t .. of develcopnent. Tt is alsa necessaty to work in favour of the structural changag
-+ r needed for the fulfilment of these aspirations. In line wikth these concerns, one

: : should endeavour te speed up social and economic development in developing

= countries; acoelerate the davelopment of the scientific and technological

i capabilities of those countries; promote an equitable distribution of hational
TR income; and eradicate absolute poverty, experienced dispropertionately by women and v
Fh.ii c¢hildren, with the shorkest possible delay by applying an averall strateyy that, on
I the one hand, eliminates hunger and malnutrition ahd, on the cther, works towards

L the construction of more just societies, in which women may teach their Eull
i development,

——r—

f
Paragraph 110 i

As the primary cbjective of development is ko bring about sustained
improvement in the well-being of the individual and of society and to bestow
benefits on all, development shoirld be seen pnot only as a desirable goal in itself

but also as an important means of furthering sequality of the sexes and Lhe
maintenance of peace.

Paragraph 111

Women should be an integral part of the process of defining the chiectives and
modes of development, as well as of developing strategies and measures for their
implementation. The need for women ro pacticipate fully in political processes and
to have an equal share af power in Yuiding development efforts and in benefiting [
from them should be vecognized. Organizational and other means of enabling women
to bring their interests and preferences into the evaluation and ¢hoice of
alternative development chjectives and strategies should be identified and
dupporbed. This would include special measures designed to enhance women's
autoncmy, bringing women into the mainstream of Ehe development process on an equal

basis with men, or other measures designed to integrate women fully in the total d
development effort.

Paragraph 112

._.9‘." [RE

The actual and petential ilmpact on women of macro-economic Processes UFEfafiqg
i i abt the internationzl and national levels, as well as of financial spatial and o0 E
i physical development policies, should be assessed and appropriate modificatiehis '
8ot made to ensure that women are not adversely affected. Tnitial emphasis %hbﬂ}ﬁtﬁf;. XS

placed on employment, health and education. Priority should be given td'the\]?%é;- -
development of human resources, bearing in mind the peed te aveld Eurther’i“Fr - '
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a- ;,1¢gislative action taken.
¢, effective participation of

v plang and in the formulation and implementation of mainstream programmes and
i prejects and should pot be confined goclaly ko statements of in

TR i

~attention should be given to the restructuring of employmeant,
; Eystems and to ensuring equal accees te land
- Iesources, Emphasis should be placed

W0 are decision-makers, palicy-makers, managers,

in the work-load of women,
geal with the economic and debtr erisis,

particularly when alternative policles are formulated to

Pﬂragragh 113

With due recodnition of the difficulties fnvolved, Gowsrnments,
and regional organization=z, and non-governmental organizations should intensify
their efforts to enhance the melf-reliance of women in a viable and sustainad
fashion. Because economic independence iz a AeCcessary pre-condition Lor
self-reliance, such efforts should above all be focused on increasing women's
access to gainful activities. Grazs-roots participatory proceeses and planning

approaches using local talent, expertise and rescurces are vital and should be
puppotted and encouraged,

international

raragraphk 114

The incorporation of women's issues in all areas and sectors and at the local,
national, regional and International levels chould be institytionalized. To this
end, appropriate machinery ahould be established or strengthened, and further

Sectoral policies and plans should be developed, and the
women in development should be integrated both in those

tent within plans or
to smali-scale, transitory projects relaking to women.

" Paragraph 115

The gender blas evident in mast development programmes should be eliminated

and the prejudices hindering the solution of women‘s Problems removed. FParticular

health and education
¢ Capital and other productive

on strategies ko assist women in genayating
measutres designed to improve women's access to )
Such strategies must focus on Lhe removal of legal, customary and ather
barrlers and on strangthening women's capacity ko use sxisting credit syskems,

and keeping Invome, including
credit.

. Faragraph 116

i
Governments should seek means to increase substantially the nomber of women :

profesgionals and technigians iIn
Wth traditional and hon-traditional! areas z3nd sectors. Women should be provided

with equal oppertunities for access to resources, especially edecation and .
t

raining, in order to facilitate their equal representation at higher managerial
And professional levels,

?aragraEh 117%

The role of women as a factor of devalopnent is in
volvement in varicus Eorms and levels of decision—
Boonomic and social astructures, such
industrial democracy,
Svelopmant of

many ways linked Lo their
making and management in

ag worker participation in management,

worker self-management, trade unionas and co-operatives, The
these forms of participation, which have an impact on the
development and promotion of working and living conditlaons, and the inclusion of
¥oKen in these forms of participation on an egual footing wikh men iz of Srucial
Bortance,
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Paragraph 118

The relationchips batween develeopment and the advancement of women under
specific sovic—cultural conditions should be studied locally to permit the
effective formulation of policies, programmes and projects designed far stable ang
egquitable growth, The findings should be used o develop social awacrenwess & the
need for effective participation of women in development and to create cealistic
images of women in socliety.

Paragraph 119

Tt iz vital that the link between the advancement of women and socic-economic

and political development be emphasized for the effactive mobilization of recoursces
For women.

Paragraph 12¢

The remunerated and, in particular, the unremun=rated contributioms of women
ko all aspects and sectors of development should be recognized, and appropriate
affnrts should be made to meazures and teflect these contributions in national
accounts and economic statistics and in the gross national product., Concrete steps
showld be taken to guantify the onremunerated contrlbution of women to agriculture,
food preduction, reproduction and household activities.

Paragraph 121

Coacerted actien chould be directed towards the establishment of a system af
sharing parental responsibilities by women and men in the family and by society.
To thiz end, priority should be given to the provision of a social infrastructure
that will enable society to share these responsibilities with families and,
simultaneously, to bring about changes in social attitudes so that new or medified
gender roles will he accepted, promoted and become oxercicable. Household tasks
and parental responsibilities, including decision-—making regarding family size and
child spacing, should be re-sxamined with & view to a better sharing of
responsibilities between men and women and therefore, be congducive to the
attainment of women's and men's self-reliance and to the development of future
human regources. '

Paragrapa 122

Monitoring and evaluation efforts should be strengthened and directed
specifically towards women's issues and Should be based on a thorough review and
exkensive development of improved statistics and indicators on the situation of
women as compared with men, over time and in all fields.

Paragraph 123

appropriate national machinery should be established and should be utiligedt°
integrake women effectively in the development process. To be effective, Ehid .
machinery should be provided with adeguate rescurces, commitment and authority to
encourage and enhance development efforts. ' :

.o - T ow

- .
[




& Pa[-agraEh 124

Regional and intarnational co-operakion, within th
co-operation among developing countries,
promote the effective participation of

e framework of technical

should be strengthenzd and extendad to
wamen in development.

o o,

Measures for the implementation of Ehe basic ctrategies
i at the naticnal level
1. Owverall

;ﬁf_Paragraph 125

dpiropriate machinery with zuffieient

¥ . established at the highest level of government as a focal poink to ensure that the
full range of developmont policies and programmes in all sectors recanizes women's

recontribation to devalopment and incorporates strategies to include women and ko

" snsure khat they receive an eguitable share of the benefits of development,

Yesources and avthority shaould be

T

ﬁaraq:aph l2s

" To achieve the goal aof developnent,

'ﬁfequality and peace, Governments should institutionalize women's [ssues by

establishing or strengthening appropriake machinery in all areas and
development .  In addition, they shoo

posttive change in the attitudes of

which is inseparably linked to the goals

sectors of
1d direct specific attention to effecting a
male decision-makers. Governments shonld
ensure the establishment and implementation of legislation and administrative
policies and mobilize communications and information g¥stams to greate social
gpareness of the legal right= of women to pParticipate in all aspects of Aevelopmant
at all levels apd at ail stages - that is, planning, implementation and

évaluatinn.

Governments should stimulate the formation and growth of women's
ganizations and women's droups and

give fipnancial apd wrganizational support to
eir activikies when Appropriake.

Iadraph 127

Naticnal resources should be directed §2 as to promote the participation of

0 at all lewvels and in all aresas and sectors. Governments should astablish ;
abional and sectoral plans and specific kargets for women in development: equip L
he machinery in charge of women's issues with political, financial and techaical H
saurces; strengthen intersectoral co-ordination i promoting women's

Eticipation; and establish institurional mechanisms to addrass Lhe needs of
téPecially vulnerable groups of women.

Iddrach 128

Governments should r
llization of women'
tlonal deve lapttent

buld ba formulated
Tperakives,

ecognize the impartance of and the need far £he Fult
5 potential for self-reliance and for the atbzinmant of
goals and should snact legizlation ro £nsure this,
and implemented to provide women's orqanizationz,
trade unions and professional agsociations with access tg credit and
* Linancial assistance and to training and extenszion services. Copsultative
nisms through which the views of women may be incorporated in goveramental
vities should be seb ep, and supportive ties with woman's grass-rosts

Programmes

-1 -
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e e hmem

sofdanizations, such as self-help community devalocpment and mutwal aid societip

2 and

ed
and maintatined to facilitate the integration of women in mainstream develapmen;

non—governmental organizations committed ko the cawse of women should ba traap

Paragraph 12%

There should be close co-ordination between Covernments, agencies and athey
boedies at the mational and local level. The effectiveness of national Machinery
ineluding the relationship between Governments and non-goveromental arganiza :
should be evaluated and strengthened with a view to improving so-operatiaon.
Fositive experiences and good models should be widely publicized,

tiong,

Paragraph 130

Governments should compile gender-zpecifie statistics and information apg
should develop or reorganize an information system to bake decisions and attion an
the advancement of women, They should aleo support local tesearch ackivities ang
lecal experts to help identify mechanisms far the advancement of women, foousing g
Ehe self-reliank, self-custaining and self-generating social, eccnomic and
political developmsant of women.

Paraarapgh Iﬁl

Governmental mechanfsms should be established for monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of institutional and administrative arrangements and of delivery

systems, plans, programmes and Projecks to promote an equitable participation of
women In developmenk.

2. Areas for specific action

Employment

Paragraph 132

Special measures aimed at the advancement of women in all types of smployment

should be consistent with the economic and social policies promoting full
productive and freely chosen emplovment.

Paradraph 133

Folicies should provide the means to mobilize public awareness, political
support, anpd institutional and financial resolrces to enable women ko obtain jobs
involving more skills and responsibility, including those at the managerial level
in all sectors of the economy. These measures should include the prometion of
woman's occupational mobility, especially in the middle and lower lewels of the
work=force, where the majority of women wark.

Paragraph 134

GCovernmenkts that have not yet dane so should ratify and implement the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
other international instrumentz relating ko tha improvement of the conditien oF
women workers.
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Sand { ,oauraph 135
=L+ BN
£, Heasures based on legislation and trade wnion action should ba baken o ensure
equity in all jobs and aveid exploitative trends in part-time work, as waell as the
. tendency towards the feminization of part-time, tamporary and seasonal work,
BT - ¥ paregraph 136
I¥; - fh
oz, Flexible working hours for all are strongly recommended as a measure Ffor
- ﬁ arcouraging the sharing of parental and domestic responsibilities by women and men,
ik, provided that sech measures are not used against the interests of emplycas,
fi;m.ent:y Progzranmes, complete with training and stipends, should be provided for
i E women who have been cut of the labour force for some time. Tax struckures should
.+ pe revised £5 that the tax liability on the combined garnings of married couples
s 3 ages not constitote a disincentive te women's employmenk .
ooan oL
and,”

Eliminating all forms of emp
erigletive measures,

loyment diserimination, inter ulia through
k work ©f egual waly

ecpecially wage differentials between women and men carrying
e, 15 strongly recommended te ali parties congerned,
Mditicnal programmes chould help to overcome stil] existing disparities In wages

ween women and men., Differences ip the legal conditions of work of women and
should also be eliminated,

where there are digadvantages to wWomer, and
rivileges should be accorded b

o male and female parents, Ocoupational
egegregation of women and men should be promoted,

agraph 138

The public and private sectors should make concerted efforts to diverzify and
tate new employment opportunities for women in the traditional, non-traditional
i high Productivity areas and sectors in bath rural and urban areas through the
h_ign and impiementation of ingentive achemes for both employvers and women

lplovaes and through widespread diszeminatien of information, Gender stereotyping

h:all areas should he avolded and the occupational prospects of women shogld be
fhced ,

[ IH
The working conditions of women ghould be improved in all formal ard informal v
$533 by the public and private sectors, Ocoupational health and gafety and job
: ced and protective measures against work-related health
emented for women and men. Appropriate measures shonld be
harassment on the job or sexual exploitation in specific
 @ych as domestic service. Appropriate meagures for tedress should be
tided by Gavernments and legislative Measures quarantesing these rights sheould
HEorced,  En additiom, Governments and the private sector should put in place
Nisms to identify ang correct harmful working conditions,

JEFlh 14ﬂ

tional planning should give urgent consideration to the development and
h?“ihg of social security and health =chemes and maternity protection

IN keeping with the Principles laid down in the TLOD makternity protection
on recommendation and other celevant ILO

]

Mtion ang maternity pretackf

-0




]
i .

5
Lo
.
L
L
P
i
!
i

conventions and recommendations asz a prerequisite bto the hastening of women's
effective participation in production, and all business and trade unions should
seer bo-promote the rights and compensations of workling women and to ensure that
appropriate infrastructures are provided. Parental leave following the birth of a
child should be avalilable to both women and men and preferably shared between

Lhem. Provision should be made for accessible child-care facilities for working
parents.

Paradgraph 141

Govarnmenks and non-govsromental organizations should recognize the
contribution of older wamen and the importance of their input in those aress thar
directly affect their well-being., Urgent attention should be paid to the educatinn
and training of wyoung women in all fields. Special retevaining programmes including
technical training should also be deaveloped for young women inm both urban and Eyral
sectors, who lack qualifications and are ill-equippsd to enter productive
employnment. Steps should be taken b eliminata exploitative treatment of young
women at work, in lipe with ILO Convention Wo. 111 concerning discrimination in

respect of employment and occupation, 1958 aznd ILO Convention No. 122 concarning
employment policy, 1964,

Perragraph 142

Hational planning, prodrammes and projects should lawnch a twofold aktack op
Foverty amd unemployment. To enable women to galn access Lo egual economic
opportunities, Governments should seek to involve and integrate women in all phaszes
of the planning, delivery and evaluation of multisectoral programmes that elimimate
disgrimination against women, provide required supportive services and emphasize
income generation. Bn increased number of women should be hired in naticnal
planning mechanisms. Particular attention should be devoted to the informal sector
since it will e the major employment outlet of a consilderable number of

underprivileged urban and tural women. The co-operative movement could play an
indispensable role in this ares.

Faragraph 143

Recognition and application should be given to the fact Ehat women and men
have egual rights Eo work and, en the same footing, to acguire a personal income on
equal terms and conditione, regardless of the sconomic situation. They chould be
given cpportunities in accordance with the protective legislation of each country
and e3pecially in the labour market, in the context of measures ta stimulate
economic development and to promote emprloyment growth.

Paragraph 144

In view of the percistence of high unemployment levels in many countries,
Governments should endeavour to skrengthen the efforts to cope with thiz igsue and
provide more job opportunities for women. Gilven that in meny cases women account
for a disproportionate share of total unemployment, that their umemployment rates
are higher than those of men and that, owing to lower gualifications, geographical
mobility and other barrvises, women's prospects far alternative jobs are mostly
limited, more attention should be given to unemplovment as it affects women. .
Meagyres shoUld be taken ko alleviate the zonsequences of unemployment for women 11
declining sectors and cecupations., In particmlar, training measures must be
instituted o facllitate the transition.
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paraﬁl'aEh 145

Although general policies dezigned to reduce unemployment or to create jobs
may benefit both men and women, by their natore they are often of greater
gssistance to men than to women. For this reason, specific measyres should be

tzken to permit women to bensfit egualily with men Erom national policies to creats
jobs.

raragraph 146

As high unempleyment ameng youth, wherever it exists, 1z a makker of =eriogs

. goncern, policies designed to deal with this problem should take inta ascount that
unemployment rates f£or young women are often much higher than those for YOoung mern.

4 . poreover, Measures aimed at mitigating uncmployment among youth should not

i pegatively affect the employment of women in obther age daroups - £or example, by

lowering Ainimum wages. WHomen should not Face any impediment to employment

;'f'appurtunitiES and benefits in cases where their hushands are epoyed.

i ’-_'R-':-T.‘P‘: 1_.-_-._-;.::_._:_! L= :'..'. R
R

it paragraph 147

" Governments tchoold alsc give special attention to women in the perlpheral or

‘;.marginal labour market, such as those 1n unstable temporary work or unregulated

ir: pact-time work, as well as to the increasing number of women working in the
Wi: informal sconomy.

The wital role of women as providers of health care both inside and outside
{i tha home should be recognized, taking inte account the following: the creation and
| teengthening of basic serviges fer the delivery of health care, with due regard to o
evels of fertility and infant and maternal mortality and the needs of the most P!
g8 vulnerable groups and the nesd to conkrol locally prevalent endemic and epidemic
izseases. Governments that have not already done s zheuld undertake, in
sfo=operation with the World Health Organization, the United NHations Children's Fund P
:2nd the Hnited Nations Fund for Population Activities, plans of action relating to R
#omen in health and development in order to identify and teduce risks to women's REE
ihealth and to promote the positive health of women at all stages of life, bearing R
{#1Hiﬂﬂ the productive role of women in society and thelr responsibilities for i
Yearing and rearing children. Woman's participation in the achievement of Health R P
©r All by the Year 2000 should be recognized, since thedr health knowledge is '
sfucial in their multiple roles as health providers and health brokers for the
amily ang community, and as informed concumers of adeguate and appropriate healthk
are.

The participation of women in higher professional and managetial positions in
b institutions should be increased through appropriate legislation; training
Supportive action should be taken to increase women's enrolment at higher

¥els of medical training and tratning in health-related filelds. For sffective
Mnity involvement to ensure the attainment of the World Health Organization's

1 of Health for All by the Year 2000 and responziveness to women's health nceds,

Balt
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; womar: showld he représented in national and losal health cogheils and committess,
i The empleyment and working conditions of women health peresomnel and bealth Varkapy
should be expanded and improved at all levels. Pemale traditional healers and

birth attendants should be more fully and constructively integrated in nationag
health planning. ’

———

Parageaph 150

HBealth education shenld be gearad towards changing those attitudes and valaes
and actions that are discriminatory and detrimental to women's and girls’ health,
Steps should be taken to change the attitudes and health knowladge and CORpoziting
. of health personnel so that there cap be an appropriate understanding of women's
: health needs. A greater sharing by men and women of Family and health-care

responsibilities should be ancoursged. Women must ke involved in Ehe Formulation 1
and planning ©f their health education needs. Health educaticn should be availahia
s to the entire family not only through the health care system, but alss throwgh alj
; sppropriate charmels and in particular the edocational system. To this end,
; Gavernmenks should ensure that information meant Lo be received by women is
rzlevant ke women's health priorities apd is suitably presented.

—_—

A Paragrapgh 151

R Promotive, preventive and curative health measures should be strengthened

ﬁ: i through cembined measures and 3 supportive health infrastructurs which, in

ST accordance with the Internaticnal Cofe of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes,

Lohnbe should be free of commercial pressure. To provide immediate access to water and

L sanjtagy facilities for women, Governments should ensure that women are consulted
" and involwed in the planning and implementation of water and sanitation projecks,

trained in the maintenance of water-supply systems, and consulted with reqatd Lo

technologies used in water and sanitation projects. In this regard,

recommendations arising from the activities generated by the Intermatiocnal Brinkiesg

Water Supply and Sanitation Decade and ather public health proarammes shauld be
taken into account.,

T
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Paragraph 152

Governments chould take measures to vaccinate children and pragnant women i
against certain endemic local diseases as well as other diseases as recommended by
the vaccination schedule of the World Health Organization and tn eliminate any
differences in coverage betwsen boys and dairls (¢E. WHO report ER 75/22). 1In
regions where rubella is prevalent, waccinatians shomld preferably be given to
giris before pubsrty. OGovernments should ensurae that adequate arrangements are
made to preserve the quality of vaccines, Governments should ensure the quality.ﬂf t
vacCines. Governments should also ensure the full and informed participation of
women in programmes to control chronic and communicabla diseaszes,

Faragraph 153

The international community should Intensify efforts to eradicate the
frafficking, marketing and distribution of unsafe and ineffective drugs and @ .o
disseminate information on their {11 effacts, Those efforts should include
educatiooal programmes to promots the proper prescription and informed use of .
drugs, Efforts should also ke strengthensd to eliminate all practices detrim&ﬂﬁﬂ
to the health of women and children. EFFarts should he made to ensure that all <o
women have access to essential Arugs appropriate ko their specific needs and as ”
recommended ln ehe WHO List of Essential Drugs as applied in 1978, 1t 1S - -

T
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japerative that information on the
éﬂjlahlf to all women, When drugs ara imported or exported Governments should use
wppe WHD Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmacentical Preducsts Moving in
~IImel.nati::lln.a.:l. Commepce,

Ppropriate uwse of such drugs is made widely

154

women should have access to and control over income to
iumitinn for themselves and their ehildren. Also, Governments should Eoster
jetivities that will increase awareness of the speclal nutritional needs of women;

wovide support to engsure sufficient rest inm the last trimester of pregnancy and
hile breast-feedingy and promote interventions to cednce the prevalence of

'iiﬁritianal diseages such as anaemiz in women of ail ages, particularly young
gsn, and promote the development and use of locally produced weaning food.

movide adequate

dppropriate health facilities showld he planned, designed, construycted and
ipped to be readily accessible and acceptable. Se¢vices zhould bBe in harmony

th the Eiming and patterns of women's work, as well as with wemen's needs ang
rspeCtives. Maternal and child—care facilities, including family planning

vices, should be within easy reach of alil Women. Governments should alss ensure
ﬂﬁtwuﬂen have the same acca=s5 a3z men ko affordable curative, preventive and
fthabilitative treatment. Whetever possible, measures should be taken te condust

gﬁgtal acreening and treatment of women's common diseasses and cancer.
the. unacceptably high lewvels of maternal

' reduction of maternal morbalicy From
d be & Key target for Sovernments an
ding professicnal organizatlons.

In view ok
mortality inm many developing colnkries,

now to kEhe pear 2000 to a minimum lavel
d non-goveramental organizations,

g The ability of woemen to control their own kertility forms an important basis -
gﬁ,he enjovyment of ather rights. As recognized in the World Population Plan of
jon 11/ and reaffirmed at the Internaticnal Conference on Population, 1984, all
e8 and individuals have the basic human right to decide Freely and informedly
mber and spacing of their childreny maternal and child health and
Wlly—planning components of primary healkh care should be strengthened; and

¥~planning infarmation should be produced and services created.
{° Beryices should be encou

icles and should be carri
rea their syoeess.

Aoccess ko
raged by Governments irrespective of theirp popelation

ed out wikh the participation of women's organjizations

A0raph 157

iGovernments should make available, as a matter oF urdency, information,

3ation and tpa means to assist women and men to take decisions about thelr
humber of c¢hildren, To ensure a voluntary and free choicae, family-planning
lon, education and means should include all medically approved and

*riate methods of family planning. EBducation For responsible parenthood and

i~life education should be widely available and should be directed towscede

£
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-~ The Holy See delegation ressrvad its Fosition with respect ko
g 3PhE 156 1y 159 bagause it did not agree with the substance of those
Arhg,
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bokth men and women. Hon—governmental organlzations, pafticularly women ' &
organizations, should be involved in such programnes because they can be the mast
effective media for motivating pecple at that lavel.

Paragraph 158%

AveT.—

Fecognizlng that pregnancy oecurring 1n adolescent girls, whether mwarried of
unmarried, has adverse gffects on the morbidity and mortality of both mother and
child, Governments are urged to devwelop policies to encourage delay in the
commancement of childbearing. Goverpments should make efforts to raise the age of
entry inko macriage in countries in which this age is still quite low. Altention
should also be given to ensaring that adolescents, both girls and boys, receive
adeguate informaktion and edycation,

Paragraph 153%

Rll Governmenkts should ensure that fertiliity—control methods and deugs <onforn
to adeguate standards of guality, efficiency and safety. This should alsc apply o
organizations responsible for distributing and administering these methods,
Information on contraceptives should be made available o women., Programmes of
incentives and disincentives should be nelther coercive nor discriminatory and
should be consistent with internationally recognized human rights, as wall as with
changing individeal and cultural values.

Paragraph 160

Govermmants should encourage local women's organizations to participate in
primary health-care activities including traditional medicine, and should devize
ways to Support WOmer, scpetially underprivileged wWomen, in taking responsibility
for zelf-care and in promoting community care, particularly in rural areas. MOKR
emphasis should be placed om preventive rather than gurakbive MeaAsSUres,

Paragraph 1B1

The appropriate gender-specifis indicators for monitoring women's haalth that
have been or are bwing developed by the world Health Organization sheould be widely
applied and utilized by Governments and othar interested organizations in order o
develop and sustain measures for treating low-grade ill health and for reduding
high morbidity rates among Wwomen, particularly when ilinegsses are peychosomatic of
soeial and cultural in nature. Governments that have not yet done so should
asstablish focal points to carry out such menitoring.

Farageaph )E2

Ocoupational health and safety should be enhanced by the public and privake
cectors., Concern Wwith the cccupational health risks should cover female as well a5
male workers and focus amond other things on risks endangering thelr reproductive

capabilities and unborn children. Efforts should equally be directed at the health-

of preanant and lactating women, the health iwpact of new technologies and the
harmonigation of work and family responsibilities.

* The Holy See delegatimm reseryved its position with respect b3
paragraphs 156 to 149 hegause it did nek adgree with the substance of thase
paragraphs.
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ParﬂﬂraEh 163

Education is the basis For the full promotion anpd
woaen. It is the basic tool that should be diven to
. role as full members of society, Governments should sktrengthen the Farticipation

D of women at all levele of national sducatisnal policy and in formulating and
#- . implementing plans, programmes and Frojects,

i. revise and adapt women's education to the real
v pxisting and new services should be direc
¥ palicy-makacs, decision-makers, plangers,
£ particular attention ko the DNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Bducation
+ ¥ [1960) .  Special measures should also be adopted to increase squal accoss to

i gcientific, technical and ¥ocational aeducation, Particularly for rYoung women, and
. evaluate Progress made BY the poorest women in urban and roral areas.

FaraE!['&Eh 164

Special mMessures should be taken by Governments and the interpatinngl |
Ji:organizations, especially UNES(l, to eliminate the hj
Hiyear 2000, with the support of the international comm

late measures for this purpaga. While the

r Priority programmes are stiil

at bave generzlly led te higher
literacy rates among women than among men. Efforts should be made to promote

netional literacy, wikh special emphasis on health, mukrition and viable aconomic
ill4 and opportunities, in order to eradicate illiteracy among women ang to
additional materizl for the eradication of illiteracy. Programmes for

rural areas shoyld he initiated apg

R
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ities of the developing warld.
ted to women as intellectuals,
ontributors and beneficiaries, with

The caugen of bigh absentecism and drap-out rates of
Measures musk La develaped,
r inter alia, create the gppropriate incentive
#qual oppertunity to acquire education ak all levels
ication in a work ar CAreer contaxt. Such measures should include the
Wgngthening of communication and information s¥stems, the implementation of
.Eppriate legislation and the reorientation of educational rersonnel. Moreover,
Vernments should encourage and finance adult education programmes for those women
have never completed their studies or were forced to interrupt their studies,
ing to Eamity tesponsibilities, lack of Einancial rescurces or early pragnancias,

girls in the educational
gtrengthened and implemented
5 to ensure that woman have
« 33 well as to apply their

" Effarts should be made &

AUPpory from governmental,
£1tably distributed to girls
qeally acceszible to them,

@ ensure bEhat availabie scholarships and other forms
nén—govarnmental and private sources are expanded and
and boys and that bearding and lodging facilitiex
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improvement of the Status of
women in order ko Fulfil their

Special measures should hbe adopted ko
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Paragraph 167

The curcricula of public and private schonls showld be examined, textbooks ang
ather educationai materisals reviewed and educational personnel retrained in order
to eliminate all discriminatory gender sterestyping in education. Educational
ingtitutions should be encouraged Lo expand their aurricula to include studiesx on
women's conkribution to all aspects of development.

Parajraph 168

¢ha Decade has witunessed the rise of Centres and programmes of women's studies
in responsa te social forees and to the need for developing a new scholarship and &
body of knowledge on women's studies from the perspective of women. Women's
gtudies should be developed to reformulate the current models jntluencina the
congtitution of knowledge and sustaining a value system that reinforces
ineguality. The promotion and application of women's studies ingide and cutgide
and comventional (nstitutions of learning will help to create a just and equitable
soclety in which men and women enjoy equal partnership.

Paragragph 169

Encouragement and incentives, as well as counzelling aervices, should be
provided for girls to' study scientific, technical and managerial subjects at all
levels, in order to develop and enbance the aptitudes of women for decisien-making,
management and leadership in these flelds.

Paragcaph 170

All educational and oceupational trajning should be flexwible and acoessible to
both women and men. Tt should aim to improve empldyment possibilities and
promotion prospects for women including those aread where technologies are
improving rapidly. and vogakicnal training programmes, as well as workers®
pducational schemes dealing with co-operatives, trade unions and work associatlons,
should stress the importance of egual opportunity for women at ali levels of work
and work-related activitles.

Paragraph 171

Extencive meagurasg should be taken to diversify women's vocational educakion
and training in order to extend kheir cpportunities for employment in oeoupatians
that are non-traditional or are new to women and that are important Eo
developnent. The pressnt sducational system, which in many countries iz sharply
divided by sex, with girls receiving inskruction in home economics and boays IR

technicai subjects, should be altered. Existing vocational training centres should

pe opened to girle and women instead of conrtinuing a searsgated training system.

Earagraph 172

A fully integrated system of training, having direct linkages with employment

needs, pertinent ko future enployment and development trends should be created and
implemented in order to avoid wastage of homan resources.

Paragraph 173

rducational programmes to enable men to assume a3 much responatbhillity as women

in the upbringing of children and the maintenance of the household should be
introduced at all lewvels of the educaticnal system.
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Food, water and agrigulture

r——

Ly - . pareqraph 174

Women, as key food producers in many regions of the world,

{n the development and production of food a
in all phases of the productien cycle, including the conservation, storage,
preces2ing and marketing of food and agricultural products. Women therefors make 3
pital combribution to economic development, particularly in 2ariculturally based
economies, which muat be better recognized and rewarded. Development strategies
and programmes, as well as incentive programees and projects in bhe field of fand
and 2qriculiure, need to be designed inm a manner that fully integrates women at all
levels of planning, implementation, monitoring evaluation in all stages of the
gevelopment process of a project ¢yole, so as to facilitate and enhance this kay
role of women and to ensure that women recelve proper bepefits and remuneration

. commensurate with thelr imporkant cantribution in this field. Moreaver, women

: . chould be fully integrated angd involved in the techntlegical researeh and energy
£ .aspects of feod and agricultural developnent.

play a central role
nd aqriculkore, participating actively

I .Paragraph 175

During the Decade, the significant contribution of

1. developmenkt has been more widely recognized, particularly their conkribution in

" yorking hours to agricultural, fishery and forestry production and consecvation,
i and to various Parts of the food system. There are indications, however, that
- poverty and landlessness among rural women will increase significantly by the

- year 2000. In order to stem this trend, Governments should implement, as a matter
of priority, eguitable and stable investment and growkh policies for tural
development to ensure that there is a reallocation of the country's resources

¥hich, in many cases, are largely derived from the rural areas but allocated to
arben development.

women b2 agricultural

Paragraph 176

[
Governments should establish multisectoral programmas to promote the .
ctive capaclty of rural Porr women in Food and animal
:iﬁfarm employment opportunities, reduce their work-load, inter alia, by
Bupporting the establishment of adeguate child—care facilities and that of thair
hildren, reverse their pauperization, improve their access to all sources of o
EMerqy, and provide them with adequate water, health, education, affective i
tension secvices and trapsportation within their region. In this connection it
Biould be noted that the World Conference on Agrarias Reform and Rural Development,
¢4 at Fome in 1971, 12/ recognized women's vital role in the socio—economic 1ife .
I both agriculrural and non-ageloultural activities as a preraquisite for o
;W?¢ssﬁui varal development policies, Planning and programmes, and Proposed P
PECific messures for improving their condition, which are stili valid. fThe .
LMramne of petion Eor the Second Half of the United Nations Decade For Women also :

ﬂudad Epecific measyures tno improve the =ituation of wamet; in Food and
leulkure, which remain a valid quide Far action.

production, create

ragraph 177

35 The General F&SSEEbl}';
“Ction and agriculture

Thations) community at

“ultural preduction and

in resclution 39/165 on the oritical situvation of food
in Africa, confirmed the growing concern of Lhe

the dramatic @eteriorvation in African food and

the resulking alarming increase in the numher of

i
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pecple, espeeially women and children, exposed to hungec, malnutrition and even

; starvation, OConcrete measures and adequate resourcas for the benefit of African
ER women should be a priority. The international commipity, particulacly donor

Foo countries, should be urged to assist afrizan women by continuing and, whers
possible, by iptreasing financial assistance to enhance the role oF women as fond
N preducers, with an emphasig on providing training in food technoliogies, thereby
T alleviating the problems of the continent resulting from extended droughk and a
ok savere shortage of food. Donor countries should also contribute b the special
funds that have heen launched by varicus organizations - for example, the United
Narions Development Fund for Women. Emergency acsistance should ke increased apd
acceleratad to alleviate the suffering of starving and dying women and ¢hildren
ander famine conditions in Afvica. Furthermors, given the critical food situation
in Africa, aggravated inter alia by demographic pressures, khe international
community is urged to dive priority to and provide support for the efforta of the
african counktries to overcome this serious situation. These efforts include the
Lagos Plan of hcoction and the Nairobt Programme of Action, as well as the
=onsultation by African Governments on the role of women in food producklon ard
food security.

Paragraph 178

Governments should give priority to supporting effective warticipation by
women in food production and in food security programmes and should develop
specific plans of action for this purpose. This would ensure bhat pesources ara
directed btowarde women's programmes, that women are integrated in all mainstream
rural development projects and that prajecks are lncated within technical
miniskries as well as ministries of social affairz. Governments should promote
integrated salutions, such as national food polinies, which are diversified
acocording to specific natural regions for the improvement of self-reliance in food
preduction, instead of resorting to palliatives or fragmented remedies.

Faragraph 179

Mechanisms should alsg include menitoring and evaluation anfl, where necessary
should modify the allocation of resources between wWomen and men in mixed projects)
should reskructure rural development schemes to respond to women's needs) sheould
assess women's projects in terms of technical and economic viability, as well a5 oF
gocial grounds; and should develop gender-cpecific stakistics and information that
reflect accurately women's contribution to food staples. Women's participationin
programmes and projects to promote food securilty chould be enhanced by providing
them with opportunities to held officlal positlens, to receive training in
leadership, administration and financial managemant and to organize on a
co-pperative basis. Research and exparimentation should be conducted on food
produckion and storage techniques to improve traditional knowledge and introduce
madern technology.

Paragraph 1440

animzl husbandry, fishery and forestcy prodrammes should give gqreater
attention bo the effective participation of women as contributers and
bhenefjolaries. Similarly, all other off-farm rural production programmes, as well -
ac rural settlement, health, educaticnal and social service programmes, ghould
secure the participation of women as planners, contributors and beneficiaries.

- -




pacagraph 181

Rlsa imporiant are the dissemination of inEormat

' ion to rural women through
"} pational information campaigne,

using all available media and establishaq women ' s
.} gronps the exposure of local populations to innovakion and creativity through
':a?ﬁrqir £ilms, talke, visits to areas where needs are similar, and demonstrations
of scientific 2nd technological innovations; the Participation of women facmers in
*}§1eiﬂarﬂh and information campaigns: and the involvement of women in technical
sp-operation smong developing eounbries and the exchange of information,

; .:_raragraeh 1g2

Rural women's access to land, capital, technology, know-how and othar
'*-_Pﬂﬂuctive rescurces should be secured, Women should be given full and effestive
I rights to land ownership, regiskration of land titles and allogation of tenapncies
‘F on ireigation or settlement schemes and should also benefit from land refarm.
- fiomen*s customary land and inheritance rights uwnder condirions of land shortage,
- Jend improvement or shifte into cash-cropping should be protected, Implementation
. of inheritance laws should be modified so that women can inkerit a fair share of
' fﬁhmgtock. agricultural machinery and other Property. Women's acoess to investment
g,ﬁhance to increase their productivity and income should be suppotted by removing
;:'Jegal and institutional restricticns and by promoting women's savings groups and
e en-opezatives and intermedisry institutions, as well as training in and assistanca
Eruirh financial Management, savings and investments and realiocation of land
;fémmrcesr with peiority placed on production, aespecially of staple foods.

. Wamen should be integrated fnts modern technology programmes that introduce
# Qrops and improved wvarfeties, rgtation of erops, mixed farming, mixed and

tercropping Systems, low-cost sofl fertility techniques, so{l and water
sonservaticon methods amd other modern improvements.
volvement in the construction, manayement and maint
culd ha promoted.

-Jaragraph 184

In this connection, women's
enance of irrigation sohemes

- Apprapriate food-processing technologies cap free women from time« ang e
inergy-consuming tasks and thus effect improvements {n their health. ARPDroprizte Dov

£chiologies can also increase the productivity and income of women, either L
fireckly or by Freeing them to engage in other activities, Such technologies
?ﬂmld ke desiqned and introduced, however, {n 4 manner thar BRIUCSS wamen's access
L0-the new technology and to its benefits and does not displace women from means of

*elinood when alternative opportunities are not available. Appropriate "
bur-saving technologiles should utilize local human and material resources and ;o
tipensive sources of energy. The design, testing and dissemination of the Lo
Pnology shauld be appropriate also to the women whe will b the users. L
—governmental arganlzations ¢an play a valuable role in this process,

Opriate and affordable food-processing technologies should be made widely
lable to ryrail women, along with appropriate and affordable starage, marketing
_ﬁranspcrtatinn facilities to reduce post-harvest and ingome loggas,
frimation on improved methods which have been ecologically confirmed of reducing

~harvest food loss and of presecving and conserving food products should he
prtl? disseminated.

i}
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Faragraph 185

Financial, technical, adviscry and institutiotal sdpport should be provideg to
women's organizations and groups te enhance the self-reliance of rural women,
Women's co-operatives should be promoted to operate on a larger scale by impraoyg
farm inpuk provisions, primaty processing and the whelesale marketing of womaen'y
production. Ccomprehensive support should be given bto women's organizations oo

facilltate the acguisition of farm inputs and information and to facilitate the
marketing of produce,

Paragraph 186

Governments should set targets £or ingreased extension contracts with rupg]
women r recorlent the trainitng of male edtension workers and Erain adequate nunbers
of female extension weorkers. Women should be given access to training programmes
at different levels thak develop varioos types of skills to widen the range of
methods and technologies peed for agricultural poodeotion,

Paragraph 187

Covernments should inyolve women in the mobilizatiaon and distribobion of food
aid in countries affeckted by the drought, as well as in the fight against
desertification, through large-scals afforestation campaigns {planting Of woodicks,
callective farms and sesdlings).

Paragragh 188

Governmants should pay greater attention to the presegvakion and the
maintenance free from pollution of any kind of scurces of water supply for
irrigakion and domestic copnsumption, applying special remedial measures bt relieve
the burden placed on women by the task of febtching water. To this end, they shzuld
construct wells, bore-holes, dams and locally made water-gatchment devices
safficient for all ircigation and domestic needs, including those of livestock,
women should be included by Govwermments apd agencies in all policy planning,
implementation and administration of water supply projects and trained to take
responsibility for the management of hydraulie infrastructures and equipment amd
far its maintenance.

Industrg

Pacagraph 189

The problems related to the industrial development of the developing pountriss
raflact the depepdent natare of their econcowies and the need Lo promote '
transformation industries kased on domestic agricultural production as a
fundamental issue of development. Women are an important pact of the agricultural
work-foroe; therefore, there should be special interest in the promotion of the »
technical training of women in this partigular field. 1In this respect, GSovernmentd
=hould tzke into account the following recommendations:

{a) There should be a link between agrigulture and industry;

(b} Steps should be taken bo eliminate the particular obstacles to -
industrialization and to the participation of women in industry, such as energys .
the limited markets of some developing countries, the rural exodus, poor '

inErastructure, a lack of technical hnow-how, the dependence of the indugtried uf\::?

come Cugntries and a lack of financial resourges;
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o :dcjpate in gdult eduocation and in-service progremmes that teach not only

the iwﬂgy put also saleable inpome-generating skills, and hylentnuraginq women to
L jeipate in collective organizations, including trade Bniones

i) Tndustrial co-cperation among developing ¢ounkries shonld be promoked by

sting gubregional ifndustries;

le) International organizations and developed countries should assist
1oping conntries ip their industrialization efforr and the inkegration of women
lhat PEOERES,

gernments should ensure that, at all levels of the planning process, women

nf.f#ﬁ" {jzipate poth directly in decicion—making and indirectly through effeative
K g iyation with the potential bepeficiaries of programmes and projects. To this
hgsisget

ﬂgaln; S resOUreas ghoold be allocated bo prepace womeh, through training, wvocaticnal

jnca and career couhselling and through increased incentives and other Suppobt
wrea, for increased pacrticipation in policy-making and decision-making roles
lg integrate them by means of special measuras at all lavels.

aph 191

relig k% women showld be wiewed as uvgers and agents of change in spience and
5l | wlogy. and their technelogical and managerial skills should be enhanced in

o ts increase nakional self-reliance in industrial production and to promote
woak ;b litions in productive design, product adaptation and production technioves. AL
M - W time, industrlal rechnologies should be spplisd appropriately to Ehe needs
rane ;i wsituations of women 50 as to frea them Erom time- and energy-consuming tasks.

The tntroduction of advanced technologies in industry in particular, must
omen to enter into sectors from which they hawve been so far excloded,

i %q?ernments should direct their efforts teo expanding women's employment
X -@pities in the modern, traditional and sel)f-employed sechors of both khe
zulbpg ="§hd urban economy and to avoiding the exploitation of female labaur., Efforts
E.E fove the absolute and relative levels of women's earhings and working
g itlons should pe direcred simultanecusly to all three sectors,

h 194

N actordance with acrcepted intermational labour standards, particularly,

ot exelusively, in the fleld of female employment, sppropriate legislation
al:be adopted and fully implemented at the national level. Specific

feration ghould be given to the removal of digcriminatory practices concerning
ent conditions, health and safety, and to guaranteeing provisions far

Mt wopen and maternity benefirs and child care. Social security penefits,
;f?"unemployment betefits, should be guaranteed to women on an eaval footing
€N, Recruitment of female workers in existing or new capital-intensive,
Muctiviry sectors should be encouraged.

~47-



Paragraph 195

Governmenta should recognize the importance of Improwing the conditions apg

) gtructure of the informal sector for nationsl indiustrial develophent and the roje

: of women within it. Tradirional craft and cottage industries, as well as the Smal]

- industrial efforts of women, should ke supported with credits, trainiag facilitjag,
marketing opportunities and technological guidanse. To this end, producerst {

: co—operatives should be supported and women should ba encouraged to eskaklish,
: manage and owpn Emall enterprises,

Psraqraph 186 _f

gt Governments should design and promote as well as encourage the design and
Ty ' promotion of programmes and should allocate resources to Prepare women to take gp |
traditional and non~traditional industrial activities in Srganized and small
enterprizes, as well as in the informal seckor, through innovative approaches reo
Eraining, and should prepare and disgeminate tralning materials and provide

training to the trainers. They should support self-employment initiatives amd
affer guidance and career counselling.

)
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Trade and codmergial gefyices

Paragraph 187

Govarnments should recoygnize the potential impact of shore—term ecopomic
adiestment policies on women in the arsas of trade and commerce. Government
policies ghould promote the foll participation and integration of women in thess
areas. Alternative sources of finance and new markobs should be soaght to maintais
and increase women's participation in these activities. dot only shoold : F
appropriate measdres be taken to ensure that legal and administrative impediments
that prevent women from enjoying effective and egqual acocess ko Einange and credit

m o oo Fm o o ™

Efforts should be made ko encourage epnterprises to tpaln women In ecﬂnﬂﬂiﬁ. )
sectors that traditionally have been clased to them, to promote diversification ?
whmen's employment and ko eliminate gendar bias from labour markets.

are removed but in addition positive measures such as loan guarantses, kechnical ] Pl
adwvice and marketing development services should be inkrosduced. 1
]
Faragraph 194 I
¥
Governments shoald also recognize the positive contribubion of women traders '
to local and national economies and should adopt policies to assist and organize B
these women. The infrastructure and management of markets, transportation and
gocial services should be improved to increase the efficiency, secarity and income
of women traders and to reduce their work-load and the hazards to their healthrﬂsz_ e
well as ko avold wastage of marketable produce. Tralning opportunikties in .:h
bockkeeping, finance, packaging, standacdisation and processing technology should :_,.m
be provided to women traders. Such training should alsc aim abk gpening UD .:H
employment Opportunities o thase women In other marketing and ¢gredit ™
institutions., Governments ahould desian innovative mechanisms to provide women =
traders with access to credit and to epgourage the establishment and reinfnrcemﬁﬂt
of women's trade assoftations. T
s lﬂn
FParagraph 19% L b
LA
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The full and effective participation of women in the decigion-making and
DIﬂementation Process related tao science and technology, including planning and
tring priorities for research and development, and the choice, acquisition,
éﬁptﬂtion* innovation and application of science and technology for development
chopld B¢ enhanced. Gdovernmenta should reassess their technological capakiliries
monitor gureent processezs of change S0 as o anticipate and aneliorate any
4perse iMpact on women, parkicularly adverse effeckts upon the guality of jaob.

paragraph 201

The involvement of women in all of tha peaceful uses of ogtar Epace shonld be
hanced, and effective measures should be updertaken to inte

drate women into a)l
iiyels of decision-making and the implementation of such

activities, 1In all
antries special efforts should be made by Governments and

noen—governmental
pganizations to provide women and women's organizaticns wik

h information on the
aweful uses of outer space.

Special incentives should be provided to enable
omen o obtain advanced education and training in areas relataed

der to expand their participation in the application of outer space technology

of peaceful uses, especially in the high-priority development areas of water,
th, anerdy, food production and nutritien., To achieye these goals, increased

mporkunities and encouragement should be given to women to study sciancs,
thematics and engineering at the universit

¥y level and to girls to study
ihematics and science at the Pre-university lewel,

to outer space ip

=

yaqraph 202

Woman with apppropriate skills should be emploved at mapagerial and
sgional levels and not restricted to service-level iobs. Special measyres
ld be taken to improve working conditions for vwomen in the

&Ciengce and
brchnology f£ields, to eliminate discriminatory ¢lassification of jabs and to

stt Lhe right of women to promotion, Efforts should be made ko ensure that
en ohtaln their fair shate of jabs at all lavels in new technology

ddraph 243

-ofq

industries.

. Major efforts should be undertaken and effective incentives created to

fzage the access of women to hoth sclentif

ic and technolegical esducation and
himng,

To achisve these goals, afferts shauld be made by Governmepts and WA
tlves ta enhance, where necessary, the change of atritudes towards women's
tormance in scientific fields,

Sla0raph 204

he potential and actual impact of sc
atfect women's inteqgration into
elr haalth, income and status,
Mtegrated in policy formolation
lible technologies and that any

ience and tachnology on the developments
the various sectors of the economy, as well as
showld he aszessed, Relevant Findings should
to ensure that women benefit fully from

adverse effects are minimized,
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Faradqrapn 205

Efforts in the design and delivery of appropriate technology to women shoulq
be intensified, and attention shouid be given to the achlieveamant of the hest
possible standard in sach technologies. 1In parkticular, the implications of
advances in medical kechnology for women chould be sarefully examined.

Commuhicat lons

Paragraph 206

In view of the eritical role of this sector in eliminating stereotyped images
of women and providing women with eagier access 0 infoaemation, the partigipation
of women at all lavels of communications policy and dagision-making and in
programme design, implementation and monitoring should ke given high priority. The
media‘s portrayal of sterectyped images of women and also that of the advertilsing
industry can heve & profoundly adverse effect on attitndes towards and among
women. Women should be made an integral part of the decislon-making concecning the
choice and developmant of alternmative forms of communication and should have an
egueal say in the determination of the contant of all public information efforts.
The cultucal media, involving ritual, drama, dialoguoe, oral literature and Music,
should be integrated in all development efforts to enhance compunication. Women's
own cultural prejectsz aimed at changing the traditional images of womsn and men
should be promoted and women should have equal access to fipancial suppodrt. In the
Field of communication, there is ample scope fnr international co-operation
regarding information related to the sharing of experien¢e by women and ko
proiecting activities concarning the tole of wamen in development and peacae in
arder to enhance the awarensss of both accompl ishments ard the tasks that ramain to
be fulfflled.

Paragraph 207

The enrolment of women fnm publicly operated mass communication networks and in
sducation and training should be increagsed. The employment of women within the
gector should be promoted and directed towards peofessional, advisory and
decision-makling positions.

Faragragh 208

Ocganlzations aimed at promoting the role of women in development as
contributors and beneficlaries should be assiszted in thelr efforts to establish
eFfective communications and informabion networks.

Houzing, settlement, commuanity development and transport

Paragraph 209

Governments should integrate women in the formulation of policies, programbeE
and projects for the provision of basic shelter and infrastructure. To this end:
enrolment of women in acchitectural, engineering and related fields should be !
encouraged, and gqualiflied women graduates in these fields should be assigned 0
professional and policy-making and decisicn-making positions, The shelter and _
infrastructural needs of women should be assessed and specifically incorporated in
housing, community develepment, and slum and sqguatter projects.

=50-
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‘7 sazagraph 210

_ Women and women®s groups should be
- pousing and infraskructure construction
choice of dezign and technolegy of consztruction and

‘penagement and maintenance of the facilities. To this and, women Should bae
- Provided with construction, maintenance and

mapagement skills and should be

. lﬂrticipants in related training and educational programmes.  Special attention
[, qust be given to the provizion of adequate water to all communities, in

o copsultation with women.

should be involwed in the

¥ psragraph 211

Housing Qredit schemes should be reviewed and women'e direct
coastruction and improvement credits secursed.

neome foar women should be promated
[ apd existing legislation aor administrative

i Government efforts for the Intarnaticonal
¥ nould incorporate assesgments of

-féggﬁqn apd implementation of innov
Yo services and finance,

A L
1o

the shelter needs of women and encuurage the

In these efforts g

pecial attention should be paid ta
men who are the sole eupporters of their £

amilies, Low-0ost housing and

BRll measures to increase tha efficiency of land
thould be formulated with due regard to women ag pr
ional and local decizions concarning transportation policies, including

idies, pricing, choice ot technoloedy For construckion and maintenance, and
ans of transport, should consider women's needs and ghould ke basad on

r waber and aivr branspoctation
educers and ¢ohsomers, Al

. Women's roles as operators and owners of
Iough greater access to credit fo

¥ woemen and other apprompriate meang and equal
Nsideration with regard to

the sllocakion of contracts. This is particutarly
Prtant for women's grouw

Ps and coallectives, especially in rurzl areas, thak are
2ALly well organized but are cut off from serviceable means of Lransport and
nication.

_Ruray transportation planning in developing countries showld aim ak reducing

hﬂa?y burden on women wha carey agricultural produce, water and fuelwood as
oads.  Tn exploring modes of Lransportation, efforts should be made to aveid

po-0f income and employment For women by introducing costs that may be too high
Jthem,

=5] -

Pacticipants in and equal beneficlaries of
Projects. They should be consulted in the

access Lo housing
In Fthis connection, programmes aimed
at increasing the possibilities of sources of i

] practices endangering women's ownership
k7 and tenancy rights should be reyoked,

Year of Sheltay for the Homeless 13/

ative projects that will increaze WoMen's agcess

ngideration of the possible impact on the emplovicent, income and haalth gf women.

means of transport should be promaked
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paragraph 216
yuoid
In the choice of modes of kransportation and the design of transport roukeg fuels
the increasing ratic of women whose income is essential for family sucvival shoulg { ¢ "
e taken into accoant. _ ural
« ploga
paragraph 217 ranad
In the design and cholge of both commercial and appropriate vehicular Rré
technology, the needs of women, especially those with young children, should be
taken into considecation. Ingtitutional support o give women atcess tao
appropriate vehicles should be provided. 1 of &n
gnhan
EHEEE:E argan
suar
Paragqraph 218 pravi
' enarg
Measures developed to rakionalize energy consumption and to improve ansrgy - relat
systems, especially of hydrocarbons, and to increase teochaical ktraining should be high
formulated with a view to women as producers, Wsers and managers of ensrgy sources, E;’i
TR
paraaraph 218 '!mive
. pre-u
In conventional and non—conventional national energy programmes, women shogld |-
be jntegrated as contributors and beneficiaries with a view to their needs, as it
determined by specific scclo—cultural factors at local and national levels and in
both rural and urban contexts. Assessment of new energy sources, epnsrgy :Ei

technologies and energy-delivery cystems should specifically consider the reduction

of the drudgery that constitutes a large part of the wark of -poor urban and rural !

Vi

Women. Aroug;
Anappr

paragragh 220 ".vbﬂen
The grass-roots participation of women in energy-needs assessment, technolegy :}:;;t'l

and energy conservation, management and malntemance efforts should be supported. ".In dt:
Fasbil

Parageaph 221 b gk ]
) . ) . e b lorge

prierity should be given to substituting energy for muscle in the performandt  ligg.

of the industrial and domestic work of women without loss of their jobs and tasks brane

to men. In view of the high percentage of domestic use in total energy ponsumpblon b
in low—income countries, the implications of increasing enerdy costs, and the Ttians
current threats posed by inflation, immediate attention shonld be directed towardd oo
action concerning adapted technologies, fuel conservation apd improved ot new o -
eources of enetgy, such as biomass, solar and wind energy. geothermal and nucleat.’”
energy, as well as mini-hydroelectric power plants. Improved stoves should ke
designed and disseminated to reduce the drudgery imvolved in the collection of fuel
by women. : .:' -
\.\ .

. .:':1; -

Paragragh 222

fn order to prevent depletion of the forest araas on which mast rugal woRel m
rely for much of their energy neads and income, innovative Programmes, guch aﬂ-.ﬂ.__;
woodlot devalopment, should be imitiated with the Llnvolvement of both womenr E=“":'1_-
men. In the commersialization of fuelwood energy, measures should be taken te

-5



old the less of women's income to middlemen a
5 ’Elwﬂd plantations, diffusion of fast-
'J:rmﬂfe efficient production

nd urban industries,
growing variaties of trees and techrologies

Development of

of charcoal showld hbe accelerated with a view to poor
qral and urban women being the majer beneficiaries.

The use of solar energy and
qagas should be promoted with due regard to affordability, as well as to use and
jmﬂggment by women wha are the Principal consamers,

The involvement of women at all levels of dacision-making and implementation

‘gnargy-related decisions incleding peaceful wse of nuclear energy should be

smanced. Special efforts should be made by Govarnments and mon-—governmental

ﬁanigatiﬂns to provide women and women's crganizations with information on all

Saurces and uses of energy, Including nuclear energy. Special incentives zhould be
tovided ko enable women to obtain advanced levels of education and training in all
rgy-related areas in order ta expand their partficipation in decision-making

gting £o the application of nuclear technology for peaceful nses eepecially in
priority deuelapmept argas of water, hez2lth, energy, food Productkion and

tion. To achieve these goals, increased opportunities and encouragement

gild be given to women to study cscience, mathematice and enginearing at the

jrersity level and for girls to study mathematios and science at the
pluniversity level,

stagraph 224

Jtl

Peprivabion of traditional means of livelihcod
ronmental degradation resulting from such

hts, flowds, hurricanes, erasion, desereification, deforestztion and

ropriate land use. Such conditions have Already pushed great numbers of poor
into marginal environments where gritically low levels of water supplies,
Wrtages of Fuel, over-utilization of Arazing and arable lands apd Population

i ty ‘have deprived them of thefr livelihood. Most seriously affected are women
B dristght ~af£licted arid and semi-arid areas amnd in urban slumg and squatter

i These women need options Eor alternszbive means of livelihood. Women
hizve the samo opportunity as men co participzte in kthe wage-sacning labour

ir such programmes as irrigation and teee planting amd in other programmes
I to upgrade urban and rural envivenments. Urgent 5teps need o be taken to
then the machinery for internatimnal SLOTION

ic co-cperation in the exploration
Alér resowrces and the conkraol of desertification and other enviroamental
ataprs,

iz most often a resulf of
natural and man-made disasters a=

Wis

$Biforts to improve sanitary ¢onditions, including
dmunities should be strengthened, especiall

?§ﬂents and im rural areas, with doe tedard to relavant environmental fackors,
s efforts should be extendsd to inclyuda improvemants of the home and the work

? Nt and should be effected with the patticipation of women at all lavels in\
Planning and implementation process.

drinking water supplies, in
¥ In ucthan slomz and Squatter

h 2326

Feness by individual women and al

1 types of women's crganizations of
tNtal issyez and khe capacity of

womeni and men to manage their environmant
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and sustain productive resources should be enhanced. Al sources of information phen
dissemination should be mobilized to increase the self-help potential of women g ha e
conserving and improving their environment. Wational and international emphasis an Ehe
ecosysksn management and the control of environmental degradation should be ghil
strengthenaed and women should be recognized as active and equal pacticipants jn woul
this process, guid
malt

Eyyagraph 227

The envirammental impact of policies, programmes and prajects on Wohen's
nealsh and activities, ineleding their scurces of employment and income, should s
assessed and the negative effects eliminated.
Social services lra
Paragraph 228

piol.

Covernments are urged ko give priority to the development of social park
infrastrusture, such as adequate care and sducation for the children of working domii
parents, whether such work is carpied out at home, in the fieldz ar in factories,. impe
to reduce the "doubls burden®™ of working wamen ln both urban and rucal areas. homat
Likewise they are urged to offer incentives to employers bo provide adaquate dize
thild-care services which mest the requirements of parents regarding opening mes
hours, Employers should allaw either parent to work flexible hours in order to
share the responsibilities of =hild care., Simultanecusly, Sovernments and parai
rnon-governmental arganizations should mobilize the mass media and other means of
gommutilcation to ensure puklic consensue on bhe need for men and $soociety as a whole
ke share with women the responsibilities of producing and rearing children, who
represent the human resourse capabilities of the future.
Paradgraph 229

Govarmments should Eurther egtablish ways and means oF assisting women i
consumers through the provision of information and the cteation of lagislation thﬂt
will increase congumer conscicusness and protect consumers from unsafe goods,

dangerous drugs, unhealtny foods and unethical apd exploitative marketing o
practices.* Won-goverpmental organizations should work towards eztablishing stnmg o
arnd actiwve organizatloms €or consumer prokection.

Paragraph 230

FPublic expenditure directed towards health, education and trainlng and ﬂmﬁfﬂﬂ
providing health-care and child-care services for women should be increased.

Faragraph 231

Governments showpld undertake effective measures, including mobillzing
community resodrces, to identify, prevent and eliminake all violence, inelading -
family violence, against women and children and to provide shelter, suppert and
recgrilentation services for abused women apd children. These measutes shnu}ﬂ
notably be aimed at making women conscious that maltreatment is not an incu:ahlﬂ

* The General Assembly adopted guidelines for consumer protectian In

cesolution 39/248 of 9 April 198%.
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"¢ phenomencn, but a blow ko their physical and moral integrity, against which they
YA

the wiknesse=. Beyond these urgent protective measures for maltreated women and
children, as well ag repressive measures for the authors of this maltreatment, it
would be proper to set in motion long-term supportive machineries of aid and

guidance for malitreated women and children, as well as the peaple, often wmen, who
. maltreat them.

IIT. PEACE

A, Obztacles

* raragraph 232

The threat to peace resuliting from continding intermational tension and

.. violations &f the United Mations Charter, resulting in the unabated arms race, in
_particular in the nuclear field, as well as wars, armed conflicks, external

~domination, foreign ececupation, acquisition of land by force, aggression,

“imperiallsm, colonialism, nes-colonialism, racism, apartheid, gross viclation af

: human rights, terrorism, repression, the diszappearance of persoms and

iscrimination on the basis of =2ex are major obstacles Lo human progress,
pecifically to the advancement of women.

L Paragraph 233

Such obstacles, some of which ocoour with increasing frequency, continually
greinforce and are reinforced by historically established hostile attitodas,
Signorance and bigotry between countries, ethnic Jroups, races, sexes,
gocia-economic groups and by lack of tolerance and respect for different culbures
and traditions, Their negative effecks are increased by powverty, kapsions in
international economic and political relations which are often aqgravated, as well
qébg the arms race, both mnelear and conventiconal. The arms race in particulae
&iverts resources which could be used for developmental and humanitarianp purposes,
inders national and international development effarts and further handicaps the

Véll-being of the poorest nations and the most disadvantaged segmants af the
palation.

iragraph 234

Despite the achievemenks of the Decade, women's involvement in governmental
ri—governmental agtivities, decision-making processes related to peace,
obilizarion efforts for peacs, education For peace and peace research remains
gi'tited. Their participation in the struggle to eradicaks ¢alonislism,
t0leniakism, imperiallsm, totzlitarianizm including fasecism and similar
rolagies, alien occupation, foreign domination, aggression, racism, racial

rimination, apartheid and octher violations of human r

ights has often gone
0ticed.

- Universal and d

. urable peace cannot be attained without the full and equal
fticipation of wo

3 men in internatienal relations, particularly inm decision-making
Ihing peacws, ingluding the processes envisaged for Ehe peaceful zettlement of

itez under the Charker of the United Nations nor withouk ovarcoming the
2Cles mentioned in paragraph 232.

.

o have the right f{and the duty} to fight, whether they are themselves the wickimg or




= e e Dl TS R

ce = e ——Erp-_

e .—

-

———— e = L AT T A e s i s

Baragraph 236

Full eguality between women apd men is gseverely hampared by the thragts pg
intarnational peace and security, lack of satisfying progress in the field of
disarmament, including the spread of the arms race to outer space, violakion of thie
principle of the right of peoples under alien and colonial dominatlon and foreigy
oocupation to salf-determination and independence and respscht Eor the nationg]
sovereignty and territorial [ntegrity of States as well as justice, equality ang
mutual benefit in international rcelations.

Facagraph 237

It is evident that women all over the world have mapifestad their love For
peace and their wish to play a grezater rele in internaticnal co-operation, amity
and peace amony different satlons. 211 obstacles at national and internaticmal
levels in the way of women's participation in promoting intermational peace and
so—pperation should ke removed as socon as possible.

Paragraph 218

It is egually importank %o ingrease women's understanding and avarensss of
construcktive negotiations aimed at reaching positive results For inernational peace
and security. Governments should bake measures to epgourage the full and effecktive
participation of women in negotiations on internaticnal peace and security. The
rejection of the ugse of forge or of the threat of the use of force and Forelan
interferentce and intervention sheuld become widespread.

B. Bazic stratagies

Paragraph 239

The main principles and directions for women's activitiss aimed at
sttengthening peace and formulated in the pPeclaration on the Participation of Homed
in Promoting Internaticnal Peace and Co-cpecation 7/ should be pubt into practice.
The Declaration calls for Gaverntents, the United Hations gyatem, nan-governmental
organizations, relevant inskituticns and individoale to strengthen women's
participation in this sphere and it provides the owsrall framework for such
activities,

Paragraph 240

Women and man hawve an egual right and the same vital interest in armbriboking
ko international peace and co-gperation. Women should participate fully in all

efforts to strengthen and maintaln international peace and segurity and to an”ﬂi _%
international co—operakion, diplomacy, the process of detente, disarmament in-the " |y

nucleat field in particular, and respect the for the principle of the Chaff*’:?fhf
the United Mations, including respeck for the sovereign rights of Stabes, L
guarantees of Fundamental freedoms and human rights, such as recognitien of c® -
dignity of the Individual and szelf-determination, apd freadom of thought,

concoience, expression, association, asssmbly, commupication and mowvement withot N

. \ R . i
distinction 2= to rage, sex, political and religious beliefs, language or_ﬁtzﬂz_
origin. The commitment €0 remove the obstacles ko woemen's participation 10750~
promotion of peate should be stpengbhensd. i
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- principles of non-use of force,

. % vancement of women and hence to

“hroblems, thereby ENnsuring a secur

. q paragraph 241

In view of the fant

Ehat women are skijl ver
# national and international political

W gpttlemant, it i ezmenk{al

1 jnitiatives and action relating eitheyp

‘ the devaelopment of confidencehhuilding
| specific conflict situations betwean ov

¥ inadequately reprecented iy

Procesees dealing with Peace and conflict
that women support and encourage each other in their
Lo universal issues, such as disarmamant and

Tmeasiuies between nations and Pecple, or Lo
within States.

'} paragraph 242

There exist situations ip several regions of the world where the violation of

non-intecvention, non-interfecence, AON-aggression
Fapd the right to gel f-determination endangers international peace and security and

creates massive homanitarian Froblems which constitute an impediment to the
the Eull implementation of the Forward=-looking

d respect for the
he Charter of the United Nations and

ions conzictent with the Prisciples of the
ent with 3 view to seeking solutions ko sueh

:{?mtacles Yo the

e and hetter future For the people affected, most
of whom are invariably women and children,

© Binte women are one af the

: Mmoozt vilnerable
dfaed conflicks,

special attention has ko be dea
Fulfilment of the objectives of
the principles af the Charter of

Jroups in the regions affected by
wWn ko the need to elimipata

equality, development and peace
the United Wations.

{ne of the important obs
Kralstent violation of the
ions and the lack of

tacles to achileving ithternational
Ptinciples apd ubjectives of the Cn
pelitical will of Governments of some

: s aited at decreasing intermaticonal te
4t seriously khreaten the maintenance of internaticnal

Eéreasmn, the strategles in Lhis £ie)d shouwld include
Flavour of a1l acts ana acticns that kend to

Fﬂ“ﬂtiﬂﬁ of wars and danger of nucleapr war,

pedce i= the
after of the Dmited

neion on the 1ssues
peace and security. For
the mobilization of WOk
Promote peace, in particular, bke

dtagraph 245

mental freedoms for 211 withouwt
the full application of the rights of peopies to

the alimination of calonialism, nec—Colonialism, aparkheigd,
1 foems of racism and racial discrimination, oppression and aggression,

180 occuparion, as well as domestic viclence and violence against women.

BOuth-West asig W

gtion of the Charte

igpl
5L problem of reflgee

en and children have endured serious guffering owing Lo
g1

r of the United Mations, leading, among other things, to
5 in neighbouring countries.
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Paragraph 247

The situation of viclence and destabilization that exists in Central Amarig,
constitutes the most serigus obstacle to the achievement of peace in the ragiap and
thus hinders the fulfilment of the Forward-looking Strategies wital to the
advancement of women. In thls regard and to promote conditions Favourable to the
objectives of the Strategies, it is important to relterate the principles of
non-intarvention and zelf-determination, as well as the noh-use of foree or
rejection of the threat of use of force in the solution of conflicts in the
region. Therefore, the validity of the United Wations resolutions that extablizh
the right of all sovereign Stakes in the area to live in peace, free fyom all
intetfarence in their internal affalrs, cshould be reaffirmed. It is neceszsary to
support the negotiated political scluticns and the peace proposals that the Ceptra
Bnerican States adopt under the auspices of the Contadora Group, a3 the most viable
alternative For the solution of the orisis in Central America for the benefit of
their people. In this sense it is important that the Live Central American
Governments speed up thelr censultations with the Contadora Group with the aim of
bringing to a conclusicn the negatiation process with the early signing of the
Contadnra Aot on Peace and Co-opetation in Central america (see ASI9/562-8/16775,
annexh .

Paragraph 248

women have playad and continue L2 play an inportant role in the
self-ﬂetgtminaticn of peoples, including through national liberation, in ascordance
Wwith the Upited Hakions Charter. Their efforts should be recognized and Sommendsd
and used as one basis for their full partigipation in the aonstruction oF their
aounkries, and in the c¢reation of humane and just social and pelitical systems.
Women's contribution Ln this area should be ensured by their egual access to
political power and their full participation in the decision-making process,

Paraaraph 249

Strategies at the national, regional and the global lavels ghould be based on
a clear recogniticn that peace and secucity, self-determination and national
indepandence are fundamental for the aktalnment of the thrae cbjectives of the
Decade: eguslity, development and peace.

+

Paragraph 250

Safequarding world peate and averting a nuslear catastrophe is one of the modl
important tasks today in which women have an essential role to play, especially &

supporting actively the halting of the arms race followed by arms reduction and the.

attainment of a general and complete disarmadent under effective internationsl
control, a2nd thus contrikuting to the improvement of their economic position.
Irtespective of their socio-economic system, the Etates should strive Lo avﬂid.
confrontation and to build friendly relations instead, which should ke alse

supported by women.
N,

Paragraph 251

Peace requires the participation of all menbers of socisty, women and 2ed
alike, in rejecting any type of intervention in the domestic affairs of §tated .
whethet it 1s openly or covertly carried out by other States or by tranand

porporations.  Peace also requires that women and men alike should ptﬂmﬂtefeﬁ .5;1:
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) ufgurthe severeign right of a State to establich its own economic, social and

2 _#ﬂitiﬂﬂl system without underguing political apd economic pregelres or coercion of
A, gy EYPe.

Y paragraph 252
th® |

K There exists 2 relationship between
" ) and the stendthening of intermational
":?mlaﬁatian of internaticnal tenzion,

the world econonic situation, development
peace and security, disarmament and the

All efforts should he made to redice global
;héenaitures “@n armaments and to reach an agreement on the internationally agreed

v’disarmament goals in order to prevent the waste of immense material amd human
SresaUICeS, SOMe part of which might otharwige be Used for developrent, especially
the developing countries, as well ae for the improvement of standards of living
ad well-Beln? of people in each country. In this context, particular attenktion
hould be given to the advancement af women, including to the Participation of
{lfyomen In the promotiom of international peace and co-operation and the protection

f mathers and children who reprasant a disproportionate share of the most
glnerable group, the pocrest of the poor.

& ratagraph 253

. Women's equal role im decision-making with respect to Peace and related issues
tghould be seen as one of their basic human tights and as such should be enhanced

i encoureged at the nakional, reqional and internaticnal levels, In accordancs

h the Convention on the Elimination of Al1 Forms of Digscrimination against

ne all exiskting impediments to the achievement by women of equality with men
uld be removed. To this end, effortz should be intensified at all levels ro
tcome prejudices, stereotyped thinking, denial to women of caresr prospects and
opriate educational possibilities, and resistance by decision-makers to the

Banges that are necessary ko enable equal participation of women with men in the
nternational and diplomatic service, .

y

- Mankind is confronted with a choice: to halt the arms cvace and procesd to
amament &e fage anmihilation., The growing opposition of women ko the danger of
ki especlally a nuclear war, which will lead to a nwclear holocaust, and their
DpSTt for disarmament must be regpected. States should be encourased to ensure
Mindered flow and access ho information, including to women, with regard to

flous agpects of disarmament to avoid disseminaticn of false and tendentious
Ifotiat inn concerning armaments and to concentrate on Ehe danger of the escalation

Lthe arms race apd on the need for general and comzlate digarmament underp
tive international conkral.

of the developing countries, Under soch -

; States should pay inoreased attenticn ko the urgent need to improve the
ion of women.

H20raph 255

: Peace education should be established for all members of sociaty,
:TEN and young penople. Values, such as tolerance, racial and sexual equality.

¢t Far amd understanding of athers, snd good-neighbourlinesa should be
ed, Promoted and strengthened.

particularly

L B




Paragraph 256

Homen of the world, together #ith men, should, as informal educakors and
socialization agents, play a special role in the process of bringing up younger
generations in an atmosphere of compassion, tolexance, motual concern and trust,
with &n awareness that all people helong to the same world community. Such
sducation should be part of all formal and informal sducational processes as we])]
as of communications, information and mass-media systems.

Paragraph 237

Further action should ke taken at family and neighbourhood levels, a2a well ag
at national amd internatiomal levels, to achieve a peaceful social environment
compztible with human dignity. fThe questions of women and peace and the meaning of
peacs for women cannot be separated from the broader question of relationships
between women and men in all sphares of life and in the family. Discriminatary
practices and negative attitudes towards women should be eliminated and traditional
gender noems changed to enhance women's participation in peace.

Paragraph 258

vielence agalnst women éxists in varicus forms in everyday life in &1l
zocieties, Womea are beaten, mutilated, burned, sexually abused and raped. 3Juch
violence iz a major obstacle to the achievement of peace and the other obiectives
of the Decade and should be given special attention. Women vickimg of viclence
shounld be given particular attention and comprehensive assistance. To this end,
legal measures should be formulated to prevent violence and to assist women
victims. Wational machinery should be established in order to deal with the
guestion of violence against wolthen within the family and society. Preventive
policies should be elaborated, and instituticnalized forms of assistance fo women
wigtime provided.

o, Women and children under apartheld

Paragraph 250*

tomen and children under apartheid and other racist minority régines suffer
from direct inhumane practices such as massacres and detention, mass population
remowal, separation from families and immonilization in reservations. They atle
subjected ta the detrimental implications of the labour migrant system pass laws
and of relegation to the homelands where they suffer disproporkionately from
povarty, poor health and illiteracy. The Frogramme of Retion of the World
Conferance to Combat Racism and Ragial Discrimination {197%) 14/ provides an
overall framework for action. Its cbjective ls to eradicate apartheid apd ko
enable black African people in Sobth Africa te enjoy thelr £ull sovereldn rights in
thelr country. Governments thak have not already done 80 are urged to =ign and
ratify the International Convention on the suppression and Punishment of the Crize
of Apartheid of 30 November 1973. 15/

* The United States voted against paragraph 259 because of its oppositi
ta the references in the eighth and ninth subparagraphs to the imposition of
sanotions and aid ko liberation movements.

—50-

Lo R

F - T

—-— mm Bl — -




Full internaticnal 2ssistance should be given to the mast oppressed group
gnder apartheld - women and childrern. The United Hations system, Covernmants and
o pon-governmental organizations should idenk
ind -

ol

ify the basic needs of women and
! «F childran undey apattheid and other racist minocrity régimes, including women in
Inger . g refugse CAMP5S in Southern Africa, and provide Lhem with adeqguate legal,
“Eust, pumanitarian, medical and material assistance as well ag education, traiming and
[ =
15 wellt] eplogmant.
.y Asgistance should be given to women's sectiohs in nationatl liberatian
rip movements in ocder ta strengthen their work for Women's egual CoFportunities,
;&f edecation and training so as to prepare them to Play an important political role in
11.@; the present etrugygle and in nation—building after liberation.
wa
lent 54 3 The Forward-looking Strategies should take inte account the destabilizing
!?ningﬂf;éffects of apartheid on the sconomic infrastructyre of neighbouring independent
':E:??;iphhjcan States, which impede the development of the subregion,
| I g

16 it o

o] -

The Forward-Ilooking Strategies should aim ap the speedy and effectiye
implementation of Security Council resoluti

on 433 {1979} concerning the
depanpdence of Namibfa. Tha total and unconditional liberation of Wamibia should
&l De a major objective of the Porward-look
aNoe

ing Strategies, which should also aim at
the {pprovement of the condition of women and children.

The United Hationz and khe int

ernational community
tagolve o Zee the abhorrent

must strengthen eheir
apartheid system eradicated ana Namibia freed from

the
forces of oocupation, Dwing to Soukh Africa's position in the internationai
' pillfical and econcmie structure, the internatiomal Community has the greatest
raeponsibility to ensure thar peace and human dignity are restorsd to Southern
hfrica,
In addftion ko measures Alrezdy taken, further effactive maasures, including
ctions, shauld be taken to terminate all

collaboration with the raeist régima of
dith Africa in the Palitical, military, diplomatic and oCoRomi

¢ fields with a view
reliminating untorad mizery apd loss of life of tha oppressed people, tha maiarity
[ whom are black women and children,

- The lnternatianal COmmYnit

¥ must ingist upon the effective implementation of
urity Council resolution

435 11978} “onrcerning the independence of Hamibig and
m _1pﬂm United Nakions resoclutions calling far sanctions dgainst Sgoukh bfrica, irs
: $olation ang ahandnnmentfpf its racist policies,
T

ALl efforts shopa be made far

inmediate and uncondifi African forces from Angola.

onal withdrawal of EgUth

The international community mugkt condemn the direct aggression committed by

Ihed forces of the racist régime of South Africa a9ainst the front-line

Ties as well ag the recruitment, training and financing of mercenaries ang of

| Bandits who massacre women and children and who are usad to averthrow the

!Eﬂmate Governments of these counkries By reason of their support for the people
h Africa and Mamikia,

:-7¢ international comme
il

nity should provide greater moral and material
Nee Lo all the bodies

struggling to repove apartheid, especially the
-




national liberation movements = the Afcican NHaticnal Qonyress of South Africa, ehe
Tan Afticanist Congress of Azania and the Scuth West Africa People's Organizatiop .
the African front—line States, the DOrganization of African Unity, the Movement of
Non-aligned Countries and non-governmental organpizations.

Women, together with their Governments,; should strenythen their commitment tq
the eradication of apartheld and support ko their struggling slsters in all
possible ways. To this end, women and women's organizations should keep themselyss
oonstantly informed about khe situakion of women and children wunder apartheid,
disseminate information widelv and butld up awareness in their countries abouk the
situation by organlzing national sotidarity and support committees where these dg
not yet exist as a means to educate khe public about the evils of szpartheid and irg
brutal oppression of women and children in South Africa and Wamibia.

., Paleckinian women and children

Paragraph 260

For more than thrae decades, Palestinian women have faced difficult liwvwing
conditions in camps and outside, struggling £or the survival of their families and
the survival of the Palestinian peaple who were deprived of their ancestral lands
and denied the inalienable rights bo return to their homes and their propercty,
their right to self-determinakion, national independence and sovereslonky {see
A CONF,116/6) . Palestinian women are vulnerable te imprisonment, btorture,
repricals and othar oppressive practices by Israel in the ocrupled Arab
territories. The confiscation of land and the creation of further settlementzs has
afforted the lives of Pzlestinian women and children. Such Istzeli measures and
practices are a violation of the Geneva Convention. 16/ The Palestinian woman as

part of her nation suffers From discrimination in enmployment, health ¢are and
educakticn.

The situation of violence and destabilization which exisks in southern Lebaron
and the Golan Heights put Arab women and children who are living under Israeli
otcupation ln Zeveres sityations., TLebanese woemen are also suffering from
diccrimination and detentich. Therefora, all relsvant United Natlons resolutions.
in particular Security Counsil resolutions 457 (1981), 508 (1%82) and cn9 (19821,
should be implemented.

The implementation of the Programme of potion for the Achievement of
Falestinian Rights 17/ should be kept under review and co-cidinated between the
Inited Wations units and agencies concernad, with emphasis on the role of
Palestinian women jn preserving their national fdentity, traditions and heritage
and in the struggle for sovereignty. Palestinian people must recover their tights
to self-determination and the right to establish an lndependent State in accerdan®
with all relevant United Natlons resolutions. The special and immediate needs of
Pajectinian women and chiidren should be identified and appropriate provision -
made. United Nations projects should be initiated to nelp Palestinian women .in P

* The United States voted against this paragraph because of its strand- " 7

okjection to the intreduction of tendentious and unnegessary elemants into the... .
Forward-looking Strateqies document which have only a nomlnal conneckion “ith;ﬁheﬁ
unlque concerns of women. '

—f




1a1ds of health, education, and vocational training. Their living conditions

f ﬂide and outside the occupied territories should be studied by the apprapriate

: :;mﬂ Nations unlts and agencies assisted, as appropriate, by specialized research
fq“atitUtEB Efam varioons reginn?* The results of these studies should be given
ahaaﬂ pub11c1ty to promote actions at all levels. fThe international communiky
ﬁ&ﬁﬂulﬂ grart 411 efforts ko etop the establishiment of new Iaraeli setilements in
the WESE Bank and the Gaza Strip. Palestinian women should be allowed to enjoy
"ecufit? in a liberated homelaznd also in accordance with United Wations resolutions,

e
i

B E. Women in ar#as affected by armed conflicts, Foreign
intervention and threats to peace

:plra gaph 261

B .

ft“ prmed conflicis and emergency gituations impose a serious threat to the lives
:ﬁ women and children, cansing constant fear, danger of displacement, dastruction,
:dﬂmﬂtatjgn, physical abuse, sonial and family discupticn, and abandonment.

B et imes these result in complete denial of access to adequats health and
=-u¢atlanal services, loss of job cpportunities and overall worsening of material

mﬂditl'aﬂﬂi

-paragraﬂ 262

E; International instruments, ongeing negotiations and internaticnal discussions
Aimed at the limitation of armed conflicts, sugh as the Fourth Geneva Convention of
Fiods apd the First Additioral Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, adopted
%1977, provide a general framework for Ehe protection of civilians in times of
IhitllitiEE and the bagis of provigions of humanitarian assistance and protection
”;juﬂen and children. HMeasores Proposed in the 1974 Declaration on the Protection
ot Wwomen and Children in Emergency and Armed Confliet (General Assembly resolution

51 4 {¥XIX) should be taken into account by Govermments.

F. Measures for the implementation of the basic strategies
at the national lewvel

1. Women's participation in efferts for peace

;fi-ra-h 2623

i~ .Governments should follow the overall framewdork of actien for disarmament as
vidad by the Final Document of the tenth special session of the Genaral

kly, which was devoted te disarmament (resclubion 2-10/2). Women's
Mtticipation in the World Disarmament Campaign and their contribution to edycation i

7
i
i -
Vi

Tegraph 264

main treaties concluded in the field of arms conkrol and disarmament, and to
T releyant documenks, More should be done to mobilize women to overcome sscial

iimplementation of these agreements, Publicity should zlsd be given to the
1arat1on by the General Asgembly of 1986 as the International ¥ear of Peace, 18/
bre: Farticipation of women in the programme for bhe Year should be encnuraged

-£3-

ﬁﬂisarmament shonld bBe supported. Ju

Publicity should be given by Governments and non-govermmental organizatioms to R

ﬁ1h? ‘and helplessness in relation to disarmament and to generate wide support For o
S
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Faragraph 285
Hon-governmental arganizations should be anoouraged to play an actlve role in Bl
promoting the restoration of peate in areas of conflick, in aseordance with Uniteg -
Mations resalutions.
gha
Paragraph 266 } fam
wWomen should be able to participate actively in the decizion-making process ngﬁ
related to the promotion of international peace and co—operation. Governments ?
should take the necessary measures to facilitate thiz patticipation by ke ]
institutional, educational and organizational means, Emphasis should be given to Par:
the grass-roots participation and co-operation of women's crqganizations with othey ¢ =
non-governmental organizations in thls procesa.
: pERR
Paragcaph 267 thie
Govermments which hawe not done 8¢ shouwld undertake all appropriate measures iﬁec
to eliminzte existing discriminatory practices towards women and to provide them | othe
with equal opportinities to join, at all levela, the civil servige, to enter the for
diplomatic service and to relresent thair countries as members of deleyations to
national, regional and international meetings, including conferences on peace, " parac
conflict resclution, disarmament, and mestings of the Security Council and other B
United Naticns bodies.
-] men-g
Paragraph 2hE - ' for =
: - ) for p
Women Should be entouraged and given Elmancial support to take university = which
courses in government, international relations and diplomacy in oarder to obtain the o movem
meceszary professional quallfications for careers in Cields relating to peace and T
intarnational gegority. - 1 PBaraq,
Faragraph 269 _ [
O their
Governments should encourage women's pactlcipation in the promotion of peaté - | Infor
at decision-making levels by providing information on opportunities for such . { wentri
participation in public service and by prometing equitable repregsentation of woman 1iand dj
in governmental and non—governmental bodies and astivities. " frbe pop
{stindie
Paragraph 270 s thrpe

Mon-governmental organizations should provide opportunities for women to leard EEEEL
how to develop self-reliance and leadership capabilities in order to promote pestt: -
disarmament, humap rights amd international co-operation more effectively. They T
should emphasize the participation of women from trade unions and organizatiﬂﬂsiﬁ?

rural areas that have not as yet received suffieient attention and should make B 7o
petiledic assessments of strategiles for womeén's participation in the promot 1on of I:-';
peace at al) levels, including the highest decision-making levels. BRI

Paragraph 271

National machinery should be established to deal with the question of domestit
violence. Praventive policies should be elaborated and institutionalized Bﬂﬂ““‘m_
and other forms of assistance and protection for women and child victims ghould ?
provided. Laegislative measures should ke strengthened and legal aid provided-

-4~




2, PBducation for peace

cagraph 272

v Govertmente, non-governmentazl erganizations,

henld encourage women to engage in efforts ko bromote education for peags in the
ranily, neighbourhocd and community. Special attention should be given to the
%&ntrihution of women's grass-rosts organizations. The madtiple skills and talents

5 women artists, journalists, writers, educators and oivig leaders can contribute
promoting ideas of peace if gacouraged, facilitated and supported.

Special attantion should be given to the
pesce within an atmasphere of understanding,
this respect, suitable concrets action =hoyld

%t ehildren and ¥oung persons with gasmes ana publications apd other media promoting
fhe. notion of Favouring war, aggrezeion, cruslty, excessive desire for power and
gther forms of violence, within the broad processes of the reparation of society

i -1ife In peace, :

WOREN's groups and the MASs media

education of ¢hildren For life ip
dialogue and respect for others, In
be taken o discourage Eha Erovision

'-.,- raph 274

settlements of disputes, non-violent
the recognition of Peace—secking individuals.

-fra-h 275

+ Governments should create the conditions that
helr knowledge of the main problems [n contamporar
Aformation should be widel
OREributing te
e discr imimato
Famoved,

therety
thair ful]l understanding of those problems., al1 axizting abskacles
Iy practices regarding women's civil and political edecation shogld
Opportunities should be provided for women to organize and chouse
€8, trainring programmes and seminars related to pPeace, dizacmament, educakion
biDeace and the peacefnl settlement of dispotes,

i The participation of women in P=ace research, including research on
+.ghonld be encotraged. Existing barriers ko Wole
o 20d appropriate resources provided for peace rese

RI95t peace researchers, government officials,

15

g.¥1ste shoyld pe encoutaged and fostered.

wWomen and
researchers should Be

archers. Co-oparation
non-governmental organizations and

—(5-




155' f I¥. AREARS OF SPECIAL QDHCERH

LA : Baragraph 277

E:'.f There is an increasing number of categories of women who, because of theirp
. spegial charecteristics, are experiencing not only the gommon problems indicateq

1 pnder the Separate themes byt also specific Sifficulties due to their
; gocio—gcononls and health condition, aye, minority statbs or a conbination of Lhesn
B factcrs, Morecver, in many countrles increasing demeographic pressore,
% i deterforating rural conditions, curtailment of subsistenge agriculture and

Lok difficonlt political conditicns have been exXacerbated by the current ecanchic
Ef,:_? recession, leading te the dislocation of large sections of popelationzs. In khis
ﬁ }{ P process women experience particular difficultiles and are often the more vulnerabile

AU because of thelr traditional lack of access to developtient opportunities.

Paragraph 278

The speclal groups of women identifled below are extremely diverse, and their
problems vary tremendously from one country bto another. Mo single strakegy or set
of measures can apply adeguately Lo all cases, and the presenk document is
therefore limited to highlightling their special circumstances and Ehe pnesd for oach
country, as well aa the international community, to give thesce issues the necessary
attention. The basic strategy must remain one of fundapentally changing the
ecomonic conditions that produce such deprivation and of upgrading women's low
status in soclety, which accounts for their extreme valnerability to such
condikions, espacially to peverty. This is aggravated by the increase in
drug-lepandence, which adversely atfetts all sedtars of society, ingluding women.
BiiTding an organizaticnal base for such change is a crucial skrateqy kthat gan
provide a rallying peoint for solidapity amopyg women. Measures peeded bo provide
immediate emergency assistance should be supplemented by longer-term efforte to
ehable women to break out of thege situations. 1In many cases, permanent solutions
te these issues can only be found through Ehe Broadey afforts directed towards Ehe
reallocation of resources and decision-making power and kowards the elimination of
inequality and injustice,

Paragraph 279

Thete lo a need to recognize the survival mechanisme already developed by
these women as basic strategies in their own right and to boild on Ehem. A Eii?tx
priority would be to strengthen their opganlzaticn capabilities by providing )
physical, firancial apd human resoutces, as well as education and training. #Alee
of extreme importance is the meed to cevitalize these women's aspirations in order
to eliminate the chronic despair that gharacterizes their daily lives.

Paragraph 280

The economic, social, cultural and political conditions of those groups of .
womar ghould be improved basically by the implementation of the measures pﬂuﬂsﬁ’
for the attainment of equality, development and peace for women in genscal.
additional efforts should be directed towzards encuring the gainful and pradunti‘irIE
inclusion of these women in mainstream development and in political activitiesd:™
Priority emphasis should be placed upon income—generating cpportunities and -foL:F
tndepandent and sustained ipprovement of their condition and by the full #“

integration and active participation of women as ajents and beneficiariles °f
develapment.

BT
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- ragra ~h 281

policies, programmes and projects aimed ak ar incorporaking especially
mﬂnerﬂble and underprivileged yroups of women should recognize tha pacticulat

s

yal emphasis on addressing the socisal, economic and numan dimensions of their
i nerability and thelr underprivileqged positions,

xiﬂiimmeﬂiate agsictance should he supplemented by comprehansive long-term plans
‘ip achieve lasting eclutions teo their probklems. These wiil uzually necessitate

o

“ygbal efforts in resclving the special problems of vulnerable groups, of which
%Ayhn are a Signiflcant part. :

Pacagraph 282

Basic to 2ll efforts to improve the condition of these women should be the

dentification of their needs and hence the gathering of gender-gpecific data and

mconomic indicators sensitive to conditlons of extrems poverty and appression,

jch -data should contain spatial, sorlo-economic and longltudinal characteristics

i should be designed specifically Eor use in policy, programme and project

ypsulation and Implementation. Monikoring efforts at nationsl, subregional,
chal and lpternational lavels shanld be intensified.

A. Women in areas affected by drought

& rﬂ-h 283

During the Decade, the phenomenon of drought and desertification grew and
yéloped incessantly, no longer affecting merely some localities in a single
opkry but several entire countries. The scale and peralatence of draught
natitutes a grave Lhreat, particularly for the counkries of the Sahel, in which
ﬁhm and a far-reaching deterioration of the environment set in as a result of
¢ dezsartification proceas. Hence, despite the considearable efforte of the
}E;natinnal community, the living conditions of the peoples, Particularly those

fivomen and children, which were already precariocus, have basgome particularly
pérable.

In view of that sitoakison steps zhould be btaken to FPromote cancerted
rammes between the countries concerned for combating drought and
ification. Bfforts should be intensified for khe formulation and
Rlementation of programmes aimed at food security and gelf-sufficiency, Ln
iticular by the optimum control and exploltation of hydro-geolagical resources,

Mdistinction should be made between emergsncy aid and productive activities.
aetcy aid should be intensified when necessary and as Far as ever possible
ed towards development aid.

s Measuzes should be adopted to take into account wonmen's conkribution to

Bluction, involve them more closely in the design, implementatlion and evaluation
M programmes envisaged and ensure ample access for them to the means of

Ytion and procesaing and preservation technigues. -

-57-

]1fficu1ti&5 of removing the multipla omstasles facing such groups and should place

Meascres needed to provide them
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B. Urban pooy WoOman

Faragraph 284

Urbanization has been ong of the major socio=-sconomic trends over the paszt foy
decades and iz expected to continue at an accelerating rate. Althouah the
sitpation varies considerably from one region to another, ik can generally be
expected that by the year 2000 close to palf the numker of women in the world wilg
he living in urban areas. In developing countries, the number of urban women couls
nearly double by the ¥ear 2006, and it is envisaged that there could be a
sonsiderable inccease ih the nomber of poor women amang them.

Paragraph 285

To deal effectively with the issue, Governments should organize multi-sectorar
programmes with emphasis on economic activities. elimination of discrimination ang
the provizion of supportive cervices and, inter alia. adeguate child-care
Facilitie= and, where necessary. workplace canteens to enable women to Qain aocesg
o economic, social and educatirmal opportunities on an equal basls with men.
particulacr attention should be devoted to Ehe informal sector, which constitutes a
major outlet for employment of a considerable number of urban poor women,

. Elderly women

paradraph 286

The Tnternational Plan of action on Aaing adopted by the World Assembly on
Aging in 1962 19/ emphasized both the humanitarian and developmental aspects of
aging. The recommendations af the Plap of Agtion are applicable to woOmEn and men
with a view to providing them with pratection and care, and ensuring their
involyement and participation in social 1ife and development. However, the Plan of
Action recognizes a number of specific areas of cancern for elderly women since
thelr longer life expectancy frequently meanps an 0ld age agaravated by economic
mead and isclation for both unmarried women and widows, possibly with little or 0o
prospect of paid employment. This applies particularly to these women whosae
liFatimes ware spent in vnpaid and anrecoanized work in the home wikth little or no
access to a pension. If women have an income, it is generally lower than men's,
partly becanse their former enployment status has in the majority of cages beeR
broken by maternity and family pesponsibilities. Foz this ceason, the Plan of
fetion alse noted bhe need for long-term policies directed towards providing sonial
ingurance for women in their own riaht. Governmenkts and noen-governmental
organizations should, in addition to the measures recommended, explore the
possibilities of employing eldetly women in productive and creative waYs and
encouragina ktheir participation in soclal and cecreational activities.

it is also recommended that the care of elderly persons, including woOmEm
should go beyond disease orientation and should include their tokal well=-beind-

Further efforts, In particular primary health care. health services and EUitah;gg':f.

accomnodation and housing as strategies should be directed at enabling elderly

women to lead a meaningful life as long as possible, in their own home and fﬂﬂﬂf :

and in the community.

: . td
Women should be prepared early in life, both peychologically and sﬂcialiY; -
Face the canseguences of longer life expectancy. Blthough, while getring ulﬂ;;'
professional and family roles of women are undergoing fundamental chandas: 39_1
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g a stage of daveloomant,

is & challenge for women. Tn this period of life, women
pould be enabled to cope in a craative way with new o

pportuntties. The social

yping of elderly women should be racognlzed
assist by presenting pasitive images of women,
the need Eor respect begause of theiy past and

LanEequUences arising from the steraot
#d eliminated. The media should
garticulazly emphasizing continving
Laptr fbutions to society.

attention should be aiven to studying and treating the health prablems of
jing, varticularly {n women. Research should alsc be directed towards the

prectigation and slowing down of the process of premature aging due to a lifetime
strecs, excessive work-load, malnutritien ang Fepeated pregnancy.

D. TYounsa women
Siiagraph 287

v

" inifristives begun for the 1985 International Youth Year should be extended and
anded 50 that young woman are protected from abuse and expleitation and assiszted
qﬁevelap their full potential, Girls and boye muet be provided with egual, acpess
o tiealth, education and employmen

t ko eduip them for adult Iife, Bath airis and
fys should be educated to accept equal responsibilities for paranthood.

- Urgent attention should be paid to the educational and wocational training of
GG wolen in all fields of occupation, giving particolar emphasisz to thogs who
e gocially and economically disadvantaged, Self-emploved youna women and alpls
foutd be agsisted to organize co-operatives and ongoing training programmes ko

ﬂﬂav& their skills in production, marketing and management technigues. Epecial
taining programmes should alzo be developed For teenage mothers and giels who
dropped out of school and are (11 equipped to enker praductive employment.

Eteps should be taken to eliminate exploftative troatmenk of
In line with ILO Convention Wo.

ﬁngment and occupation,
by 1064,
cedl

Youna women at

1558 and ILO Convention Ho,

122 concerning employment
Legislative measures duarankteeing

G

Governments should recognize and enforce the rights of young women te he freoe

®ial violence, sexual hsracsment and sexual explaitation.
Ihments should recognize that many young women are victims of incest and sewual
in the family, and should tage steps to assist the victims and to prevent
“abuse by education, by improving the status of women and by appropriste action
N8k offenders. Young women should be educated to assect theirp r fahts,
fular attention should 2120 be given to sexual harassment and exploitation in
Tent

ATRAT, especlally those areas of employment such as domestic service, where
8l ‘harassment and exploitation are moat prevalant.

E?vernments must also recognize their okligation bto provide housing for young

i ¥h0 because of unemployment and low incomes suffer special problems in

iiﬂg houzing. Homeless young women are partiewlarly vulnerable to sexual
ation,

¥

N the year 2000 women aged 15-24 will constityute over 8 per cent of both
nd urban populations in developing countries, The great majority of thege

i11 be out of  school and in search of joks. For those employed, frequent
ation, long working houts and stress have serious implications for theirp

=g -

111 concerning discrimination in respect of :

¥oung women their rights showld be oo

In partieular, 1
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health. Low notritional levels and onplanned and repeated pregrancles are also
aggravating factors.

E. Aabused wimen

Paragraph 288

Gender-specific violence is increasing snd GCovernments must afficm the dignity
of women, ac a priority action.

Governments should therefore lntensify efforts to establish or sktrengthen
forms of assistance to victime of such wiolenmce through the provision of sheleer,
support, legal and other services.

In addition to immediate assistance to victims of viclence against women in
the Family and in society, Governments should undertake to increase public
awarenscs of vislenge against women as a2 socletal preblem, eatablish policies ang
legislative measurss to ascertain its causes and prevent and elininate such
violenge, in particular by suppressing degrading image= and representations of
woten in society, amd finally encourage the development of educaticnal and
re-educational measures for offenders.

F. Destitute women

FPacaqraph 289

Destiturion is an extreme focm of poverty. 1t i= estimated that its effects
on large sedgments of the population in developing and deyeloped countries are on
the increase. Porward-looking Strategies to promcte the cbjecktivez of the United
Hations Decads For Women: Eguality, Development and Peace at the naticnal and
international levels are the basis for dealing with this problem. In addition
gtrategies already specified for the implementation of the Internaticnal
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the new
international economic order are suggested in these recommendations. Governmenks
ahould therefore ensare that the special nesds and concerns of destitube women &[€
glven prinrity in the above-mentioned strategies. Moreover, efforks belng
sndertaken for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (1987} should
famug attention on the particular sitvatlon of women commenaurate with their
relative needs,

3. Women viectims of krafficking and involuntary progskitution

ParagraEh 290

Forced prostitution iz a Eorm of slavery imposed on women by procurers. It .
is, inter alia, az result of economic degradation that allenates women's labour

through procesges of rapid urbanization and migratien resulting in undereﬂplmﬂm“Ff ¥

and unemployment. It also stems from women's dependence on men. Social and
political pressures produce refugees and missing perscns. Often these include
vulperable groups of wemen who are victimized by procurers. Sex rour ism, fﬂfﬁ?#*u
prostitution and pornography reduce women to mere Sex cbjects and marketable . .
conmedities. ’
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3 | pragraph 291

States Parties to the Uniked Nations Convention for the Suppression of the
graffic in Persons and of the Exploltation of the Prostitution of Others should
= | implement the provisions dealing with the exploitatlon of women as prostitutes.
] prgent consideration should also be given to the improvement of intecnational
- 1 -peasures to combat trafficking in women fot the purposes of prostitution,
... |- pesources for the prevention of prostitution and assistance in the professional,
qnity. personal and social reintegration of progtitutes should be directed towards
- providing economic opportunities, including training, employment, self-employment
oo | and nealth facilities for women and children. Governwents should also endeavour to
w | gp-operate with non—governmental organizations to create wider employment
€¥r . ¢ possibllities for wemen, Strict enforcetment provisions musk also be taken st all
U levels to stem the rising tide of violence, drug ahuse apnd crime related to
¢ prostitutlon. The complex and serious problems of the exploitakion of and violence

- gjainst women asseociated with prestitution call for increased and co-crdinated
Cefforts by police agencies internationally,

D1 e

1 H. Womern deprived of their traditionsl means of livelihood

Jfaragraph 202

The excessive and inappropriate exploitation of land by any party for any
puepose, inter alia, by transnaticnal corporations, as well 2s natural and man-made
{gaskers are among the predominank cawees of deprivation &f traditional means of
ivelinood. Droughts, floods, hocricanes and other forms of esnvironmental hagzards,
pobich as earosion, desertification and deforestation, have already pushed poor women
nto marginal environments. At present the pressures are greatest in
rowght-afflicted arid and semf-arid areaz. Urban slums and squatter settlements
JEife aleo seciouwsly affected. Critically low levels of water supplies, shortage of
___ﬁﬂq over—utilization of grazing and arable lands, and population Ademaity are all
niattors that deprive women of their livelibood.

- Hatiaonal and international emphasis on ecosystem management should be
enithened, environmental degradation should be controlled and options provided
-alternative Mmeans of livelihood. Measures shoeld be established to draw up

IHnnal conservation skrategies aimed at incorporating women's dewvelopment
Jrammes, amond which are irrigation and tree planting and also orientakion in

rea of agricdlture, with women constituting a substantial gark of the
earning labour farce for those programbes.

"I. Women who are the g0ls supporkeps of families

fRecent studies have shown that the number of families in which women are the
= 8Upporters is on the increase. Owing to the particular difficulties (soclal,
Ohic and legal) which they face, many such women are among the poorest people
Enlrated in urban informal labour markeks and they tonstitute large numbetrs of
tal unemployed and marginally employed. Those with very little ogonomic,

and meral support face gerious difficuities in Bupporting themselves as well

-F1=




I ————— T I e R ' oz

|
i
i
3

T

as in bringing uvp thelr children azlone. This has serious repercussions for Society
In terms of the gquality, character, productivity and buman resource capabilitiag o
its present and Ffutvre gitizenry.

Paraaraph 295

The assumptions that underlfe a large part of the relevant legislation,
reguiations and household surveys that confine the rale of supporter and head of
household to wen hinder women's access to credit, loans znd material and
nan=-material resources. Changes are needad in these areas to secure for WOmEn
#gual acoess to resources. There §5 a need to eliminate terms such as "head of
household” and introduce others that are comprehensive enough bto reflect women'g
role appropriately in legal documente and household surveys to guarantee the Cights
of these women. 1In the provislon of social services, special attention has e be
Jiven to the needs of these women., Governments are orged to ensure that women wikh
sole responsibility for their families receive a level of income and social suppart
sufficient to enable them to attain or maintain ecomomic independence and to
participate effectively in seciety. To this end, the assumptions that underlie
policies, including research used in policy developmsnt, and legislation that
cantines the rola of cupporter or head of househald to men should be identiFied and
eliminated. Special attention, such as accessible, guality child care, chould he
given to assisting those women in discharging their domestic responsibilitiss and
td enabling them to pArticipate in and benefit from education, training programmes
and employment. The putative father should be made to assist in the maintenance
ahd education of Ehose children born ocut of wedlock.

J. Wotmen with physical and mental disabilities

Paragraph 296

It is generally accepted that women constitute a sigrificant number of the
estimated 300 million people who are disabled as a conseguence of mental, physical
or sensory impaicment. Many factors contribute to the rising numbacrs Of disabled
persons, including war and other forms of violence, poverty, hunger, nutritlonal
deficiencies, epidemics and work-reldated accidents. The recognition of their human
dignity and human rights and the full participstion by dizabled persons in goclety.
is still limited, and this presents additional problems for women who may have .
domestic and other respensibilities. It is recommended that Govepnments shouwld
adopt the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Petrsons ([1975) and the World . ..
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Person=s (1982) which prov.de an overall .
framework for actiom and also refer to problems specific to women that have mob. -
been fully appreclated by society because they are still not well known or | [~
understood. Community-based occupaticnal and social rehabilitation measures, . .7
support services to help them with their domestic responsibilities, as well a8 2::-
opportunities for the participation of such women in all aspects of iife should De-
provided. The cights of inkellectually disabled women to obtain health information
and advice and fo consent to or refuse medical treatment should be tespﬂﬂtﬂf" i
similarly, the rights of intellectually disabled minars should be respected:
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for sactﬁ; K. Women in detepbtion and subject to penal law
bilities .

ok Pﬂrﬂﬂr_.E-——-a h 297

tme of the major areas of current concern in the field of crime prevention and
CifLpiminal justice is the need for egual treatment of women by the criminal justice

‘on, ?ﬁﬁ,ystﬂm- In the context of changing socic—economic and cultural conditions some

head nf.:_impgmreﬂk’-‘ﬂtﬁ have taken place but more nead ko be made. The number of womsn in

. Of setention has Increased over the Decade and this tyend is expected to continue.

women [:f yomen deDrived of freedom are exposed to varions forms of physical violence, sexual

ead of 4 qpd moral harassment. The conditions of their detention are often below acceptable

women's K. jyoienlc standards ané their children are deprived of maternzl care. The

Ehe rigj-, 3 Eecmenﬂatiﬂ-ﬂs of the Sixth Onited Hations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

as to bal the Treatment of Offenders, held at Caracas, In 1980, 20/ and the principles of the

WOmET wniigahnﬂﬂ Declaration with special reference to the "fair and equal treakment of

al supp@ﬁ}[ﬁmmn”, should e taken inks account in designing and implementing conctete

R T S

e 2k gearures at the naticnal and international levels. The proportions of indigenocus
Jerlie HE yamen impriscned in some countries is a matter of concern.
Ehat  HE

L. Refugee and digplaged women and childran

L. The international community recognizes a humanitarian responsibilty to protect
nd as2ist refugees and displaced persons. In many cases refugee and displaced
women are exposed to a variety of diffigult situations affecting their physical and
ﬁggl protection as well a=z their psycholoyical and material well-being. Problems
of physical debility, physica] safety, emotional stress and socio-psychologieal
) offpcts of separation or death in the family, as well as changes in women's roles,
ggether with limitations often found in the new environment incluwding lack of
Jequate food, shelter, health care and soclal services call for specialized and
gnarged assistance, Special attention has to be offered to women with special

ppds.  Furthermore, the potential and capacities of refugee and displaced women
gliould e recognized and enhanced.

physicily

ot

isablediy

2549
ave
pould

"Ik iz recognized that a lasting sclution te the problems of refugees and
laced women and children should be scught in the elimination of the root causes
he flow of refuqees apd durable solutions zhould ke found leading to their
ntary return to their homes in conditions of safety and honour and their full
gration in the economic, Social and cultural life of their country of origin in
inmediate futwure. Until such solutions are achieved, the intarnational
Runity, in an expression of internatioral solidarity and burden-sharing, should
Ntinue providing relief assistance and alsc launching special relief programmes
King into account the specific nesds of refugee women and children in countries
irst asylum, Similarly, relief acsistance and special relief programmes should
fontinue to be provided to returnees and displaced women and children. Legal,
tional, social, humanitarlan ard moral assistance should be offered as wall as
tinities for their voluntary repatriation, return or resettlement. Stepe
Pild algo be taken ko promote accession by Goverpments to the 1951 Conventioh
ting to the Status of Refugees and to Implement, on a basis of sguity For alil
keg, Provislons contained in this Convention and its 1967 Protacol.
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M., Migrant women

Paragcaph 300

fhe Decade has witnessed the increasing involvement of women in all forms of
migration, ingluding rural-rural, rural-urban and internaticnal movemente of a
temporazy, seasonal or permanent nature. In aftdition to thelr lack of adeguate
education, skills and rescurces, migrant wolen TAY alen face severe adjustiment
problems due to differences in religion, language, naticmality, and socialization
as well as separation from their original families. Such problems ace often
accentuated for international migrants as a resuit of the ocpenly-expresz=ad
prejudices and hostilities, including wioclation of human rights in host countries,
Thus racommendations of the World Population Plan of action and the Prodranme of
Action for the Second Half of the United Hations Decade for Women pertaining to
migrant women shoulé be implemented and expanded in view of the anticipabted
increase in the scope of the problem. Tt iz alse urgent o songlude the
elaboration of the draft Internaticnal Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of all Migrant Workers and their Familles, as agreed by the General Assembly in the
relevant resolutions.

Paragraph 301

The situation of migrant women, who are subject to double discrimination as
women and as migrants, should ke given speeial attention by the Governments of host
countries, particularly with reapect to protection and maintenance of family unity,
employment apportunities and equal pay, equal conditions of work, health care,
benefits to be provided in accordances with the existing social security rightsg in
the hest countcy, and racial and other Eorms of digoriminakion. Particular
atkention should also be given to the second generatiom of migrant women,
espacially with regard to sducation and professional training, to allow them to
integrate themselves in their countries of adoption and to work gtoording to their
sducation and skills. In this process, loss of cultural vajues of their ocuntries
af arigqin should be avcided,

¥. Minerity and "indigenons* women

Paragcaph 302

tome women are oppressed as a result of belonging ko minsrity groups oC
populations which have bhistorically keen subjected to domination and suffered
dispossession and dispersal, These women suffer the Eull burden of dipcrinipation
baged on race, colour, descent, ethnic and nationzl origin and the majority
experienced seriocus econemic deprivation. Az women, they are therafore deubly
disadvantaged. Measures chould be taken by Governments in countries in which thett
are minority and indigenous populations to respect, preserve and promote all of
their human rights, their dignity, ethnic, reliqious, cultural and linguistic
identity and thelr full participatien in societal change.

Baragraph 203

. Governments should ensure that the fyndamental human rights and freedoms 23
enshrined in relevant internstional instruments are fully guaranteed also to wore?
belonging to minority groups and indigencus populations. Governments in countried.
in which there are indigenous and minority populations should ensure respect FOT
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:ithe economic, social and cultural rights of these womer and assist them in the
< gylfilment of their family and parental responsibilities,
address dietary deficiencles, high levels of infant and maternal
_pther health problems, lack of sducation, hoosing and child care,
" technical, professional and other training should he provided to en
to secure empleoyment or Lo participate in income-—generating activities and
prajects, and to tecure adequate wages, occupational health and safeky and their

. pther Tights as workers. As far as possible, Governments should ensure that these
~ qomen have access to all services in their own languages.

. paragraph_304

Women belonging to minority groups or indigenous populations ehould be fully

. ?EﬁnﬁultEﬂ and should particlpate in the development and implemantation of

- programmes affecting them. The Governments of countries where minorities and

*"{ndigenous populations exist should take ptoper account of the work of bodies such

as the Committee on the Elimination of Racial

on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, im particular its

working Group which is developing a set of interpational standards to protect Ehe

s.rights of indigenous populations, The Ceneral Assembly should consider bhe
advigability of designating ao international year of indigenous and traditional

cultures in order to promote international understanding and to

mortaliey and
Vocational,

¥. INTERNATIONAL AND KEGIONAL CO-OPERATION

A. Dbstacles

TR

faragraph 105

Insufficient attenticn has been davoted during the Decade at
evel and in some reglons to the need to advance
the goals and objectives of bhe Decade - &quality, development and peace,
arnational tensions, arms tate, threat of nuclear war, faflure to respeck human
ighta and fundamental freedoms and failure to ohserve the principles of the United
ations Charter as well a5 gqlobal economic recession and other critical sitoarions
onbined with dissatisfaction dus to inadequate progress in multilateral and
nternational ¢o—operation since the Copenhagen World Conference has substantially
tcted the scope and abiliry for international and reglional co—operation
luding the role of the Unitad Nations. The progressz in the developing world has
ackened or in Zome cases furned negative under conditions of serious
@ﬁhtedneas, economic and monetary instability, resource constraints and
Bployment. This has also affected pProspects for economic and technical
Speration among developing countr ies, particularly wikh regard to women.
Brtheless seme progress has been made in terms of achieving equality between
oon and men, and a greater appreciation of the role of women in davelopment apd
uld also contribute toward effective international co-operaticn.

the internaticonal
the status of women in relation ko

Il'l
8ce which sha

[Agraph I0e

i International and regional organizations have been called upon during the

adﬂ to advance the position of their women staff and to ext
Include qualified women ,

‘2ltvation has actually wo

end hiring pracrices
The results have been highly wneven and in some Caxas

rsened during the Decade in the face of resgurce

-F5-

Specific measuresz should

able these woman

Discrimination and the Sub-Commd zsion




constraints and Gather limiting criteria, such As geographical distribution and
attitudinal barciers. In particular, women are absant from the Senidr managemsny
jeyels, which sericusly 1imits their influence on decision-making.

paragraph 307

In order to ipstitutionalize intetorganizatisonal exchanges of information and
co-gperation in relation to women's advancement, several United Nations agencies,
non-governmentalt organizations and regional bodirs have designated, in response to
pressures applied during the Decade, [ocal points [or womeh's activities. However,
in many cases, insufficient tenure and rescurces agcompanied those ackions, thus
limiting their long=term affectiveness. Moreover, activities that promote the
integraticon of women in development have often been confined to thoge Local points
and have not been integrated into all onrganizaticnal planning and programme
activities. Progress has also been limited in this arvea by the inadequate training
of many of the staff members of internatiocnal agencies and organizations with
respect to the centrality of women's role in developmant.

Paraqraph 308

International and regicnal co-operation strategies must be formalakted on the
pramise that effective developmant requires the full integration of women in the
development progess as both agents and benefigiaries. Develeopment agencies should
take full cognizance of wolen as a development resource. This requices that all
internaticnal and regional development institutions adopt explicit policies in this
regard and put in place the management cystens necessary to ensore the affective
implementation and ewaluation of these poligies in the full range of their
programmes and astivities. Such policles should incorpocate the principles
andnrsed in the Forward-looking Strategies of Implementation for the Advancement of
Wwomen. Strong and visible commitment to and interest in integrating wamen in the
development process should be demonstrabted by the senior-level management of
development agencies.

B. DBasip strategies

Paragraph_ 309

Effective consultative and Teporting arrangements are required to collect
information on action taken to implament the Forward-losking gtrategles and on
successful ways and means used to tnercoms obstacles. Monitoring and evaluakion. .
should, therefore, be carried out at international, reqional and subregional levels :
thaged on national-level monitoring, tnoluding input Efrom non—governmental -
organizatlons.

i

ST

D ot

Il'_ﬂ-'—-—-. 2

Faragraph 310

pechnical co-operation, kraining and advisory services should promote
endogensus development and mscli-reliance with greater amphazis on econonic arnd
technical co-—operation among jeveloping countries. The special needs of women -
shoutd be perlodically sgmessed and methods developed bo integrate wanen's ganceth
into the planning and evaluation of development activities, The parkicipatican of
woren in the formulation of technical co-operation policies and programmes Ehﬂuld:f,

be ensured. o
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internaticnal, regional and subregional ipstitutional co-ordination should be
;engthened, parbicularly in relation to the exchange of information on the
taancement OF women and the establishment of collaborative arrangements ko
}ﬁertake activities with interrelated components.

1s paragraph 312

Recearch and policy analysis should focuns greater attention on the economic
te of women in society, ineluding access to economic rescurces Burh as land and
pital. Research and policy analy=zis related to women Should be action-oriented

out losing sight of key analytical considerations. Forther lnvestment in
slying adequate dender-specific data is also required.

{eparagraph 313

.. Steps should be taken to increase the participation of women in international

; pnal and subregional level activities ard decision-maklng, including those
ctly or indirectly concerned with the maintenance of Peace and gecurity, the

e of women ln development and the achievement of eguality between

r

women and men.
pxragqraph 314

77y
fics Information on progress in achievipng the goale of the Decade and an

eplementing the Forward-looking Strategies should be widely disseminated ip the

¢ricd from 1985 to the year 2000 at international, regional, subregional and ;
bnal levele, based on experience gained during the Decade. Greatsr reliance is

ed-on aydig-vigual comwunications and expansion of networks for disseminating

ration on programmes and activities far women. Discriminatory, sterectyped

;Oegrading images of women must be eliminated in the media,

raph 315

-0n the basis of the results of the review and appraisal in the United Wations
m tirat indicated the nesd for continued efforta o efgure the recruitment,

tion and retention of women, ail Upited Rations bodies, the regicnal

9zighs and the specialized agencies should take all measures necessary to

Bve an equitable balance between women and men staff members ak mapagerial ana

E5ional levels in all substantive dress, as well as in fleld poste, with :

Eldnlar attention to Promoting equitable regicnal representation of wWoHen . o
-Bhould be appointed to decision-making and meanagement posts within the United s

ng system in order to increase their participation in activirties at the oy

fnational and regional levels, including such areas as equality, developmenk g
ipeaca,

In view of the difficulties of Spouses of United Nations officials ip sacuring
PiMent at the various duty stations, the United Wations ig urged to make every
ble affort to pPravide the establishment of educational facilities and day cara

£e8 for families of officials in order to facllitate the employment of spouses
2¢ duty stations,
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C. Measures for the implementation of the hasic strategies
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1. Maonitoring 1

Paragraph 317

The implementation of the guals an? cbjectives of the Decade - equality,
development and peace - and of the Forward-looking Strategies should be men itored
I during the period 1386 vo the year 2000, Honitoring at the interpaticnal level
I should be based on reviews, at the regional, suhregional and national levels, of
action taken, resoorces allocated snd progress achieved. The national revieys
_ aheuld take the form of a responsg to a regular statistical reporting request frog
wa ko the United Haticns Secretariat, which should include Indicators of Ehe situation g

o women. The statistical reporting basis shoold be developed by the Statiztical
. Commizaion, in consultation with the Commission on the Status of Women. The Unireg
Nations Secretariat should compile the resulks of snch monitoring in consultation
with the appropriate bodies of Governments, including mational machinery
established to monitor and improwe the status of women. The action taken and
progress achieved at the national level should reflect consultation with
ron—overnmental ordanizetions and integraticn of their concerns at all levels of
government planning, implementation and evaluation, as appropriate.

Pacagraph 118 i

The speciallzed agenciee and other United RWatioms organizations, including the
regional commicsions, should establish monitoring capabilities and BProceduces ko
analyse the situation of women in their sectoral or gedgraphical areas, and submit
their reports reqularly to thelr respective governing bodies and to the Commission
on the Status of Women, which i= the main intergovernmental bxrdy withipn the Unitad
Nations system cancerned with woman.

Faragcaph 119

The Commission on the Status of Women should consider on a reqular basis }-
reports on the progress made and concreke meagores implemented at national, g
regional and internaticnal levels to advance the status of women in relation to the
goals of the Decade -~ equality, development and peace - and the sub-theme =
employment, health and education - and the strategies and measures to the ] -
year 2008, The United Nations system should contipus to carry out a cumprehénqtv?m ;,
and critical review of progress achieved in implementing the provisions of the' ;
World Plan of Action and of the Prograrme For the Second Half of the Decade, .The .
central role in carrying ocut this review and eppraizsal should be played by thé;; -
Commission on the Status of Women. The fommission should also monitor progresg.in. |
the implementation of international standards, codes of conduct, strategies, ...
conventions and covenants as they pertain to women. In view of this fmportant. ;..
functiaon, high-leval expertise and repregentation on the Commission should be given -
priocity, including officials with substantiye policy responsibilities for the .
advancement of womern, h

Faragtaph 320

The preparation of new instruments and strategles such as the overall .
strategies for international development, should pay specific, appropriate .
attenticn to the advancement of women, Intergovernmental badies of the Uni
Nations system, particularly those concerned with the ﬁgnitgring, review an
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o sopraisal of the existing instruments, strategies, plans ang Programmes that may be
1§ of direct or indirect relevance

to women, are urged am a matter of briority to
. develop explicit palicies and reviewable plans of acticn for the Integration of
i:‘ ween in their regular wory Brogrammes.
h The methods and bProcedures employed for collacting information from
.;;5.ﬂ governments, reqional commizsions, non-governmental organizations and ather
s international organizations and bodies should be streamlined and based on

A guidelines to be discussed by the Commission on the Btatus of Women.

S 2. fTechnical cogperation,
e A : .

g

By r.'fli" | i"..- Pﬂ [aﬂ ra Eh 3 22

fraining and advigory services

raining and advisory services directad

r interregional ang reglonal
ries, need some inpetus, Thig
ik would require the te—ordering of principles for the dllocation of rescgroes as wall

: material and human rescurce assiskance,
Ji-resource conskraints, the United Nations s

ticuld continue +he im
inforcing these increased benefits for women.

Notwithatanding
Portant role of

Technical co-operation should be

2pproached with a new concept that wili break ;
eyale af dependency, emphagize log

2l needs, and use local materials and
fBOUrCces a5 well as local creativity and expertise and be based on the ful)

Eﬂegratiun of women as agents ana beneficiaries in all technical co-operation
ativities, Local 2580¢iations and mechanisme should be oriented to play a more ;
ive role in Planning and policy-making., Emphasis should be given to broader P
: v sell-help projects, income-gener
ojects designed to redyce the drud -
Innovative demonstration Projects, particularly with respect P

. the integration of women in non-traditional secter gctivities, should be an
eehtial element in technical co-operation activitiaz.

LA
v

o
Rgencies which de not have specific quidelines Or project procedurasg relating E;-L
¥omen in dewelopment interlinked with the vther aims of the peried up £ the :
272000 =hould ensups that they are developed. Suoch guidelines and Procedures -
Ul apply to all aspects of the Project cycle. Existing guidelines and
Cedures have to be applied more vigoro

i
usly apd consistently, in Partizulaz, pach :'
8Ct document zhould contain a strate |

9Y to etsure that khe project has a
ltive impact on the =ituation of women,

H
T

iz noeded wn enhajnce the
ize and deml with the centrality of

CeE Mmust pe made available for this
RIng women is the responsibiility of

3 lity is noe merely a matter of
0P which a11

ability of staff tq
women's role in development, ang adequate
purpose.  Implementation of bpelicies

the particular organization as a whale,

perecnal perseasion, Systems should Frer
ocate tesponsibility and accountab]lity.
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Paradraph 326

. raragre
Governments should strengthen and improve their institetional arrangements for

tenhnical co-cperation so that policy is aeffectively linked to local-level | IE
implementing mechanisms, and should promote sustained, endogencus development, w1 the [ni
these sfforts Governments may wish to make use of the accumulated experience, : and PIC
activities and resourges of the whole United Nations cystem. e process
Paragraph 327 Parayra
Wnile technical co-operation chould bhe focused equally on women and men, the ' In
incorporation of women's needs and aspirations in the Eormulation and review of . trade u
technical co-gperation policies and programmes should be ensuzed and the potential | jncreas
negative effects on waMen of technical assistance should be minimized. Technigal ~ organt 2
co-pperation and women must be linked to overall natiopal development objectives - great?r
and priorities, and technical assistance plans and programmes should be maraged sﬁf ; arganiz.
as to ensure the full integration of activities specific to women. As a standarg E involve:
compongnt of technical co—cperation policies, women should be full and egual
participants in technical co-operation projects and activities. The needs of RS E Faradhd]
egpecially vulnecrable and underprivileged groups oEf women sheuld ke addesseed in-. - Tex
the technical co-operation programmes. ;;: eystem ¢
Paragraph J3¢8 : = ::ogszi;
participation of non-governmental organizations as a means to enhance the g contribl
relevange and inpact of technical co—operation activities of benefit te women i Baragrag

enould be encouraged.

Paragcraph 229

In allocating multilateral and bilateral assistance, agencias, in consultation’
with recipient Governments, should establish measurable and reviewable plans oF -
action, with goals and time frames. They should alse give adeguate impetus te -4
custained and real increases in the flow of resources for technical co—eperation i
artivities of benefit Lo women, incluwding greater mobilization of rasources from. .o
nan—governmental sources and the private gector. Bilateral and multilateral ald.:f
agencies should give special comeideration to assisting the least developed e
countries in bheir efforts to integrate women in development. In this regard, ':%
particular attention chould be given to projects fn the fields of health, educat Lop
and training, and the creastion of employment opportunitises Eor women, especially iF .
rural areds. .

Faragraph 230

Bilateral and multilateral aid agencies should take a corporate-wide reiﬁﬂﬁfﬁ"
+> the integration of women in development. Bilateral aid agencies' policies for
women in development should involve 21l parks of donors® organizations apd o ]
programmes, including participation of multilateral and bilateral programmes, aF mome
training, technical assistance and financial aid. Policies for women In
development should ba incorporated into all applicable aid and agency proc
relating to sectoral amd project levels.

edursf



57 ] raxagraph 331

In order te enable women to define a

e ; the Onited Hationc system and aid agancie
In, % and projects which strengthen women's agt
gt:Praﬂeﬁs.

. \, E paragraph 332

International non-govepnmental organizations,

nd defend their own interests and needs,

g should provide assistance for programmes
onomy, in particular in ehe integrakion

I IrEEry

inzluding zuch organlzationz ag
87 ke yoade unions, should be encouraged ko involve women in their day-to—dasy work and ko
'tlfi: increase thelr attantion to women's issues, The capacity of Ren-governmental
;;5 i-;arqanizatiuns at all lewels to reach women and women's groups should raceive
Lo [ grester vecognition and support. The

potential role of those non-govaramental

srganizations could be fully utilized by intermational and Jovarnmental agencies

favolved in development co-operatien,

jaragraph 313

Technical and advisory assistance should be

sotem at kthe naticnal level to improve systematically stakistical and okher forms
ot gender-specific indicators and information that can help redirect policy ang

programmes for the more effective integration of women in development as
conteibutors and beneficiaries.

Brovided by the United Hations

Taragraph 334

Technical eco-cperation among develaping
the service of women at all lavels and in all

pacticularly on promoting the exchange of experience, expertise, technology andg
gunew-how, as well as on diffusing innovative organizational models suitable for
gtrengthaning the self-reliance of women. The urgent need for information flows to
ficilitate the process of integrating women In development, and the need Eorp
glevant, transferable and appropriake information should be a Priority of regiocnal
-operation within the framework af technical co-aperation among developing

#ntriez, Regional co-operation bo azgist disadvantaged groups of women shonld
150 he promoted in thiz context.

countries should be Strengthoned in
sectors of activity, fousing

Ardnraph 335

- Technical assistance should be given by the United Nations System and other
fernational and non-governmental organizations to women involved in the promation
nternakional peace and co-aparation.

SLagraph 3136

The United Wations system should continge o
amen, in particular in the least dewveloped

S means of asg{stance, Particularly in the fields of economic planming, public

Alrs and publie administration, business management and acgounting, and Earming

dbour relations, and ip sclentific, engineering and technical fields, 1t ig

"3EAry to support and gipand technical and ecancmic activities for women by Lo,
GE collaboration with international development assistance agencie=, In this P

TSty the United Natjons Development Puand for Wome

n 15 pacticularly recognized :l_ni
Ate innovative contribution in the area of development and technical Assistance )

Strengthen training programmes
countries, through fellowships ana
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for disadvantaged women, and its continwvation and expansion beyond the tecade jg
considered of wital importance to the development needs of women.

Paragraph 337

. s . . . . , Fa.

The participation of women in technical assistance monltoring, planning, —
programming, evaluation and Eollow-up missions should be promoted, and guidelinas

should be developed amd applied to assess the relevance and impact of development ali

assistance projects on women. The United Watlons funding agencles, such as the ]
United Nations Development Programme, the United Hationz Fund for Population Pai
Activities, the United Wations Children's Fund and the World Food Pragramme, as -
well as the World Bank, should enspre that women benefit from and participate in
all projects and programmes funded by then.

! {zzues of copeern to women. In order to achieve greaker coherence and efficiency
i of the policies and programmes of the United Hations system related bto women and i
L develapment, the Secretary=-Senecal, in his capacity as Chairman of the

lj Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and in conformity with Economic and
LJ focial Couneil resoplution 1985746 of 31 May 1985, should take the initiative in Pagay
e formulating a system—wide medium-term plan for women and development. :

nek
‘ pra
. , , inf
3. Institutienal co-ordinabtion
Par
Faragraph 338 fac
System-wide co—ordination of work on igsues relating to women needs to be ape
i sktrengthened. The Economic and Social Council should be encouraged to play a more the
5 forceful and dynamic role in reviewing and co—ordinating all relevant United _ Hat-
L Wations activities in the field of women's issues. Regular consultations between prox
i United ¥ations agencies and organizations should be institutionalized in oEAE
o conjunction with meetings of the Commission on the Status of Women in order Lo

o exchange information on programme activities and co-ordinate future planning and Parsz
b programming with a view to ensuring adequate resource-allocation that would -

b facilitate action and limit the unnecessary duplication of activities, )
. £o-0
it Baragraph 339 curr
i ] Part
t Future medium-term plans of the United Nations and the spacialized agencias " the
?: chould contain intersectoral presentations of the varices proyrammes dealing with in ¢

i Faragraph 34%

The Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairz of the Department
l; nf Internaticnal Econemic apnd Social Affairs, in particular the Branch for the
i advancement of Women, should continue to secrve as the focal polnt For co-ordinatior.
I of, consultation on, promotion of and advice on matters relevant to women in khe.
b United ¥atlons zystem and to co-ordinate information on system-wide activities
' related to the future implementakion of the goals and objectives of the Decade and
the Forward—looking Strategies. In this context, the United Hatione system shmﬂq;f'lg
b explore ways and means of developing further collaboration between its s in
organizations, including the regional commizsions, the International Research 5“diL :
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and the United Hations nevelopment™
rund for Women, in particolar in comnection with the holding of United Ratiens - '
warld confarences on women on a regular basis, if necessary, for example ever¥: - %%
ﬁ* Five years. It is recommended that at least one world conferenge be held &uruﬁ- g
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: riod between 1985 and the ¥e
étne pe . .
3-55emblf will take the decizion apn
gﬁithi“ existing financlal resoyrces
.-

;Pa}aﬁfa h_341

ar 2000, taking into zocoount that the Genaral
the holding of the conference in each case

Exicting sectoral inter-agency task forces in the 1
leayﬁ include issues related to the advancement of wome
' d

;:_rarég[a h 342

Inter~agency co-ordination shayld

etworking, particularly in the fialds
-_-Prﬂg[amme development, in order to faci
'ﬁnfu:matiﬂn in these Fields and

Taragraph 343

nited Nationg aystem shoyld
nt in their agends.

of informatian, ftezearch. training and
litate khe availability of dara and
the exchange of eXperience with nationa?l mechinery,

Resolutions of the United Nations General Aseembly, of qovernina bodies of the
tirectzlized adencies and of othey organizations which promote the impyovement of
e skatus of women chould ke implemented. a131 institstions within the hited

Farzaraph 34

he role of wemen in Promoting peace {n their
Particular attention zhogid be paid to the Declaration on tha

cticipation of Womepy inp Promotina International Peace and Co-operation adopted by

jﬁ General Assembly in 1882. The University for Peace should Pla¥ a leading rola
Ih- thiz regard.

4. Research and policy analysis

Institutes of women's afFfairne

at the regional level should bhe
flere they do not exist, bheig esta

strengthened or,
blishment should be consldered For the Promotion

aking research and analyses on ERSraing women'g
international Co-operation

- Meacures shoyld pe taken by the United Watjons S¥Etem to strengthen the
abilities of the United Nations Secretariat to Provide assistanoe to Governments
ther international organizatioens and bodies concerned wieh integrating wonen

EPlley formulatien &nd in Asge8s5ing the impact of development policias &

i, the Rdvancement of Women should act as the focal point for

. ?ﬂinating the exchange of information, providing advice on matkers related o

g ﬂﬂ?ancement af women apd moni koring and evaluating the prodresa of other bodins

¢-lat connection, The inited Wations should develop guidelines for this purpose
S Uh comparative analyses of experience world wide,
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Paragraph 347 _ und
Guidelines should alac be developed by the United Hatlons for action Yo remoye ?Ec
gender-specific discriminatory parceptions, attitudes and behaviour based on modelg ! qra
af successful infitiatives, Fe
Faragraph 43 par:
The United Mations system should undertake research and prepars guidelines,
case studies and practical approaches on integrating women on an egual basis with Re st
men into political life. Training programmes for and consultations between women impe
already engaged in politieal life should be organized. and
oy
Paragraph 349 Inet
j sha

Reseatrch should be carried out and a report pPrepared By the United Hations, in fove
consnltation with other organizations and specgialized agencies and in co-aperation ] sho
Wwith Goverhmenks, on establishing effective instituticenal acrangements at the
national level Eor the formulatlon of policies on women, including guidelines and Paras
summaries of national case studies,

Faragraph 350 Worlé
of t}

United Mations agenfies and, in particwlac, the Cenkre for Social Development .l pregn

and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Natione Secretariat, as part of its regular - order

DO & e of work, shewld undertake in-depth researcch on the positive and npegative well
effects of legislative change, the persistence of de facto discrimination and
manfligts betweon customary and statutsry laws. Tn carrying out kEhis research, ’ . Paraa
full use should be made of the work of the Commltiee on the Elimination of All 1
Farmas of Discrimination agaimst Women. N y
' .. non-av

e o

Paragraph 331 e all
| etudy

In ehe zontext of the Third United Nations Development Decade and any Ny ineres
subzequent decade, the implications for women of intermational decisions especially . Founkg
I meekip

pertaining to international trade and finance, agricelbture and technology transEer
should be assessed by the United Hations syatem in consulkation with the o
appropriate international organizaticons, bodies and research institutes, ineluding -
the United Nations Research Institute for Sccial Development, the Internaticnal
Research and Training Institete for bhe Advancement &f Women and any others _
eckablished by the United Nations University. The lack of reliable data prevenls. -
the assessment of relarive lmprovements in women'’s status ip the vapious gectors.
It is therefore essential ehat the Statistical Commission, the Commissicn on the “*
Status of Womep and the International Research and Training Institute for the = o
Advancement of Women should co—gperakte at the institutional level in the o
collection, analysis, utilization and dissemination of statistical data on the. .’ =’
gquestion of women. The data base on women's role in national, regional and L
intarnationzl ecanomic activities should be further develaped by the Eniteﬂ'ﬂhtﬂfﬁu
in co-gperation with Governments, specialized agencies and the regiconal cummiﬁsﬁﬂgf
of the Unlted Wations system. R

- regiom

Paragdcaph 352

The Hpited Naticns regional commisgsions, with a view to Integrating wﬂmﬁﬁ“
concerns at all lewvals in esach commission's owerall programme of work, siould
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undertake further reseazch on the status of women in their regions to the year 2000
by developing the necesgary data base and indicators and by drawing ypon inputs
from the national and local levels, lneluding perspectives on and by women at the

- grags-roots lewel. To thiz end, the reqgicnal commizsions should inelede in Eheirc

" annual repoets an analysis of changes in the situakion of women in their reaions.

paragraph 353

It ig Also necessary to stranathen the activities of the International

»ﬂne5earch and Prafning Institute For the Rdvancement of Women which performs an

" important role in the field of research, training, information and communicakion,
" apd to request States and appropriate organizations, in particular, tha

- prgandizations of the United Wations system, to conkinte to collaborate with the

mnetitite in its work for the improvement of the status of women. The Inztitute

5 should continue its work in appraising and evaluating what has been dohe by

Govermments and the United Nations svatem in promoting the sktatus of women and it
ghould be given increased voluntary financial support.

Paragraph 354

The United Wakions should incorperate within its astivities related Eo the

World Dlsarmament Campaiwgn the preparation of a study on the specific conseguences

“of the arms race and modern warfare for women in ogeneral, especially aded or

‘pregnant women and youna children. Such a study should he glven wide publicity in

order to mobllize researchers, politicians and non-governmental organizations, as
ell as women themeelves, for the promotion of disarmament.

atadraph 355

The United Waticns system and othar intergovernmental, governmental and
con=governmental organizations showld encouraae women, women's organizations and

11 the approprizte aovernmental bodies from different counkries to diceuss and
tudy various aspects of promoting peace and other related issues in order to
orease knowledge, facilitate understanding and develeop Eriendly relations bebween
tountries and pecoples. Exchange wisite among women from different countries, and
et ings and seminars in which women participate fully should he organized at

Pacticipation of women fn activities at the international
gnd regional levelg and in decisiop-making

; * The United Wations system should take all necessary measures ko achieve an

itable balance between women and meh staff members at managerial and

9fessional levels in all substantive areas, as well as in field posts. Regular
Ttina to the General Bssembly, the governing bodies of the specialized

Ehcies, the tegional commis=ions and the Commission on the Status of Women on the

: blishment and implementation of targets for the equal representation of women
Frofessional, pests should be continued. '

ATraph 357

.. Romen ana women " s organizatinns from different countries shouldd be encouraged
ﬁaﬂuﬂﬂ and study various aspects of promoting peace and development issues ik
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order to increass kpowledge, Facilitate understanding and develop friendly
relak iohs between countries and peoples. Exchange wigiks ¢f women from Aiffereny Parec
countriez and meetings with full participation by women gshould be encouraged.
Paragraph 339 ) ensu
tech
In arder to ensucre that prograrmes and activitiee of concermn to women are can
given the necessary attention and priority, 1t is sssential that women should avol
participate actively in the planning and formulation of policies and programmes ang and
irn decision-making and appraisal Processas in Ehe Gpited Hatlons. To this anpd, af &
internaticnal, regional and national organizations have been called upon during thy COnA.
Decade to advance the status of theiy Eemale staff and to increase the number of deal
women recruited. [n the absence of overall targets and effective mechanisms For
thair achievement, however, greater efforts are needed o ensure the recrultmaent, Fazag
promotion and career development of wowen. All bodies and organizations of the
United Hatione system zhould therefore take all possibhle measures to achieve the | ¢ "
participation of women on edual termg with men at all levels by the year 2000, 1o train
achieve thig goal, the secretariats of Ehe United Nations and all the organizations ?ide“
and bodies within the system should take special measures, such as the preparation tn Fh
of § comprehensive afEirmative azticn plan including provisions for eetting X Hatio.
intarmediake targets and for establishing and supporting gpeclal mechanisms - for } vocat:
axample, co-grdinators - Lo improve the status of women staff. Prodress made to £
implement those measures should be reported to the General Assembly, the Economic | Parag:
and Social Council and the Commission on the Status of Women on & regular basis. . & .
Paragraph 35% - =jhE:;::3

Women should be assured of the opportunity to participate in interpational,
reqional and subregional meetings and meminars, including those organized by the
United Mations system, particularly those related to equality, development and
peace, including peage educakion, and those directed to promoting the role of womeh
in development through research activities, seminars and gonferences to exchange . '
exparience and expectise. Similarly, women Parliamentarians should always be
iheluded in delegations te inter-parliamentary meatings organized by the
Inter-Pariiamentary Unicn and regional intet-parliamentary organizations.

Pavageaph 360

The participatisn of women in promoting peace and in the strugdle agalnst Lhe
obstacles to peage at the international level ahould be encouraged. Metworking of
women at high decision-making levels related to peace and disarmament, including &
wonen leaders, peace reseaccherz and educators, should almo be encouraged ip.. B
connection with United Mations system activities such as the International-Yea
Peace (1986}. “"Women and peace™ should be a separate item in the programme £of
that Year. ;

Paragraph 161

In order to provide a ficm basis for the integration of issues of conce
women in the overall development process, 3 greater effort is neaded to def
issyes and to develop useful nodels for action in soclo—cultural, economle’
political contexts. Work in this area can be undertaken ln the national and
regional research lngtitutionsz, as wall as in the United Matioms and ot h#y:
international agencies. In this context, attention should also be gi#Eﬂ:
increasing the planning capabilities of women. :
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£ saragraph 362
Wi

special effarts should be made at both the national and regional levels to
-}.Ehﬁure +hat women have egual access to all aspects of modern sclence and
£’ pechnoloa¥, particularly in educational systems. The use af science ard kechnology
" can be a powerful instrument for the advancement of women. Special research to
wyolve appropriate technology for rural woten should be carried cut, and existing
snd NEW technology should be disssminated as widely as pocsible., The co-ordination
" of such activities in the regions should be the responsipility of the reqipnal
 apmnisslons, in co-oparation with other fntergovernmenktal bodiesz and agencies that
. deal with the status cf women and technology.

.,

i
3

i
=
L. ™.
b

paragraph 363

. Governments and non-governmental organizatiens should organize regular

s ppaining programmes that are ajmed at improving the status of women workers and

s widening women's agcess Lo and improving their performance in managerial positions
ih the seckers of employment or self-employment. In this connection, the United
‘Hations is urged to support programmes on network and exchange of expertise in
‘pocational training belng carried out by regional and subregicnal prganizakione.

ey e T SO

e
-

gL

B paragraph 364

_ Reglonal and subregional groups have an [mportant role to play in

strengthening the roles of women in development. Existing regional and subregional
information systems on women should be reinforced. A stronger data and reesesrch
haze on women Should be developed in the developing mountries and in the regional
commis=ions, in ¢ollaborakien with the appropriate specialized agencies, and the
gharing of information and re=zearch data should be grneouraged, Information systems
3-at the naticnal level should be gtrengthened or, where they do not exist, should be
dgtaklished.

ragraph 385

3 Interpational, regional, subregional and national organizations should be
strengthened through the injection of additicnal human and financtal rasgurces and
theough the placement of more women at policy- and decision-making levcls..

6. 1Information dissemination

fesragrapt 366

- International programmes should be designed and resources allocated ko support
Btional campaigns to improve public consciousness of the need for equality between
en and men and for eliminating discriminatory practices. Special attention

_ulﬂ he given bo information akout the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
RPT Diserimination against Women.

agraph 167

Studies must be carried out by the United Wations system on sex stercotyping
dvertising and in the mass media, especially degrading images of women it
leles ana pregrammes disseminated world wide. Steps ghould be taken to promote

elimination or reduction of sex Stereotyping in the media.

g7~
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Paragcaph JER

In order to promote peace, social justice and the advancement oFf wWomen, wide
publicity should be given by the United Nations to legal instruments and the Uniteq
Nationz resplutions and reporks zelating to women and the objectives of the Degage,
that is, equality, development and peace. The Mass media, including United Hations
radio and television, should dipseminate information on the role of women in
achisving these cbjectives, particularly in promoting co-operation and
understanding among peoples apd the majintenance of intermational peace and
security. Cultural mechaniams of communication should also be used to disseminate
the importance of the concepte of peace and international understanding for the
advancement of women. '

Paragraph 368

It is esceptial that women be trained in the use of amdio-visual formz of
jnformation dissemination, including visual display units and computers, and
participate more actively in developing brogrammes on the adwvancement of women and
for women at the international, regional, subregional and national levels,

Paragraph 3T

The prasent United Hations weekly radic programme and co-prodocticn of Ellms
on women should be centinued with adequate provision Cor distributing them in
diffaerent languagecs.

Paragtaph 171

The Joint United Nations Informakion Committee should continua to Lnglude
women's igsoes In its programmes of soclal and econonis information. Adaguate
regpurces should be made available for these actlvities,

Paragraph 172

Governments and the organizations of the United Rations systenm, including the
regional commissions and the specialized agencies, are urged to give the
Porward-looking Btrategies the widest publicity possible and to ensure that their
content is translated and disseminated in order to make authorities and the public
in generzl, =specially women's grasg-root organizations, aware of the objectives ¢f
that document and of the recommendations contained therein.

Notes
1/ Report of the Worid Conference of the [nternatiopal Wemen's Year, Mexicd

City, 19 June-2 July 1975 {United Nations publicaticn, Sales ¥o. E.76.IV.1l)«
chap. 1, =ect. A.

2/ Report of the World Conference of the United Hations Decade for WOMEN
Equality, Development and Peace, Copenhagen, 24-30 July 1980 (United Nations
publication, Sales Mo. E.BQ.IV.3), chap. I, seck. A

3/ General Assembly resclution 227 A fIII}.
4f General Assemebly regalution 2200 A [(XXI) . Annex.
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Rokes (continmed)

5/ Chid.
! &/ General Assembly resoluticn 347180, annex.
Ek_ i/ General Assembly resclution 7/ 83, annex.
‘f 8/ Report of the International Conference an Population, 1984, Meaico City,
I ¢-14 August 1984 (United Natiens publication, Sales No. E.B4.XITI1.8), chap. I,
'} sect. A, para. 1.

9/ Eeport of the Worla Conference aof the international Women's Year “eny
:' cha_'?. I.

¥ 10/ Report of the Commi ssion

on the Status af Woman
[ Body for Ehe World Conferenze to Re

acting as the Preparatory
i view and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Fgmtinns Decade for Women: Bguality,
i

Development and Peace aon its second session
CA/OONF.116/PC/19) , chap. I, draft decision I, para. 2 (h}.

I

b

gi .. 11/ FReport of the
§i Bucharest, l%-30 augupt
{ithap. 1.

Inited Mations World po lation

Conference, 1974,
1974 [(United Wations publication

¢ Sales Ho. E.75.%I0E.3),

; 13/ FReport of the World Conferenoe on rarian Reform and Rural Develo ent,
PeRome, 12-20 July 1979 {WCARRD/REP) (Rome, FAQ, 1979), Programme of Botisn, sect, IV.

13/ General Assembly resclution 36/71.

: 14/  Report of the Werld Lonference to Combat RBacism -and Racial
ehiscrimination, Geneva, 14-25 August 1978 (United Nations publication, Sales
2. E.79.XIV.2), chap. II,

i 13/ General Assembly resolution 3086 (XNVIIT).

: a 16/ Geneva Conventicn relative ko the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time

<Hat, of 12 August 1949 (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973, p. 287).

rt of the Imtermnationzl Conference on the estion of Palestine,
August—7 September 1983 (United Wations publ {eatiot;, Bales
«1.21), chap. I, sect. B,

Feport of the World Assembly on Mging, Vienna, 26 July-6 August 1982
Nations publication, Sales M,

E.B2.1.16), chap. VI, sect. A,

8ee Uniked Natjions publication, Sales No. E.B81.1V.4d.
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B, HESOLITION AND DECISTIONS
Resolukion

1. Expression of gratitude to the hoat countrcy

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the achievemants of the
United Wations Decade for Women: Eguality, Development and Peace,

Having met in Wajirobi at the invitation of the Government of Kenya from
the 15th to the 26th of July 198%5,

Having reviewed and evaluated the progress made and cobstacles encountarea
during the United Nations Decade for Women,

Expressing the hepe that the outcome of thls Conference will strengthen
and improve the sitvation of women throughout the worid,

1. Respeckfully presents its gratitude to Ais Excellency the President
of Kenya, the Ronourable Daniel T. arap Mel, for having graced the openirg
meeting of the Conference with his presence, for having mwade the inaugural ¥
address and For bis personal concern for the successful cutcome of the
Conference,

2. Expresses its profound yratitude to the Government of Kenya for
having made it possible for the Conference to be held in Naivobi and for the
exesllent facilities, staff and services so graclousiy placed at its diaposal,

3. Requests the Government of Kenya to convey to the City of Nairobl
amd to the people of Renya the gratitude of the Conference, for the
hospitality and warm welcome extended to the participants,

4. Decides that the document on the Porward-looking Strategies adapted
by the Conference shall be known aa “"The Halrobi Porwatrd-looking Strategles i
for the Advancement of Women™. - :

Decisions

2. Cradentiale of the representatives to the Conference  [iil

at its 17th plenary meeting, on 25 July 1585, the Conference ap?réﬁﬁﬁFh*-'
raport of the Credentials Committee (ASOOMF.116/721). L

3. praft resolutions and 2 draft declaratlon on which
no action was taken by the Conference Coee

At its 20th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1985, the Conference dec
the text of the draft resolutlona and a draft declaration on which it}
taken any acktiom owlng to lack of Etime, would be reproduced ipn an an
report of the Conferenge and would be brought Lo the attentien of ?hﬁf
apsembly for consideration and action as appropriate.
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Chapter EI

HISTORICAL PACKGROUND OF TRE CONFERENCE

4'F 3, In pursuance of General Assembly resolutions 3276 (XXIX) and 3277 iXXIX) of

'fln pecember 1974 and at the invitarion of the Sovernment of Mexico, the World

" conference Of the International Women's Year - the first such conference held under

“-muted Hations auspices = was held in Maxico City from 1% June to 2 July 1975, in

e course of the year which had been proclaimed "International Women's Year™ by
:fneneral Assenmbily resclution 2010 (X¥WII} of I8 Docember 1972.

.3, The Conference adopted as its principal decisions the Declaration of Mexico on
L yhe Bguality of Wormen and their Contribution to Development and Peace 1975 and the
“porld Plan of Action for the Implewmentation of the Objectives of the Internatiqnal
Wemen's Year, and recommended, intey alia, that the General Assembly should

consider at its thirtieth seszion the convenlna of anothey world conference on
Cyomen in 1980, 17

. hoting on proposals and recommendations of the Mexico City Conferenge, the
fopeneral Assembly, by its resolution 3520 (XXX} of 15 December 1975, proclaimed the
pgrlod from I976 ko 1965 as the United Nationz Decade for Hnmen* Equaltty,

_ In conformity with that and other decicions of the General Agcembly and of the
inomic and Social Council. and at the invitation of the Government of Denmark.
e‘ﬂnrld Conference of the Ynited Wations Decads for Women: Equality, Bevelcpment
g Programme of Action for thE Second Half of thé Unitad Hatlans Decade for Wbmen
1 a layge number of resoluticns and decisions cancecning specific subjects,

hrty-fifth session, should consider the convening in 1985 of another world
;ffErEnce on women to review and apprzise the achievements of the Decads. 2/

. The repork of the 1580 Conference was <ongsldered by the General Assembly later
Ethﬁt year; on 11 December 1980 the Assembly adopted resolution 15/136 by which
-fesponded to a number of the Conference's proposals and recommendations, and in
rtiuular -degided "t CONVENES tn 1985, at the conclusion of the necade. a World

o (para. 17). At its subseguent session, when it considered the subject
ﬁn, the Aspembly adapted resolution 36/126 of 14 December 1981, by which it

o t¢ the guestion of preparations for the 1985 Conference.

The Commission accordingly dealt with the guestion and reported and made

”tai“ recommendations ko the Econcomic and Social Council in the early pare of

2. "In responze to the Commission's report and proposals, the Council adopted
Ution 1982/26 of 4 May 1982, by which it decided, inter alia, to designate the
5%1Gn az the preparatery bedy for the Confersnce.

. The guestion of preparations For the Conference was Ffurther congidered by the
-*al Assembly later in the mame year. The Assembly adopted resolution 317780 of
ember 1882, by which it endorsed the Councll's declsions goncerning

tations for the Conference and took a number of other decisions relewvant
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thereto. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of that resolution, the Secretary-Gensral

appainted Mrs, L. Shahani, Assistant gecretary-General for Seocial Development ang j- jes Fi
YWumanitarian Affairs, as Secretary-General of the Conference. & 12 Apri
an the
9. Phe Commission on the Status of Women acting as the Preparatory Body for thy v its the
conference held its First session at Vienna in February/march 1983, ender the from 2%
chairmanship of Olajumoke Oladayo Obafeml (Rigerial. 1In its report 3/ on the .
cessian it addressed a number of recommendations, including the text of the T or. A«
provisional agenda for the conference, to the Bconamic and Social Council, which j, | open—er
response thereto adopted decision 1883/132 of 26 May 1983: in additiom, on the Sams } 7 Hay 1
date bhe Council adopted resolution 1983/28 concerning more specifically the ' © transmi
participation of non=dovernmental anrganlzationz in consultakive staktus with tha - partly
Council in the Confererce and in the preparatocy process at the national apd . " fPorwar
regdional levels. o conceet
A | ghjecri
10. ‘The General Assembly considered the report of the Commiseion acting as the o] tear 20
preparatory Bedy on its first session tincluding the provisicnal adgenda proposed SN
for the Conference} and the Council's decizions concerning preparations for the ) 1. 14. 1In
1985 Cenfersnce, as well as other related matters, at its thirty-eighth sesgion, [ in the
As a result of this consideration the Assenily adopted resolution 38/10%8 of . 4 the Pre
16 December 1983, by which it decided to accept with appreciation the offer of the  § Mrs. Ro
Covernment of Kenva to act as host o the tonference in Wairobl in 1985s took note, |- Women A

of the Commission's reports and endorsed iks recommandations; and censidered that V. Apprais

at the Conference particular attention would be pald fin connection with itew 7.of. 5 Develop

the provisional 2cenda) to the problems of women in territories under racist "k eonsulk
. 1 a . ¥ '

m~alonlal rule and in territories wnder forelan accupation, on the basis of 1 delibex

appropr late documantation fram the international conferences: held at Mexico City | I¢ advance

and Copenhacen, on women under the themes of eguality, development and peace. E T;Bthé-
P e “\_ B to
11. The Commission acting as the Freparatory Body for the Conterence held 1tz fi; ?% of thos
sacond session From 27 February to 7 March 1984, under the chairmanship of SRV i
Rosarioc G. Manale (Philippines}. 1ts report on thakt session 4/ was considered by, g 13- Th
the Econemie and Social Council, which by its decision 19847125 of 24 May 1984, . {i the Cen
tock note of the report, and approved the recommendations conkained in the cepark. - ~ develop

and decided to transmit it to the Genecal pssembly at its thirty-ninth gmacion. At gystem.
that sacsion the Assembly dealt once again with the subject of prepacations for. the
Conference and on 14 December 1984 adopted resalution 397129, by which it L
reiterated its appreciation to the Govertment of Kenya for offering to act as heat
to the Conferenge in Naircbi from 15 to 26 July 1985 yrged all Member States to :;
make all efforts to ensute the success of tha Canferencep toock note of the g e
Preparatory Body's second repoct and endorgsed the recommendations made thereins ad
made a nupber of recommendations concerning documents ko be gubmitted to the
Preparatory Body at its rhird gescion and documents to be gubmitbed to the
Confarenca. In the final paraaraph of Lhe resolution, the hssembly decided ta
inclode Ln the prowisional agenda of its Fortieth session the item "United Wat N8
pDecade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace”. -

12. A third session of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the

treparatory Body for the Conference Was held at Wienna frem 4 to 13 March 18830
under the chairmanship of Rosario G. Manale {Philippines}. As explainad in th ';
report on that session, 5/ the Preparatory Body was unable to complete its bis ule € ¢
at that time, including consideratiom of the secrstary-General's ceport
{A/CONF, 116/PC/21} concerning the principal item on the agenda, as well as of #
certain other items fthe draft provisional rules of procedure for the Confere!
and cectain organizational makters}. It decided that certain of the unfinishe
items should be referred to the Economic and Social Council for aonEiderat ion EﬁJ
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 girst rggular session of 1985, In thieg <onnection, by decision 39/459 of

pril 1965, the General_ﬁssemhly decided, inter alia, "to request the Commizsion
.-the gratus of Women acting as the Prepayatory Body for the Conference to resums
s phird sesgicn 1n New York for a pericd of not more than peven days =tarting
lﬁém 29 mpril 1985, in order te complete successfully its preparatory work ...7,
33 agcordinaly, the Preparatory Bodylmet in resumed third session and as an
;f'ﬂ-ended working group at United Nations Headquarxters from 2% April to
:ﬁay 1985, With respect tQ the principal ltem on ite agenda, it decided 6/ to
- anemit O the Conference a text consisting partly of agreed recommendations and
Etly of proposals that were not agreed {separately i@entified) concerning
- yard-looking Stratenies of implementaticon for the advancement of women and
crete measures to overcome obstacles te the achlevement of the goals and
. atiyez of the United Natfons Decade for Women for the period 1986 to the

Eguality, Revelopment and Peace™, 7/

in conformity with Assembly decisicn 23/459, the Boonomic and Social Council,
i the wourse of its session from 7 to 21 May 1985, gave priority to the resulks of
i preparatory Body's ?e%ib?ratlnnaq The Council decided, inter alia, ko invite
.. Rosario Manale (Philippinas), Chairman of the Commission on the Status of

en acting as the Preparatory Body Ffor the World Conference to Review and

raige Ehe Achilevements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equaltty,
ralopment and Peace at its third and resumed third sessions, to hold informal
e anltations Ip Hew York, prior to the Conference, with a view to Facilitating the
= liberations of the Conference redarding the Forward-looking Strategies for the

ncement of women and concrete measures to overcome obstacles ko the achievement

ke goals and objectlves of the United Nations Decade for Women for the pariad
A6 to the Year 2000: Equality, Development and Peace - and to make the resulte
5f1hose consultaticons available to the Conference as appropriate.

5, The Council declded in its resolution 1585/46 of 31 Mav 1985 to bransmit to
s Conference the repork of the Secretary-General reviewing the issue of women and

By its decision 1585/158 the Council transmitted ko the Conference the report
the Committee on the Elimination of Discriminaticn against Women on tha
ilevements of and obstacles encountered by States parties in the implementation
the Convention on the Eliminatlon of Al Porms of Riserimination against Women.
lso transmitted the report of the Secretary-General aon the pacrticipation af
~gavernmental organizations ik the United Wations bDecade for Women.

The Economic and Socisl Council ¢onsidered the provisional rules of procedurs
the Conference durina its session. At its 26th meeting, on 31 May 1985, by
lsion 1985/15% the Council suthorized its Burea: to continue making every effort
rough informal consutltations to assist in resolving outstanding issues relating
L% the rules of procedure for the Conference and to submit the results ko the
ineil at a pesumpticn of its First regular eession of 1985, on 20 Juns 1985,

, L] ht
B resumed session. the Council by decision 1985/164 recommended a formulation of
le 6 relating to the composition of the General Committee of the Conference. The

tztarding guestion of rules 32-44 was referred to the Conference,

- The Conference was preceded by intergovernmental preparatory meetings
Bidanized by the regicnal commissions, in co-operation with the secretariat of the
ference, the specialized agencies and other bodies concerned. These redional
ings were held at the places and on the dates mentioned below: -
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Econnmic and Suocial Commission for Bzia
and the pacific Tokyo, 26-30 March 1984

Econamin Commission for Africa arnsha, B-12 Octoher 1984 ¢

Boonomic Commisaion for Ewrope
{Seminar on the economic role of woman

in the ECE ragion) vierma, 15-19% October 1984 | ﬁal;:i
. . . . : . from
Economic Commission for Latlp America 14 D
and the Caribbean Havana, 19-23 November 1984
Economic Commission for Western Asia Baghdad, 3-6 December 1984
22,

19. &t these regional itntergovernmental meetings and the Seminar various

recommendations, some dealing with matters of specific interest te the reglon gggg:
concerned, were adopted For submission to the Conference. B/ ' condw

. , s 1. Presi.
0. In addition, documentary and statistical material designed to illustrate the  -4& o0

evolution of the status of women in recent times was gathered by specialized E eunm
agencies and other bodies and organs of the United Nations system and iesued in- v ;
documents for submission o the Conference. An intergovermmental body - the R :;
Organization of African Unity — prepared jointly with the Economic Commission for- 1
Africa z document relating to the position of women living under a ceégime of
apartheid. Many non~governmenkal organizations having an interest in the topicw to %
he considered by the Conference arranged meetings or seminare dealing with such 7 -
topice and prepared statemenks or documents addresced to the Conference. (See ttg?_

T

1ist of documents in annex ITI o this report.}
A
o A
HNokes ) o A
" Ar
1/ See the report of the Mexice City conference, United Mations publicatiom By
Sales No. £.76.1V.1 (E/CONF,66/34]). L Ar
. Ay
2/ See the report of the Copenhagen ConFerence, United Mations publica?:!_:ﬂ_n P
Sales Ne. E.50.1%.3 znd Corv. (A/OONF.94/35), in particular resolotion i3 {thf Ba
draft of which had been intreduced by the delegatlon of Kenya on behalf of a Ba
of countries, see ibid., para. 420). Ba

3/ A/OONF.116/BC/9 and Carg.l and aad. 1.

4/  A/CONF.116/PC/19 and Corr.l and Add.l and Corc.l.

S/  A/UONF,116/PC/25. .

6/ Bee the report on the resumed third session {h.-"CGHF-llﬁfﬁf-‘ddjl.‘ilf
annex. .

3/ See document &/00NF. 116712, .

8/ For tha texts of the recopmendations and of the reports {or ex 5
thereof) of the regional intergovernmental meetinds, see the relevant "Pf
Secretary-General (A/CONF.116/9}. '

.
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Rfghanistan
Albania
hAlaeria
Ahwola
Antiaua and Barbuda
Avaentina
Australia
hugkria
Bahpain
Batigladesh
Barbados
Belaium
Belize

Benin

Bhutan
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundj

Cameroom
Canada
Cape Verde

Chad

.B.

Pre—Conference consultations open to
- ponforence wers held at Wairobi on 13 and
+. procedural and organlzational matters,

" ponducked under the chairmanship of Mrs.
-presiding Officer of the Commission actin

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Centyral African Republic

ChaEter IIT

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Date and place of the Conferance

to Beview and Appraise Ehe Achigvements of the United
Equality, Development and Paage, was held at Naicrobi

'% from 15 to 26 July 198%, in conformity with General Assembly resolution 39/12% of

that paricd the Conference held 70 rPlenary mectingsz,

Fre-Conference consulbations

all States invieted to participate in the
14 July 1%B%5 to consider a nember of
These and other informal aonaultactions were
Rosaric Manalo {(Philippinesz), who had been
49 a5 the Preparatory Body for the

The report on the consultatiens (ASCONF.116/%.1 and Add, 1) was
sgbmitted to the Conference and ite recemmendat ions wa

the ordanization oF the Conference's work,
the structure of the Conference's repork,

fe acoepted az the bazis for
including the recummendation coneerning

C.  Attendapce

The following States were teprasented at the Conferences

Chila

Ching

Colombia

Comoros

COng L

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Demotratic Kampuchea
Democratic People’s Republie of Koreg
Pemocratic Yamen
Denmack

Hibouti

Dominiea

Dominican Republic
Ectuador

Egypt

EL Salvadnr
Bhjuakorial Suiney
Ethiopia

Fijl

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

Republ {e
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; German Democratic Republic Fanama
Germany, Federal Republic of Papua Wew Guinea
: . Chana Faraguay
-j:' Greece Feru
E Grenada Philippines
Guatemala Poland
Guines Portuagal
Galnea=Blssan Republic of Eorea
Guyana Romania
Haiti Fwanda :
Holy Sea Saint Christopher and MHevis
Hondurae Salnt Lucia
i AungaTY Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
SH Iceland Samoa
Hi India San Marino |
Al Indonesta Sac Tome and Princlpe :
5 Iran, Islamic Republic of Saudi Arabia ]
U Irag Sanegal
o ' Ireland Seychelles
Israel Sierra Leonsa
Ttaly Solomon Islands
Tvory Coast Somalla L2
Jamaica Spain ¢
Japan Sri Lanka
Jordan Sudan
Kanya Surinama
Eiribati Swaziland
Kuwait Buwaeden
Lac People's Democyatic Republic Swikzerland 2
Lesotho Syrian Arab Republic i
Liberia Thailand
Libyvan Arab Jamahiriya Togo
Luxembourg Trinidad and Tobago
Madagascar Tunisia
Malawi Turkey o v
Malay=ia Uganda
Maldives ) Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Mali Republic
Malta Union of Soviet Sceialist
Mauritania Republics
Maurikius United Rrah Emiraktes
Mexico Onited Eingdom of Great BELtﬂlﬂ
HMongolia and Horkhern Ireland ' __“-
KoroQco United Republic of Tanzania .
Mozambigue United States of America o
Mepal Druguay
Hethet lands Vanuatu
Hew Esaland Yenezuela
Nicaragua ¥iet Mam
Higer Yemen
Migeria Yirgaslavia
Morway Zaire
Cman Zambia
Pakiatan 2 imbabwe
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2. The secratariats of the followin

African WNational Congress (South Africal
Pan Africanist Congressz of Azania

Office ofF the Director

Co-operation

Department of Internatignal Economic and Bocial Affairs
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development
Depacriment of Political and Security Affafrs

Depactment of Pfublie Information

conferenoe;

1

kol

rI
e

Eoonomic Commissian for Latin America and the Carfbbean
Ecanomic angd Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

" The following tnited

Committee on the Elimination of B
v URlted Mations

- United Wations
~ United Nations
United Wations
Imited Natione
United Mations
v United Wations
Office

Ecohomic Commission for Africa
 Bronomic Commission for Westacrn Asia

Centre for Human Settlements {Babitat)
Children's Fupd

Conference on Trade and Development
Development Proaramme

Enviromnment Programme

Fund for Populstion Activities
Development Fund for Women

Industrial Development QOrganization

Internaticonal Research and Training Institute for the

Advancement of Women

Dniteq

UNited Nations Instityte for Trainina and Research
Nations Office for Emergency Operations in Africa
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office

United Nations Univereity

orld Foog Progr amme

L

.- Federation of International Civil Servants Assogjations
-;nternatianal Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

“Representat ives of the following specialized agencies and
r";ftﬂﬂl:iuns Participated in the work of the Conference:

Mnternational tabour Organisation

2 and Rgriculegre Oraanization of the United Rations

-7

é4_ The United Wations Council for Wamibia and the Special Committee zqainst
hggfth&id were represented at the Conference.

35, The Palesting Liberation drganization and the South Wesk Africa Peocple’s
- prganizaticn attended the Conference in the capaciky of abservers.

;EE- The following natioral liberation movements were represented by observers:

ﬁ, Members of the secretariat of the following United MNakions offices were
present throughout or during part of the Conference:

~General for Development and Tnkernatbienal Economic

9 regional commissicns ware represented at

Hatione bodies and programmes werz also represented:

iserimination against Women

; of the United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees
Urited wations

"United Nations

related

the
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United Mations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
internatlonal Civil Aviation Organization

World Metearological Qrganization

World Health Organization

World Bank

fnterpational Fund for Agricultural Development

31. The following intergovernmental organlzations were represented by observerp,

Arab Fupd for Foonomic and Social Dewvelopment

Avab Gulf Programme for the United Wations Develophent Qrganizations
Arab Labowur Organization

Caribbean Community Secretariat

Commonwealth Secretariakb

Council for Mutual Ecopomic Agslstance

Couzncil of Europe

European Commurity

Intar-American Development Bank

Inkergovernmental Committee for Migration

International Center for Fublic Enterprimes in Developing Countries
League of Arab States

Wordic Council

Organization Eor Economic So-coperation and Development

Organization of African Unity

Organization of American States [Inter-hmericzan Commission of Women)
Otganization of the Islamic Conference

32, A large mmber of non-governmental organizatiens ipn consultative status with

the Economic and Social Councii, or on the Roster, attended the Conference. The
list of participants is given in document A/OONP.116/TNF.1.

D. Opening of the Conference and election of its President

33, The Conference was called to order by the Secretary-Genaral of the United
Mations. In the course of hiz address he stated that the purpose of the Conference
was to draw up a balance shest of pesults obtained and of the many problems
remaining to be solved before women could stand everywhere beside men with rights
and opportunities equal not only in law but also in fact. He pointed out that the
United Natlons had congistently played an important rele in supporting efforts to
improve the lives and status of women around the world by providing a forum for
discussions and by devaloping the neceseary internaticnal instruments and o
strategies. In this important ephere, as in others, the endeavours of the United
Nations had been shaped by, and constituted a response ta, the process of rapid
change which bhad marked the 40 years singe the establishment of the ﬂrgaﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁf

14. He sa2id that the International Women's Year 1975 had been an important eyt
in that it directed the world community's attention not only to the needs bubys
to the strength of women. Moreover, women themselves increasingly axpressed;:
wiew that they shared many problems and aspirations which transcended nai?iﬂhal
boundar les as well as cultwral and political backgrounds. Enmphasizing EN®y.si:
intearrelatedness of the themes of the Decade - eguality. development and |
noted the relatively greater progress made towards equality and the increa
recognition af the relationship between development and the advancement of . W
The issues of women's advancement could not be separated from those of peag
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was heartening to note that women were participating increassingly in the
gle for peace and disarmament. No doubt, the deliberationz of the Conference
‘“3 reflect political, econcmic and social realities, though ik could hardly be
lgtﬂd to offer solutions to problems that had for long been and were still being
Pjusseﬂ in other United Wations forums. 1In its discussions the Conference =hould
ge sight of the need to preserve and build upon the gaing achieved during the
man the basis of Ehe broad and genuine support of the entire international

poviewlng the achievements of the Decade, he sald that to expect that the
;15 of women's aguallty with men and full participation in the life of socisty
g5a1d be attalned in so short a epan of time was to belittle the magnitude of the
Jk. However, compared with 1275, thete was in 1%B5 a much greater awareness of
ta¢n's problems, greater advocacy of their rvights and greater understanding of
ir needs. Most importantly, this increased awareness was widely shared by women
ciemselves. Governments had enacted legislation outlawing discrimination based on
oz, and national meghanfisms to ensure respect of women's rights had been =et up.
4omen were beginning to make their presence felt in the public life of thefr
;oatries. The growing appreciation of the diverse roles which women could play in
Laciety had been responsible for many of the positive achievemants of the becade,
i bicularly in the areas of health, education and employment. The emphasiz on
e {mary health care moved the focus to women, the esducational gap between girle and
wa had narrowed, especially in developing countries, and there had been an
wereasing erosion of the fallacious "role model® that depicted women as
cspentlally vnproductive in the economic sense.
- The Secratary-General added that the United Mations Decade for Women had
incided with a period in which the world economy had run an uneasy courss. In
fiis context, women had suffered particularly from cutbacks in public investments
“'moglal programmes due to economic difficulties and the necessary process of
kiiustment. Ewen in these difficult economic times, howevar, the Decade had
dglstered significant progress. For ingtance, there had been an increase in the
jmbez of countries - from 28 in 1978 ko 90 in 1983 - with equal pay legislation on
their statute books. Qualitative and guantitative changes had taken place in
onen's participation in the labour force. The women of the twenty-first century
i)d enjoy better education and possess higher askilis than the women of 1975, and
#uld be better informed about her rights and obligations in soelety. The dreater
eness of women's issues was attributable in large meacure to the valuable

rts of the non—governmental community with which the United Nations system o
gontinued to collakorate closely. g

.D Concluding, the Secretary-General said that the positive trends of the Decade L
te encouraging., At the same time he noted that the challenge remained how ta
iEintaln the momentum beyond the Decade and to intensify internakional co-pperation

W'this vital area. A sense of shared purpose and direction, a renewed commitment .
he Plan of Action of Mexice City, the Programme of Action adopted at

nhagen, the goals and objeckives of the Decade and to the Charter af the United .
ions ought ko be a beacon to guide the world community through the days and VR
8 ahead. The effarts ko ensure equality of women's rights with those ofF men

gt ‘'not flag. He was eonfident that the international commenity, working in

cert, would respond to the challenges of the promotion of peace, tostering of SR,
hemic and social development and the universal observance of human righta. BHe NP
[eised that without the full partnership of women and men, goals would remain
isive and, in this light, vlewed the close of the United Nations Decade for Women
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38. In an iraugural addressz, His Excellency the Honourable Daniel T. arap Moi,
Fresident of the Republle of Kenya, welcomed the delegaticons and thanked the
Secretary=-gensral and the Secretariat of the United WHations for the support Lthey
had extended to the host Government in connectlon with preparations for the
Conferemnze,

39, He referred to the formidable task confronting the delegations and to the
numeroug makters on the agenda which bore vitally on the destiny of mankind.
Throughout history, and in all parts of the world, the human community had been
concerned with the izsues of eguality, development and peace, and hence it was
Eitting and indeed inevitable that these matters should form part of the agenda of

a conferetce convened to discuss the status and well-beling of more than half of the
world?e population.

4. The world commanity's precccupation with the integraticon of women in the
malnstream of human progress was of relatively recent date. Pespite bthe progress
made in almost aveyy field of human striving, efforks te alleviate the pliant of
woman had achieved less than the world community had & capacilty ko accomplich.
However, one poink of agreament was that a start had been made and that humanity

could not afford to slow down the momentum in a field 50 crucial to the well-being
of mankind.

41. HNoting that the Confersnge was taking place on the eve of celebrations to mark
the fortieth anniversary of the astabhlishment of the United Mations, he stressed
that this was a =pecial and hiskoric occasion [or teviewing and appraizing the
achievements of 10 years of International resolve and commitment to improve the
staktus of women and to formulate wviable strategies for the promotion of khe
advancement of women in the years ahead.

42, In thisz context, he referred to the action taken by the General Assembly aince
1975 to improve the status of women, and considered that the woerld community had
come a lomng way Since the Mexico City Conference, By the kime international ackion
was taken, Kenya, among otherz, had enacted legislative and constitukional
provisions guaranteeing to all pitizeps inalienable right= iyrespective of =ex,
craad, race or athnic criging. Remva had in addirvion ratified the Convention on
the Eliminattan of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and Renya was both 2
contributor to and beneficlary of the Onited MNations Development Fund for Women.
At the national level, women in Kenya were invelwed in the identification,
formulation and implementation of development activities, starting from the viliagé
level, and women had begun to entar the legal, medical, engineering and vekarinarY
professions which had previcusly been male-dominated.

43. Tn conclusion, the Precident of Eenya reaffirmed his country's total
commikment and detecrminatfon te continue assisting Kenyan women to attaln even
greater sugcesses in the coming yesrs, and he espressed the hopes of Kenya that the
deliberations aof the Conference would be inspired and tempered by the desire 9. -
succeed. In this contexkt, he stressed that, while differences of opinicn were -
bound to arize over certain issues at the Conference as at any othet, nonethelegd
it was vital that the objectives and aspirations of the Conference should not bé.
submerged by chekoric which might attract immediate and wide attention, but Erod.
which the Conference and, abave all, the women of the world would gain littleﬁ'ﬂ“
guccess of this Confarenge would also depend crucially on the will of a1l
Governments to implement its recommendations, for withowt this will rEEQIUhlﬂﬂE :
would remain mere paper monuments. Yeb, while it was the duty of Guuernmentstg"
take action, the onus remained on women to unite and take full advantage of. ﬂm
opportunities so Created. S
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R i, He stressed that women formed the most important element and performad

; litel‘ﬂll-"" vital functions in all societies, After a Decade of varying attempte to

"I ggqvance the cause of women, he said, the years ahead should witness resolute action
L ro eradicate chstacles to the advancement of women. The delegations owed it to the

o Jomen of the world to produce a final docioment that would prove that the journey to
wL pairobi in 1985 had not been in vain.

o 45, The Fresident of the Republic of Eenya formally declared the Conference open.,

B 6. At its lst meeting on 15 July 1985 the Conference elected by acclamaticon

af"-i*' -‘:"-Hiﬂﬂ Margaret Kenyatta, the head of the delegation of Kenya, as the President of
tﬂgf: the Confetence. In her atceptance speech, she expressed her own and her countey's
.gratit"”ie to the delegates for electing her bo khis high office, Indeed, zhe sald,
ci ! 411 africa was honoured by the decision of the warld COMmuUnity to accept the offer

o |n af tha Government of EKenya to host the Conferance, especfally during the year
i narking the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations.

" y7. Reviewing the major achievements for the advancement of women Since the

[ potablishment of the United Nations in 1945, she cited the Preamble of Ehe United

i B mattons Charter which reaffirmed faith in Fundamental human rights, in the dignity

L'nd warth Gf the human person, in the equal rights of men and women, and of pation=

large and small. She glgo particularly mentioned the ploneering work af the United

) ations Commission on the Status of Women which had made many significant

ecomnendations for promoting women's social, ecensmic and political rights, apd

had prepared Beveéral important internaticnal conventions on such subjects as the
litical rights of women, the natiomality of women, ay= and consent to marciage

tc. The adaption LY Lthe General Assenbly of the Convention on the Elimination of
1 Forms of Discriminaticn against Women was a significant contributlon to the

Sadvancement of women. Other achisvements of the United Nations Decade for Women
peluded the Mexico City and Copenhagen Conferences and the World Plan of Actian

and the Programme of Attion adopted, respectively, in Mexico City in 1975 amd in

Cepenhagen in 1980, She stressed that thess were mutually complementary

inatruments, not two separate ones. Their implementation involved not only

.gdm;-mgnl;s, but 2ls0 agencies and bodies of the ynited Nations system, and
ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

i

4. She expressed the hope that all delegations would show good will in order to
ble the Conference to make a4 Serious contribuntion to the advancenent of women.

her part, she added that she would 49 her best to merit Lhe confidence which
"Qonference had placed in her.

E. Messages from Heads of State or Qoverrsment

_ The Conference regeived messa
'8de of Btate or Government of Al
eChosiovania, Democratic Yemen,

Jes wishing it success addressed to it by the
geria, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cubsa,
Pominica, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gamb:ia, Garman
—werratic Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Treland, Japan, Lebanon,
’tho, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Monaolia, Pakistan, Poland, Republic of Xorea,

‘It Vincent and the Grenadines, Benegal, Syrian Arab Republie, Trinidad and

9r Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia and
'a'l
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¥, OUOther messajes

50. A mescage was received from Her Majesty the Queen of Jordan.

51. A Wmessage was received from the Chairman of the Palestine Libkeration
ocganization.

6. Adcption of the rules of procedure {agenda item 3}

52. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference adcpted the i

provisicnal rules of procedure as contained in document ASCONF.11E6/2,* a8 reviged 5d.
in the 1ight of the acceptance by the Conference of the Economic and Social : 3§f
Council's reconmendations tedarding rules & and 1% (see document ASCONF.116/17), wa i

' 53,

Following discussicns during the pre-Conference consultations on matters of

' procedure, the President, immediately after the adeptioh of the rules of procedure,
E made the following statement:

L "In my capacilty as President of the Conference, and wlth the concurrence
L- of all groups concerned, I wish to make the following statement.

*

The squatre brackets in chaptecr VIII iDec icion-making) were removed.

% The text of the two tules reads:

PElecticns
"Rule ©

“Tha Conference shall eleck the following officers: a President, one
L5 Vice-President for Co-ordination, twenty-nine other Vice-Presidents, a

Rapporteur-General and a Presiding Officer For each of the Mala Committees
established in accordance with rule 45,

"Bagigions conoerning craanization

HAE *Rule 15

4 1 .

3 #1. The Conference shall, to the extent possible, at its first meeting:
j; {a) Elegt itg oificers and constitute its sobsidlary bedies;

bl Adopt its rules of procedurs} ' lf”

(¢) adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until zuch adeption, b€
the provisional agenda of the Conferenges .

{d} [ecide on the corganization of 1lts work.

»2. Recomtendations resulting from pre-conference consultations ghall, in
principle, be acted on without further dipcussion.”
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"Without prejudice to the rules of procedure of the Conference which hawve

been adopted, in particular rule 34, and without getting a precedent, a
general understanding has emerged as a result of cossultations whereby all
documents of the Conference, in particular the Forward-looking Strategies
document under jtem # of the Conference agenda, should be adopted by
congensus .

E. Adopticn of the agenda (agenda item 4)

-.i;.i; At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference zdopted as its
| sgenda the provisional agenda (A/CONF.116/1) recommended by the Preparatory Body,
| ynich wae as follows:

Cpening of the Conference.

Election of the President.

Adoption of the ruleg of Procedure,

Rdoption of the agenda.

Eiectlon of officers other than the President.

Other organizational matters:

fa) Allocation of ftems to the Main Committess and organization of workp

{b} Credentials of representatives to the Conference:

(i) appeintment of the members of the Credentials Committeay
{ii) Report of the Credentials Committes.

Critical review and appraisal of prodeess achieved and obstacles

encountered in attaining the goals and objectives of the United Natiens

Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the sub-themer

Employment, Health and Education, bearing in mind the guidelines laid

down at the World Conference of the Internaticnal Woemen's Year, held at

Mexico City, and the World Conference of tha tnited Mations Decade for

Women: EBguality, Development and Peace, held at Copenhagen:

{a) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regional
and international levels to attain the aoal and obijective of
equality;

k) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regfonal
and international lewvelc to attain the goal and ocbjeative of

deve lopment

{¢} Progress achieved and ehstacles encountered at national, regional
#nd international isvels to attain the goal and objective of peace.
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8. Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of womep
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete mea§ures ko overgoms
obstagles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United
Hations Decade foar Women! BEquality, Development and Peace, and the
sub-theme; gEmployment. Health and Bducation, bearing in mind the . 59,
Imternational Development gtrategy Ler the Third United Hations to 7

Development Decade “and tha establishment of a new international economie cons
arders the
' docu

{a} BStrategies and measures at the naticonal, reqional and international . 3/C01

levels ko achieve the goal of equalitys

(k) Straktegies and measures at the national, reglonal and internatiopal

levals ko achieve the goal of development§ _
Eu!

{¢] Strategies and measures 2t the national, regional and international . | plena
lavel to achieve the geal of peace. ; - folle
" parag
3. Adoption of the repart of the Conference.

I. Election of offigers other than the President {agenda item 5} F
55. At its 2Znd plemary meeting on 1 July 1985 the Conference elected .. f;ﬁL '
i Mr. fTom Vraalsen (Worway) Vice-President for to=ordination and the following . JFrecomn
s 39 grakes as Vice-Presidents: Austratia, asustria, Bangladesh, Putrundi, Chad, ) 3§uw pt
Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslevakia, Ecuador, Francer German Democratic ;- Eimpic
[ndia, Indonesia, lrag, I[reland, Aigetent

e Bepublis, Germany, Federal republic af, Greece,
i Japan, Liberia, Mali, Nicaragua, Syrianm arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Union of ~Jigonaid

Soviet Socialist Republics, United republic of fanzania, Veneztela, Zambia. A

M

LI
o
"l.":'.l_" .

elected Rapporteur-General.

e 56, Mrs, Elena Lagadinova (Bulgaria} was

ja Lopez {Colombia) Preplding QFficer of the .-

57. The Confarence elected Mrs. Cecil
(Philippines) Presiding Dfficer of the

. Firet Committes and Mrs. Rosaric Manale
m! Fecond Committes.

58. The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
Rapporteyurs: | .

First Committes

ﬁ pPeputy Presiding OfFicers: Ma. Lagtitia van den HEsum {Hetherlands)
H Ms. Olimpia Solomonesct {Romania)
E Me. Hulsum Saifallah {Pakisktan)

Rapporteur: mg. Diaroumeye Gany (Niger)

Second Committep

: Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. piliie Miller (Barbados}
¥ Ms. Konjit Sine Giogis {Ethicpial

Ms. Eva Szilagyi (Hungary!}

Rapporteurs ¥=. Helen Ware {Australial
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' J. Other orgqanizational matters fagenda item &)

1. Allocatisn of agenda items

at its 3rd plenary meeting on 16 July 1985 the Conference decided that items 1
ep 7 and 9 would be considered in plenary meetings and that item B would bLe
weonsidered by the Maln Committees, {For the distribution of the work as betwesn

he two Committees in ralation to item 8, in particular congideration of the

peument Concerniny Forward-looking Strategies (A/CONF.116/12}, see document
A /OONF.116/L., 2,)

2. Credentials of representatives ko the conferance

. In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure tha Conference at its 2nd
Ak planary meeting on 15 July 1985 established a Credentlals Comelittee composed of the
- ollowing States: Bhukan, China, Cuba, Bguatsrial Suinea, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Lparaguay, Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America.

K. 1Implicaticns of Conference decisions for the programme

budget of the pnited Wations

At the 19th plenary mesting, on 26 July 14985,
precommendations of the Main Committees,

iiny pravisions of decisions taken or res
Eftplications For the programme budget of

tiention of the General Assembly by the
siderad the report of the Conference,

before the consideration of the
the Secretary of the Conference stated that
olutions adopted by the onferepce thakt had
the United Wations would be brought to the
Secretariatk at the time when the asgemhly
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Chapter IV

SITMMAKY OF THE GENWERRL DEBATE

62. The general debate, which tock place in the coursé of 14 plenary meetings from
16 te 24 July 1985, coversd the range of topics to be considered by the Confersnce,
incioding not only item ¥ bet alsc item 8 of the agenda, which was more
speclfically the concern of the Main Uommittees. Rll speakers expressed
appreciation of the efforts made vy the host State and by the secretariat in
preparing for the Conference.

63, The representatives of States and the obcervers who addrezsed the Confarence,
az well as the representatives of specialized agengies and United Haticons bodies,
progy amnes and oFffices who made statements, commented on the yarious lssues Lo be
dealt with by the conference, SOme interguuernmental organizations also made
statements in the plenary. Statementa were made on bohalE of a number of
non—goverhmental organizatlons.

64. Opening the deneral debate at the third plenary meeting on 16 July 1985,

Mrs, L. Shahani, sacretary—General of the Conference, stated that the tnited
Natimns Decade for Women had brought additional nenaEitg and rights to women, but
the possibilities to realize these benefits and rights under favourable gonditions
had sianificantly decreazed in conseguance af the recent difficult economnic
situation. At the Gans cime it was becoming increasingly clear that political and
economle problems could not be solved without the Full participation of woman in
shaping the fubure of society and contributing to international peato and
security. The values, aspirations and ideals of women could reorienkt 2 troubled
and violent world. Women represented the newW hope as the world prepared for the
roming cenkury.

£5. She said that the value of the Decade ag a symbcl and mechanism ought not ©&
be upderestimated, for it had mowved Covernments and nﬂn-gnvernmental organizations
all over the world to take action benefiting women. aAlthough in many instances
performance had fallen short of promise, the lmportant point was that an
irreversible peofaess, far-reaching in its implications, had heen set Lln motion by
the Pacade.

6. During tha Decade gignificant lessons had been learnt about the actual status
and tole of women in their societies. Thers Was also a better understanding of the
processes which gave rise to problems and confllcts common to women in differant
cultures. Thersa Wac greater awareness of the ways in which global econsmlic and
political issues djrectly affected the lives of women, The organized women' s
movement initiated in the ninoteenth century nad become a global [oree. The
mechanism of the Decade had caused the invisible majority of humankind - the
women = bo hecome MOoCe visible on the global scene.

7. Hokting the substantial progress made towards legal eguality and the
ratification of the Cconventicn on the Eliminakion of All Forms of Discriminatlon
against Women by over 70 gtates, she drew attantion to the fast that actual changés
had not kept pace with legislative provisions. Sipce there was NG quarantes that .
sgonomic growth would automatically enhange the dignity of women, she stressed thé.
need to re—sxamine the meaning of #integration of women in development” L0 ensul®
that development would not perpetuate the position of women as A disadvantaged
group Or increase their "double burden® without adeguate remunevation. with reda’
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peace, the Decade had suceceeded fin creating public awarenass of the neasd for
wonen O take an active role in promoting peace and disscmament, bParticularly
“hrﬂ“qh participation in peace movements. Tt seemed neges=ary at the end of the

‘L ade to expand and deepen public understanding in order Ehat Eeace would also be
ff:erﬂtHGd as the abaence of conditions that produce viclenca at Ehe Family, local,
Q;Kiﬂnnl and ittecpational lewvels,

"¢i, She reviewod the progress made with respect to sub-
pployment., educatisn and health,
“wpallenges in each of these areas.

themesz of the Decade,
She draw attention to new and continuing

b 2
I

She referred to the ohstacles encountered daring the Decada which hampered the
Avancement of women, Bt the internatiocnal level, she identified these obstacles

g including threats to glokal peace and security, the escalation of the arms race,
oreign aggression and domination, raclal discrimination, and exploit

ative economic
i elations among natione. At the naticral level, the obstacles were attitudas which

received women as inferior to men, and the insufficient inderstanding and

cognition of maternity as a distinct and essentia} social function which coyld
ly be performed by women and therefore deserved full recognition and required
ﬂxcjfic support. )

Turning next to Porward-looking Strategies, cshe said that the close
terrelationship of the three goals of the Degade, aguality, development and
peace, was more evident in 1985 than it had been in 1975 or 1980,

It was one of
the main mesaages of the Decade that women's participation in, and their

b&m“ibution to, soglety must be envisaged as a composike and integral whole.
; though the Forward-looking Strategies dealt with new areas, it also addressad
ftaelf to issues similar to those treated in the Flan of Action of Mexico City,
1575, and the Programme of Action adopted in Copechagen in 1984, showing that the
furface had only been scratched and much remained to be done,

il She sai@ that the impoverishment of women was on the increase, a phencmsnon
known as the feminization of poverty. A new approach to development was
*lerializing that sought to reformulate snd broadep the goals of development in
¢rma of equity, redistributive justice, human dignity and national sovereignty.
vever, it required that women thamselves define their cwn needs, valoes,
trategies and goals and meant the exercise by women of power within and cutside
e home. The road from the feminization of poverty to the exercise aof power by
n was a long and painful ope, but the march of woman, globally and

=-ln=hand, had already begun.

In goncivding, she safd that the Conference

A the world over, but thiz hope cught to be justified through a manifestation

he political will of Governments to pravide the required policies, resources
Prodrammes that would benefit women, particularly at the

represented hope and challenge For

grass-roaots lews]l,

The representaktives of practieally all States participating in the Conference
Bpoke in the general debate considered that the Conference was a welcome

tunity for casting a critical look at what had been achieved since 18735 ro
hce the status of women and for looking forward to the Pericd up ko the
A€ 2000 in which, they hoped, the many still unfulfilled aspirations of women

‘b2 realized., In that sense, they =aid, the Conference should he regarded not
? 45 the end of an epach but alse as heralding a better Futurs for WOMman ,

-107-




74, Many delegations expressed the view that Ehe kolding of the Conference in luge
waz significant, for not only did it mark the close of the United Nations Decade
for Women, but it was also the fortieth anniversary year of the gckablishment »f
the Dnited Hatlons. Some recalled the victory owver Fascism in the Second World wa,
that had prompted the Founders of the Organization to set up 2 framework wikhin
which Btates could work together in order to achiave the purposes and give affaor
to the principles of the Charter, and emphacized the contribution of women to tha
victory. They considered that those purposes and principles, spelt dut Iin breoad
terms in the Charter, were still walid and that the objectives of the Decade
coincided with Ehem.

75. Delegations expressed satisfactlon with the fact that the Conference was heing
held in the continent of Africa, in Wairobi, and many paid a tribute ko thoze women
of Africa who, along with their pecples, had won national liberation and those
=till struggling for liberation and were now conkributing appreciably te the guest
for their countries' independent development.

76. Some representatives stated that 1985 was also the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which had played an impartankt role
in improving the situation of women.

77. Many representatives recognized the catalytic role of the initiatives taken by
the United Watilons, through its proclamation of the Intermaticonal Women's Year and
subsequently the United Nations Decade for Women, in raising the leye] of
consclousnass of the world community concerning the inegualities existing between
men and women, and the need for women's full participation and integration within
all sectors of national 1life in order to accelerate development.

78. It was widely recognized and reaffirmed that the Declaration and the World
plan of Action adopted at the World Conference of the International HWoman's Year,
held at Mexico ity in 1975, and the Programme of Action adopted at the World
Conference of the United Mations Decade for Women, held at Copenhagen in 1380,
together provided a bread policy and planning framework, as well as specific
guidelines and pricrities, for action to be Etaken at the national, regional and
internaticnal levels. Many representatives cited major achievements during the
Decads at thogse levels, A nomber of them expressed the opinlon that, together with
the decisions of the Conference, the historic Convention on the Elimination of All
Forme of Discrimimation against Women and the United Bations Declaraticn on che
Farticipation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, should
form the bagis for activitiesz furthering the advancement of women in decadas Lo
come, in particulear for achleving equality for women and respect For their rights. -

79. Several representatives were of the view that other international instrument?
and strategies ghould be taken inte account in the formulaticn of Forward-looking
Strategies, including the Internaticnal Development Btrategy for the Third United
Wations Development Decade, the Declatation and the Programme of Retion on the
Egstablizhment of a New International Econemic Order and the Charter of Econcnmit .
Rights and Duties of States. They also ceferred to the declaratlons of the Sixth
and the Beventh Conferences of Heads of State or Government of Hon=Aligred
Counkries.
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?Imwiew and appraisal of progress achleved and cbs

: tacles encountered during
’ﬂEE;-Eécade
-'"'--_—'_

= gp, All delegations stated that the major task of
i aetivities of the past 10 years in implementing the World Plan of Action and the
if&p:ogrﬂmme for the Second Half of the Dacade at the national, regional and
Ei;qhternaticnﬂl levels. In reviewing the achigvements of the Decada ip adwry
h.;ﬁtatug of women, most representatives acknowledged significant progreas towards the
i@ﬁattﬂi“ment oL the objectivee of the Decade, Many representatives stres=zed Lhe

i important role played by women in defence of peace, in national libecation

struggles, in national construction, defence and production,
|i_...a_-l;u:lin.lreul and social fields,

the Conference was Lo review the

nzing the

a5 waell as in the

3
5. Many rePresentatives recognized that a 10-year pericd was a short span
%f}{nhistﬁf? and that it would hardly have been possible in that time to effec
e profound transformation required to achieve all the objectives of the United
‘yations Becads for Women, despite notable progress made in many areas. Because of
L_{ his limited time, and owing to continued and sccentuated econcmic and political
P aipeiculties, particulariy during the second half of the Decade, the potential of
(& wiben wag in many respects still under-utilized. They considered that the human
i3Erepource represented by the female majority of the population should be mobilized
E'5nd enlisted more widely in the cause of bhe advanceient not only of women but alse
f their counkries' national economic and tocial mituation., There were no grounds
eomplacency, they maid, for at a time when whole regions cf Africa ware
féring the ravages of drought and famine and when many countries were begeb by
'_bHGMic recession, it was a grievous waste of resources to ignore the potential
oitzibution women could make to = betterment of national Life.

af time
t the

Hany delegaticns stressed that the three themes of the Decade and of the
ﬂference were closely interrelated., There ¢ould not be real and sustained
conamic and social development, they sald, except in an environment of Pease, nor
auld the aguality of the sexes become a reality in the absence of such
evelapmenk. They expressed the hope that the Conference's recommendations woold
.guch as to encourgde Governments to strengthen their resolve to work For 7
tter future for women, who were the ptincipal concern of the Conference, and
indeed for all humanpity. They appreciated that opinions might differ az ko the
blicies most likely to lead to the Fulfilment of the hopes woiced by women and men
ﬁ{rwhere for a secure sxistence under conditisns of Justice and equality, But
‘algo felt that in the course of the Decade Governments and people had gained a
Br awareness of the sitvations that needed correcting and that, partly ag a
t of the activitiass deployed under the auspices of the United Hatiens and its
lated agencies and subgsidiary bodies, attitudes had changed, traditicnal views
9radually superseded by progressive ones with respact bto the status of
EM: They considersd that a splrit of co—operation among the Particlpants in the
fétence should make it possible to work out recommendakions thak might sarye ag
ines for future action at the national, reglonal and international level for
184ing, by the year 2000, the objectives desired by the Conference.

iMany countries pointed out that the Progress bowards the advancement of womsn

319 the Decade had been variable) different countries had ach{eved Progress (o
tent raspects, depending upon the conditions and needs of society. TFor

%€, representatives of countries with cantrall

e theze countrigs had achieved full legal and de fagto eqqual ity of women and
'fﬁéified.their efforts to enhance the participation of women in policy and

h=making bodies at all levels of sxciety and in all fields of science znd

¥ planned economies reported
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tochnology . The representatives of countries with developed markeb eCOnOmLes
reported that in these countries equality of the sexes had been substantizlly . depart
achieved in legislation, and in employment, education and health, and stregsad ’ to sktr
intensified wfforts for the participation of women in sociely in agcordance with effoct
women's own needs, priorities and aspiratlons. Representatives of developing lnkedr
countries, on the other hand, noting some progress especially in legislation,
literacy, edusation and employment, reported the growing importance of the role : gk. &
played by self-reliant, grass-roots organizatlons of women, 'They alse reported region
affnreg for more effective integration of women in agricultural, industrial and promat
gsaryices programmes and projects. : progea
actfvi
84. Many representatives noted that during the Decade increasing numbars of women hss0C1L
had assumed the role of sole or prihcipal breadwinners and thak a visible growth in hasist
the number of female-headed houwseholds= had oecurred. Many developing countries fountr
poted, however, the difficulties confronted by these women in gaining access ko © 4 meric
rescurces and infrastructure, such as housing. The repregsentativea of countries region
with centrally planned economies mentloned significant pregress in their countries le Pre,
towards enabling women to combine effectively their roles as mothers with thaeir
roles as preducers amd wage-earners, Representatives of countries with developed . T
market aconomies also reported impoartant progress in their gounkries as regards the of the
social services that enabled women to carry oo a galnful occupation and at the game the In
rime to Eulfil their family responsibilities; in addition, they reported a growing
trend towards bhe sharing of child care responaikbilities between women and men. ' Wii f
pelitic
85. Tt was noted that, whereaz most significant progeess had been made towards the end Ehe
legal equality of the sexes, the Fact that such equality was not attained in » gonfl i
reality in all fields meant variable and, in some ¢ountries, disappointing lavels { the gl
of iptegration of women in different sectors and areas of social, economic and _lurder,
political development, and in the peace process. Because women's access to : '&Mmp?re
productive rescurces, to health, education and employment was not fully achiewved, | sparkict
and because women's inkegration ip nom-ttaditional sectors and areas had beeon a - 31nterve
relatively slow and recent process, much remained to bs done beyond the Decade.  JEeelf-de
Thiz state of affairs necessltated particular attention to appropriake strategies Some re
and mechanisme that would redress the situation. . Jiten—obs
tould &
BG. Some representatives particularly mentioned their countries' support For the imt axi
Upited Wations svatem durlng tha Dacade (e.g., Voluntary Fund for the United . _?ﬁn?lic
Hativns tDecade For Women, United Hations Childeen's rend, United Hations .'_ifntltle
Development Programme, Unlted Nakions International Research and Training Institute Q '
for the Advancement of Women, United Mations High Commissioner for Refugees and the | li=
International Labour Organization). #Many representatives, mentloning their =
sppreciation to the secrekariat for the Conference, the Branch for the Advancement .. i
of Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, called foF .. 5>

the furkther strengthening of the Branch as a focal palnt within the United . R [
Nationz. Some representatives drew attention to a cross-organizational rewlew of .
the activities of the nited Naticns system for the advancement of women by the
Feonomic and Social Council, and indicated thak Member States wers eager that the..
United Hations system should achieve effective results, Other representatives '
stated that adequate machinery must be devised to ensure that the United Natioms
system continues and strengthens its involvement with women's issues afeer the end
of the Decade. Yet other representatives emphazized the need to make maximum ﬂﬂdl
affective use of exlsting facilities within the United Mations system. B

87. A& large number of representatives stated that their counktries had estﬂbligpﬁgmu
or strengthened the governmental machinery for promoting the advancement of womell: o
These institutions wers reported to range from full-fledged ministries, to N
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jepartments, commlscions, committess and bureaux.

Measures wers alsc heing taken
Elhtﬂ strengthen those which had been established beFote the Decade and additicnal

§;§Effg:ts were reporkted bto introduce institutional measureas Ehat would facilitate the
{' |ntegration of women in all mainstream sectoral activities,

_frhm Since Ehe situation of women was considered to be muck alike within particular

' iiegignﬁ many delegates praised the numeraus regional activities undectaken Far

& comobing the advancement of the status of women. These included the women's

,?]Eog;ammes of the regional commissions of the United Natioms, and the other

. jetivities carried cut at the reqional level by such organizations as the
;}5Hmjatian of South-Ezst Aszian Hations {ASEAN), the Couneil for Mutwal Ecopomie

1" apsistance, the Hordic countpies, the Group of Non-Alianed and other Devaloping

Ikﬁﬂmntries, and the Inter-Amsrican Commission of Women of the Organization of

f}gnm“igan Etates. In this connectiost, Many counkyiss teported that conferences,

ﬁi;ggiﬂnal and International meetings and collaborative research had heen apgani ced

iff|p preparation for the Conference.

Eﬁai The dreat majority of representarives referced to obstacies ko the achievement
=af the goais and objectives of the United Wations Decade for Women encountered at
iiihe international, regional and national lavelsa. -

H%90. It was widely recognized that international obstacles included: world
_%ﬁg”jical tension and instability, the arms race especially in its nuglear aspeacts
iFnd the danger of its expansion to outer space, and military inteprventions and
gonflicts and emergency situations, suppression of natienal liberation movements,
the global economic recessgion, an unjust and unbalanced internatiocnal econamic
srder, growing extarnal debts and shrinking internaticmal trade, all of which had
apered the advancement ofF women during the Decade. Several representatives
rticularly cited global obstacles caused by imperialist aggression and
istérvention, colonialism and nec-colontalism, the denial of the right to
if-determination of peoples, racism and fascism, foreign and illegal ootupakion,
e representatives related cbstacles encountered during the Decads to the
cn-observance of human and humanitarian rights stressing that armed conflicts
gould hardly be expected to be resoclved peacefully when at Ehe same time there did
L exist a suffigient will to grant to the most helpless victime of those
thnflicts - that is, women and children -~ the basic protection ko which they were
pitikled according to humanitarian international law and as refugees.,

- Most countries cited extensive legislakive progress made within the Decade., T
majority of countries, the required legal framework for ensuring the eqguality

¥omen and men was reported to be in place, and relatively few countyiss

ioned the need For enacting or amending broad equality legislation.

titutional changes had been made, where negessary, to guarantee women full

1 and political rights. In addition, laws had been enacted in & range of -.144-

tries concerning such areas as labaur relations, in particular aqual amployment ":q:ig

Ctices, equal pay, social security and protection of women, parental leave, T

Ttime work, day care centres for the children of working parents, prepared op

~Prepared reasonably priced meals and flexible howrs of work for women with a
te facilitating the combination of paid work and family responaibilities,

VEr, these legislative provislons had not always been Fully implemented,

g In many countries equality of the sexes was reported to be not only a de jurs g
ﬁjEVEmEht. but a Fact in most spheres of life, including political life, palicy i
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and decision-making, scienge and technology, enployment, edycation and Bealth,

Many countried reported Ehe cubstantial progress attained during the TDecade but ' 8. |
noted the need for further progress towards bhe realization of such equality in boat lo
such areas &5 political participation and integraticn of women in ron-traditicnal legis.
cectors and activities. Many developing countries, on the gther hand, reparted report
khat de facto egquality was lagging behind the legislative progress of the Decade, almast
particularly with respect to women's access. to resources. ‘They suggested that partii
basie structural chapnges of socleky would be reguired in order to attain de facto reﬂ?rl
squality. 'Praditional attitudes and gender-stereotyped images, remainlng - i admind
soojological, cultaral and economic barriecs, as well as economic inequalities

hatween nations, and excessive expenditures oh armaments were mentioned as major Devels
causes of the perpetuation of a system of inequalities based on gender. 9. M
3. Obstacles to the advancement of women at the naticonal level were identified by was ?h
many representatives, who mentioned as examples the persistence of traditional L the 1w
artitudes of male superiority based on deep-seated gocio-cultural norms and the devaloy
saxual stereotyplng atill prevalent in many societies, ::;:'?:
a4, Several delegations reported on MEASUTAEL taken in their countries to ensuce their I
that married women enjoyed equality of rights with their husbande in the management . 2rd oh]
of khe family's financial affairs. They explained Ehat, whereag in the past a -8 ':;'::;m

r

married woman in those counktries had had to obtain her husband's consent or
moncurrence for the purpose of engaging in business, ohtaining credit and ) 100

concliuding certain ¢ontracts, she wonld henceforth possess full actonomons e b:z
contractral capacity on a par with her husband. | Program

, - | Gome re)
9%, The representatives of zeveral Moslem countries staked thakt it was regrettable . | gnoing
that the teachings of Islam ¢oncerning the rights and status of the woman in the . - lipes o4
family and in society were widely misunderstood. They emphasized that the xﬁﬂﬂmrity

fundamental law and scripture of Islam had proclaimed the equality of men and women
with tregard to rights and dubies many centuries before equal rights legislation had £ 100 Spe
been enacted in othet regions. They pointed out that i their countries more and R

; o [asurit
more women were cnteting prefessions apd skilled occupations and many had attalned . hcu;; :
high alective and appointive office both at the national and at the local lpvel, *'-Fiﬁtraéz

) o |these ag
96, HAmong the many positive achievements of the Decade, the adoption by the ok eredi

Ganeral Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of e

Dizerimination against Women was ment loned. At the opening of the Conference, the -
Convention had been ratified or acceded to by 76 States. Several other pomntries i
reported thelr intention to sign and ratify the Convention within a ghark time.
Many speakers urged that countries which had not already done o should ratify or ;i
socede bto Ehe Convention soon. Some representakives noted the work of the
Committee an the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and expressed
catisfaction with the Fact that the Conmittee had approved the national repotta of
thair coonkries. o

93, Many countries refercad to the valdyable contribution of non—goveramental
organizations in promoting the advancement of women, gtressing khe contributions.$
women's organizationa in compunity activities such as maternal and child care,
yocational training for the disapled and the provision of social services for th
aged. Many alsoc emphasized the need for skrengthened c¢o-operation of goverpmentd
and non-governtental organizations Lo help integrate women in all sectors of

cociety. Some speakers mentioned thar, with national machinery in place at the

of the Decade in a majority of countr ies, such co~cperation would be more effeﬂﬁ“
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ga, Many repregentatives reported an the greater polikical

.t'lﬂcﬂl and national levels as well as in decision ang policy-making levels in the
Hggislative process and other sectoral activities. In some counkries woman were

[ reported to have attained substantial political participation, accounting for
Lilmost one third of the members of the legislature. In other countries, sych
Pﬂ[ticipatiﬂﬁ was reporeed o be inZreasing bhot srill

low. The removal of
restricticns on the entry of women into high-leve] services

of natlonsl
‘ﬂministratiﬂﬂﬁ was also reported.

: bovelopment

Many delegations congidered that one of the main achlevements of the Decade

g the recognition of the essential role of women in developrent. They emphasjized
he importance thelr Governments attached to the integration of WOmEn in all
Jayplopment sectors and activities, both a5 benaficiaries and contributors apd in
4Lccordance with women's needs and aspiratisns,

They noted the significant Progress
de in the recognition both of women's actual contribution ko development and of
teir potential for contributity to the realization of national development gozls
apd objectives. With legislation and national machinacy ip place, these

governments intended ta strengthen efforts to integrate women in national policies,
plang, programmes and projects,
E

Participation of women

. feveral representatives stated that women's problems could bhe solvad only on
ba2is of overall socfo-econamic developmant of the country concerned,
rammes of women's development should be an integral part of development plans.
e representatives stated also that de facto ediality and devalopment of women
guld be based on steady growth of productive forces, the absence of unemployment,
ree educatisn, vocarianal training at all levels, and Fres health care ang soniaj
Buriky.

‘Bpecial reference was made to women's role i

B food produetion ang food
cur ity in developing countries, Other &

peakers referred to women'sg growing
gne-generating activities In both the public and Private sectors, parkicularly
rade, services and industry, and to the effores mzde Dy
#8e activities with the provision of =

their States to support o
training and expansion C
arch and development of

pecialized adeguate
tedit opportunities for women entreprencurs and the rege
Mopriate kechnologies,

'ihe delegations of several major donor countries stated that one of
levemente of the Decade was the increase in

muitilateral and bilatepa) financial I.:-}i b
technical support to programmes and projects for the advancement of women in !
oping ccuntries. In particular, repregentatives placed empha=is on theip
ries’ gfforts to contribure towards a solution of

: the current social ang
mic crisis, particularly the food crisis in Africa by which women were
dally affected.

the major

A number of representatives mentioned ag mattersg needing attention ip a numbe
Uittr{es the disparity of earnings as between men apd women, Jjob seqregation,
‘Minance of women in the trade and servicsms seckors an

d {n other
“remunerated occupations, and the double burden borne by wollen workers whe hag
¥ responsibilities,

E?n? delegations referred to the challenges and prospects opened
UPMents in the field of scien

up by rapid
2e and technolsay, Others stated, however, that
devalopmants had not always benafited women and in Some cases had evap
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worsensd their situation by curtailing women's traditional economic activities apg . [or P

ecurces of income. Under-ptilization of 2 country's human rescurces continued ko gover
bz a sericee obstacie to development. Many representatives stated that vocational T orole
training programmes should be introduced for women to enable them to become mare peace
qualified for more effective participation in the diffecent sectors of the economy, - j campa
mther thap the traditional types of wark, and in the unze of new and appropriate O=Op
technology. In additicon, it was stressed that formal employment opportunities for serion
womer were inadequate. Moreover, women's choice of cecupational and educational | empha
£i=lds was still influenced in many Countries by trzditions and cestoms. effar!
. park ic
145. Many delegatlons of developing countries referred to the effects of the recept the tb
world—wide econcmic recession on women in thass scountriss. In addition ko havipg peclar
to overcome protectionist barriers that restricted their exports bo foreign Co—OprE
markets, these countries had to bear an almost intolerable burden of external dept, | stand
the interest rates of which had increaped, and were suffering from severe domestic addfei
inflakion. As 2 conseguencs, Governmants had had to introduce stringent austarity ' disaem
measyres, including wage conkrols, which meant that houzeholds were caught between effort
rizing prices for consumer goods and declining earnings in real terms, The brunt - develo
of this situation was borne by women who had to streteh the family budget to the : nexs L
ukmost. Many speakers attributed the imbalance @f the world economy to the !
existing economic order and called for the early establishment of & new 1il. A
international sgonomic order. c rights=
' . Buman §
106, Some delegations suggested that the Conference’s final proceedings should deal . Tancial
expressly with the way in which the international economic and social grisis, the decisic
effects of which hurt chiefly the develcoping coumtries, wag affectlng the situation . just an
of women. They suggested that the prablems of the fareign debk, the imbalance of
international trade and the decline in development fipance should be stressed as - 7 U In
obckacles that were hampering more seriously than in the past the achievement by |- pease w
womenn of the objectives of equality, development and peace and of the sub-themes: { tension
employment, esducation and health. coo 4wordd,
. §-delegat
107. Many representatives stated that the increased participation of women in < ] UMBreCe
decislon-making had contributed significantly to the achievements of the goals of sthat the
the Decade; Eguality, Development and Peace and of its sub-themeg:; employment, “truly g
heaith and education. Greater participation by women in decision-making was . B me
promoted by the incorporation of specific women's components in natlenal T
development plans, including the Formulation of specific programmes of action for 'lfi
women, and by the establishment of women's national machineriee. U
108. A number of delegationsg said that the lack of an adequate data base and
indicators for the measurement of women's economic coptribution to the gross
naticnal product parpetuated their lack of "visibility" and exclusien from the
management of naticnal resources and technology.

Feads

109, Many delegations reaffirmed the ¢lose interyelationship of peace with Lhe
other two objectives of the Decade. Many delegations stated that peace was an o
essentisl prerequisite for true equality and sustained development. Several mot
that peace had relevance to the sub-themes ¢f the Dacade - educakion, amployment’.
and health.

110, & large number of delegates stated that women all over the world accEPted'h i
peaze as an objective necessity and jnoreasingly playved a key rola in the ggatth o™
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for peace, Security and secial justice as individuals and as members of
governmental and non-gavernmental crganizations.
role of women in preparing socleties for 1jfe in peace.
peace efforts ramged from participation in PeaAZe Rovemen
campaigns, opposition to military conflict as well as to debates on security and
po-operation. Hoting that war and bthe threat of war constituted a particularly
gerious danger for the daily life of women and children, many delegaticns
 emphasized the importapce of further enhancing the {ntegration of women in peace
efforts at both national and internaticnal levels, Some delegatiophs, in
parkicular, gtressed the enprecedented dangers of
the threat of nuclear war, and called for the i
peclaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peape and
go-operation. These delegations pointed ont that the more women took an active
‘stand £or peace, the better chance there would be to att
‘1 adition, many delegations stressed that the curhing of the arms race and

" disarmament could help release much needed resources for productive development
‘ﬁfcrts which would alse benefit women. Other delegations emphasized the need to

-gevelop a climate of mutual trust which would allow balanced and verifiable
1 wasures of disarmament to be taken.

Women's involvement in
ks to disatrmamepnk

ain lasting peace, In

;?in, A few delegaticns stressed in that cennection that respect for those hueman

r]irights and fundamental freedoms which were lizted in the Universal Declaration of
iiﬁmmminights was not only easential for a

‘Eaoclal status of women,

?ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂndmaking process,
fjust and lasting peace,

but also a most important factar in any damogratio
thereby congtituting the most imporrant requisite

for &

L.

@112 In the opinion of certaln delegations, one of the main obstaclez ta achieving
-Eﬁce was the course of imperialist forces leading to heightened international
Glennions resulting from the increase of hotheds of tension in various parts of the

0r1d, which pushed humanity towards a dangerous limit., According to these
dlegations, the arms rage - including

ihprecedented Bcope on earth and risked spreading to cuter space. They also felt

At the implementatinn of the “Star Wars” pProgramme would boost the threak of a

Qly alebal and all—destroying nilitary conflict and would result in a new and
#ill more dangerous round of the armes race,

1 Many

delegations stated that women had alwaye zuffered particularly from

[Eoubles inflicted by war and preparations for war. In their view, women had to

MRIE the heavy burden of the runaway arms race, which devoured colossal resoupces

! could be used in the interest of humanity's peaceful development. They Felt

it these rescurces could be the econonic basis for salving many problems

#tial to the position of women and their families, including such problems as
imination of poverty and hunger, and combating dlsease and illiteracy.

: Other delegationsz, howev
i in all countries kept
Btors and as members of

er, stated that, although an increasing nomber of
the ideals of peace and disarmament alive, as mothers,
Peace movements, women had been largely unable in some
ies o make any signif

icant direct input into the peace process, heing
ed from the decigion-making processes at both the naticnal and international

The continued racist policy of apartheid in Scuth Africa and in ocoupied
%ﬂ:was identified as a major obstacle to peace and the advancement of the
* of wemen in that country. In this connection, several representatives
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expressed support Eor the struggle of the african liberation movements [ARC, pac
and SWAPO) which, as vanguards of the South african and Hamibian peoples, wera
resolutely Fighting against racial oppression and for natlemal liberation. Thay
called for an end bto the illegal ccocupation of Wamlbia, for the implementaticn of
relevant United Naticons resolutions, parkicularly Security Council resolution

435 {1978), and for an end to apartheid, and called on the international communiey
to apply sanctiong against South Africe.

1i¢. Several delegations referred ko the sufferinge and maltreatment of the
Palestinian womenr in the occupled Arab tervitories, of the Syrian women in the
ocoupied Syrian Golan and of the Lebanese women in southern Lebanon. It was
pointed out that women ¢ould not develop or participate effectively in society
under foreign occupation and subjugation, specially while witneszing every day the
arrest, the disappearance and dispersal of husbands, brothers and sons.  Many
representatives expressad support for the just struggle of the Palestinian peopla
For their inalfenable right to zel f-determination and to return to theic homes apd
property without external interference, and to the establishment of their
independent State in accordance with the principles of the United Matilons Charter
and ali relevant United Hations resolutions.

117. Some delegations pointed out that the Iran-Trag war also hindered the Progress
apd development of women in the area. They exprezged congern about the hardships
suffered by the somen affected by the conflict. Some called for an and to the
conflict and for the lmplementation cf the recolutions of the Security Coencil
soncerning the conflict,

118. Several representatives drew atbtenktion to the situatlon of women in Central
mnarica, especially whers there was what they termed imperialist interventlon in
the internal afFalrs of countries in this subregion, and to the hardships imposed
on women by the undeclared war in Micaragua. The aefforts of the Contadora Groop W
promote peace and develogment in the subregion of Central Amevica were commended by

a number of spmakers.

11¢. Several represenktatives drew attention to the sufferings of women in some
parts of azia due to aggression and foreign occupation, and to the vast problem of
refugees created theceby., In their opinion, thic constituted a seciocuz obatacle o
the advancement of the women in the region and te peace and gegurity in the area.
The came tepresentatives said that a polivical selution on the basis of wikhdrawal
of foreign troops was necessary for the problems concerned.

sub—Fhemes of the Decade

Fducation

120. With tespect to the sub-themes af the Decade, employmant, health and
education, many representatives reported impartant advances achieved in sach of
these arsas in their countries. These included egual acCess to edpcation at all -

levels, egual enployment opportunities, and specific health provisions for wotherds

akildren and families as a priority. 1In this connection, developad countries

reported significant progress tawards equal educational appartunities for Hﬂmﬂﬂﬁnd

men, and in particular in the sotentific and technalogical fields. Inm developind -

countries, substantial progress was also reported, particularly at the elemantﬁff'
level and in literacy education. It was pointed out, Bowever, that while the °
iliiteracy tate varled greatly from country to countty and improvementg were RO
it was still a fact that in the world and particularly in developing countr ies,-

=-11&-

tﬂdll .

fe
re
re

12.
=0l
adi
enl
far

pzd
med
tru
TeE;
The:
edu
bhoy:
remi
tar
Wit ]
COME

123,
IeCe
trad
Exce
Prah
repr.
ﬂl"lﬁ 1
all .
cons:
notes
Bpeah
Earce

124.
£COn0o
fndug

- NOmap
- Wome n

-Chall,
Temal

3125, i

forge,

R

L2, 2
L-'\'_'_E'r'l’." a




e

A0 female illiteracy rate was far higher than that of males. Many reprosantatives
: referred ko the illikeracy rate among women in developing countries, and others
wy referred to inadequate functional literscy in certain developed countries.
1 of .,
- 121, Slow but positive movement was reported at other levels of educaticn, with
anity |} oeomen increasingly parkicipating in non-traditional vocational training and in
. adult educarion, Delegates reported on their countries' esfforts to increase female
enrolment ratios, to reduce drop-out rates among girls and to diversify curricula
for women, and to provide opportunities and tralning Eor maktuze women.
3
Employmant
¥
y the .-

122, It wae stressed by numerous speakers that, despite legislative and other

- spasured intended to ensure equality of the saxes in all reapecks, it was skill
ople < | pye in many countries that as regards wages, appointiment to pasts of

& and . | agponmibility and education, women were still at a disadvantage compared to men.
| They pointed out that 5o long as the attendance of girls and young women at
TEer - | aducational establishments and bheir gulbject orienteticn differed from thoss of
" toys and youngq men, the employment opportunities for the Femals labouy force would
. b.remain less favourable than those for men; in addition, women's chances of rising
OYIRES.. |

.|. to managerial or senior posts would continue to be limited and women's earnings
hips -

; yould be lower than those of their male colleagues, even if they were doing

e ' ~compatable work,

7" |- 123. mttention was drawn by many speakers to the increases which had occurred in
+ fecent years in the share of Ehe labour force accounted for by womer, not merely in
3£ﬁditianally Femlinine occupations but in a wide ranne of sconomic activities.
F.hoeptions noted were certzin arduons cocupakions or night work, sometimes
“arohibited for women or incompatible with the conventions of ILO. BSeveral
raptesentatives sktated that in thelr countries full employment had been achieved
nd equal opportunity policies had created situations in which women were found at
i1l levels, including managerial and administrative posts,; and in Fields formerly
ngiderad nom-traditional for women, Wadge differences between men and WOTLETy W e
Toted by many countries, thoogh the differences appeared to be gshrinking., Other

# dxfreakers stated that the principle of equal Pay for egual work was now Fully in
wrle Calpioree in thelr countries.

f. A number of fpeakers indicated that the greatar participation
Fonomlc activities wag attributable to the expansion of so—called
ﬁuahries, mainly but not exclueively in the developed counkries. The demand for

0 workerg wae seen both as an opportunity and a challenge: an cpportunity for
PN workers to strengthen their position in the Eamily and in society, =nd a

lenge to educational and training institutions to ensure the supply of skiiled
la Jahour.

af women in
sErvice

At evidence of the progressive emancipation of women as members of the labewit

€+ Several speakers <¢ited the increasing nrumbers of women encclliing as membars
tade unions and taking an active part in unlon affairs.

A nusber of representatives pointed out that, while it was true that women
' ARtering the labour forge in increasing numbers, it was egually triue that
N aceounted for a larger share than men among e upemploved. ‘The reason was

Although women were increasingly entering new fields of employment often based
%% technolegy, they etill tended in their countries to hae omployed in

itionally feminine trades that were particularly vulnerable to the vagaries of
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the economic environment. They added that in many sectors of industry, including
in particular the service industries, women were recruited as tempOrary or
part-time workers and enjoyed 1iktle or no segurity of tenure,

127, A numbet of representcatives skated that in their countries motherhood was
recognized as an impertant soeial fupction., The State and socciety regarded the
care of mothers, children and families ad one of their priority tasks. BSpecial

facilitias and benefits ware made available in many countries for working mothers, othe
as was e¥plained by the representatives of these counkries., The benefits included
pregnancy leave, leave of ah=ence From work — in some cases for both father and 133,
mather — aftar a Child was born, cash allowances For mothers of infants and other pont:
Forms of assistance. The facilities included child care centres, creches, norsegy THE
pehosls LoEten located in the immedlate wiginity of the place of workd', and rest - help
rooms for nursing methers, Several representatives referred to the gensrous agcut
periods of maternity leave granted in their countries to working mothers and to 1 all €
their right, guaranteed by law, £O reinztatement in their jobs after the expiry of and @
thiz leave. g Le
inter
128, Baveral delegations reported on legislative and administrative measures work
adopted in their countries in order Eo reform the system of taxation inm such a way infor
that women would, in effect, receive tax treatment on an equal footing with men if BoONE
aituations where this had not been the case in the past. The object of such and 1
measures was to ensure that women's bax position would not be prejudiced by - natio
marriage and to provide an incentive to women with Eamily responsibilities to carry |
on a gainful occupation if they 50 wished. In many cases, they said the fiscal . 134.
provieicns were supplemented by allowances oOr benefits that were designed to enable ¢ AWare
working women with Lamlly respensibilities to defray their additional expenses. 1 devel
devel
Health 1 self-
—_— c | serwas
129, Significant progress was reported by many delegations in the improvement of .. matio
the health status of women and in kthe provision of health care, services and - & defin
facilities. 1In particular, the insreased 1ife expectancy of women in many ﬁjmmm
countries and reduction in infant, ehild and maternal mortality were mentioned as ARSI
jnporkant achievements of the Decade. . [ these
rabout
vas §

130. It was pointed out by many delegates that an essential pre-conditiom for the
advancement of womet was their capability to control their reproductive functlon: | Hemen
The expansion of family planning farilities and the acceptance of Family plasning =k
practices, enabling women ko contral their fertility and to spage children in .7
accordance with their personal and family circumstances, were considered by many -
delegates as some of the main achievenents of Ehe Decade. HOWeVer, other speaker®. "o
reported that the control of fertilikty was made difficult by the revival of o }ﬁ%-
cnjtoral walueg, norms and attitudes which regarded the number of children a5 proot }fﬁ
af the man's virlility and as a sSOurce of Ffinancial support in later yeats far thelt ‘[l
parents. . ;

131. Many cpeakers noted that the world-wide emphasis on primary health cats had "% 5
placed new emphasis on the nealth of women, who a5 the most crucial providers OF .. g
health care ko childeen and families, must themselves be healthy ko Fulfil that .54 -
role adequately. Women's roles as community health workers and traditional bith
attendants were particularly netad, as was women's increaszing participation in-
ather health professions. :




(92 Health conditions were ceported ko be still lnadeguate in many parts of the
iarld' especially for women in rural areas. Women were more likely to be
*'1nauri5hﬁd than men and had generally less ageess to medical facilities. In
-Jgﬁitiﬂﬁr birth rates were particularcly high ameng tllitecate and unemployed women,
hich indicated a clear interrelationship between improvements in edecation, health

ad employment and the rele and =tatus of women,
|

‘133, With regard to fnformation and knowledge about women's rale in and
¢ nptribution to socieby. significant progress was reported by many delegates.
enrough the gathering of gender-specific information, countcy surveys, and with the
itayp of research institutionz and by other mesans, greater Knowledge had been
iseumulated durlng the Decade about women's role in society, their contribution te
=411 economic aotivities and, in.partlcular, to agricultural production, to industry
31ﬂ services in the Formal and informal sectors, to the housebold and thus to
Loaciety as a whole. While much still remained to be done, national and
fﬁﬁte:ﬂﬂtiﬂnal statistical agengles had gone a long way towards measuring women's
Lok in the sectors where estimates had often been deficient, particularly the
nformal sector and agriculturs. In additicn, the body of knowledge of women's
sonomic roles and of the cultural attitudes that affected gender ralez in society
in the family had grown rapldly during the Decade, thanks to the efforts of

-@ltianal research lnstitutes amd international crganizations,

é¢‘ Many representatives stated that the Decade had contributed to raising public
areness of the difficulties encountered by women on their path to integration in
srelopment, and they emphasized their assential contribution to national economic
evalopment. The Decade had also contributed to a greater sense of awateness and
lf-confidence among womeh as individuals and as a group. 1t had, in essence,
iwved the important task of preparing the ground work for the implementation of
nationzl programmes for the advancement of women. A numbar of speakers mentioned a
sfinite change of attitude on the part of men towards the role of women in the
ﬁhe and at work. More and more men, particularly in developed countries, were
apsuming a share of howgehold tasks and of the care of childfen. To some extent,
thees speakers sald, this new attitude was attributed to the spread of knowledge
hout women's essential role in society, inm the economy and in the family, which

gaaitself a consequence of the publicity given during the Decade to the tole of
pEen in goclety.

35. At the regiomal lewel, envivonmental disasters and, in partisular drought and
¢ consequant famine in the African tegion were mentioned as obstacles which
bericusly hindered the achievement of the Decade's goals and objectives,

3%, Many countries also nobed the difficulties introduced by continued high levals

population growth as an obstacle to the advancement of the status of women. The
neequent economic and social pressures on urban areas as a result of population
gtowth and urbanization was also mentioned by many countries. Many reprecentatives

rezsed the importance of implemanting the Mexico City World Population plan of
Ghion 1984.

fv Many representatives drew attention to the prohlems of violence against women,
ual harascment, prostitution, violense in the family, abuced and battered
Men. It was noted that violence 1n the home, whether based on traditional
ftems or spoussl abuse, was all too prevalent in many countries. Famlly privacy,
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quilt feelings or embarrassment nad aften govered up this widespread phencmencn,

Some representatives pointed out that domestic violence had to be recognized as a ELs
ecriminal act againet women and treated with appropriate legal measuren, which coutq
be complemented by sffective soclal and support services to the victims, 142
Co-
138, Many representatives identilied refugee women and children as subjects of Brm
particelar concern. They polnted out that not only their numbers were growing wam
steadily, but equally importantly, they suffered daily from deprivation, int
dlsorientation and anomis, Among the raot causes listed by several dovernment , fin
representatives of this acote problem were famine. drought and other environmental did
problens, exbtreme poverty and, especlally, armed conflicts, foreign aggressicn ang L
ocoupation ané logg af human freedoms. Refuges women and children were mOsL hea
vulnerable. They suffered more than men from the consequences of lawlessvess and Ham;
dissolution of the social fabric. Life in refodee camps alsc often placed the rec
responsibility for the care and education of children entirely om their mothers. ”EE'
mnE
139, Several delegations addressed the problems expetienced by migrant women and. non:
in particular, those of the migrant women workers. Other delegations reported that qual
new legislation had been enacted in thelr countries during the Decade to improve ’ orge
the living amd working conditions of migrant women. They reported in addition khae thal
migrant women and, in particular, migrant women workers had been able to galn 18
greater eguality within the host societies during the Dacade. ::az
incre

140. Some representatives referred to the situation of indigencus minorities in
viaw of thelr laow levels of living. The women of indigenous minocities had an nand
important role in traditional societies as custodians of their culture, language,

" laws and lands. They were also often the mainstay of community-level organizations for
i apd in this way, women members of indlgenous minorities increased thereby their 144
if participation in decision-making in souiety as a whole. Some representatives -Paci
reported on the eatablishment of task forces to inveetigate the npeeds of inﬂigen-::ﬁl:'a deve
i women and advise on appropriate policies and programmes. | ke
i 141. Many participants urged that special attention should be givan to measures and ::5“
1y projects for alleviating the hardships of rural women in developing countries. ) ) Pﬂlzl
: Thege women, pacticularly in least developed countries of Africa and Asia, laboured rags
from before dawn till aftecr dusk in working the land, fetching water, often from N?Iﬂ';
distant sites, gathering and carrylng wood, preparing the meals for their Families ,_-ugm'.
taking produce to market - a seamingly endiess round of toil. The cpeakers and |
; concidered that the national anthorities and donors of aid should make concerted | had "
v affarks - in so far as they were not already doing so - to devise rural development * fro.,
projects that would take the zituation of these women into agcount. Several RO I TS
representatives cited examples of =chemes designed to achieve this PUrpOse, apd th | gs.
T reprecentatives of some donor countries described results achleved by their aid -)"'{{I'kir.
agencies in this respect, o which voluntary agencies had in some cases made o -.;__f_r_:'.r k
valuable contributions.
S L

142, Several delegates were of the opinion that elderly women were in need of f  ERL Ty
v particular support and assistance, especially iy wiew of the rapid Increase in WA
axpectancy for both men and women in developed and daveloping countries and of tH
higher survival raktes of women in higher age brackets. The wWomen whose husbandd.. Ckshenrg
had died or retired often faced serious economic difficulties and had to ve aided . Hlag;
financially. However, even when they were economically gelf-guEficient, elderliuf’
women often confronted the danger of isolation and loneliness. w
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-EEEEEEEFtE by representatives of organizations in the Wnited Wations sysktem

jﬁ' The Assistant Secretary-Genaral of the Unfited Hetions Department of Tashnical
" mp-operation for Development eBtated that the Department, as the main operational
arm of the United Mations Secretariat, provided enormous potential for invelving
-ﬁmmn in development activities, in such fields ag natural YescUroes, energy.
"inteqratEﬁ rural development, development planning, public adminiskration and
 £nance . statistics, populatien and social developmant. The Department genecally
3id mot encourage special women's projects per se) instead, components related to
yosen were added ko its projects. Its approach had been "Eeep it simple". with
avy emphasis on the training of women. This approach had proved te be fruitful.
fyany examples were cited. More impressively, three of the eight projects which had
peived speclal mention at the Comfarence wers being executed or assisted by the
pepartment. As regards the futwure, she said thak the Cepartment wonld continue iks

tegrated approach and work closely with other internaticmnal agencies as well as
pen-governmental organizations. However, she cautioned that, unless the nunbers of
Gualified women holding higher positions in Governments and intermatlonal
m@anizatiuns increased greatly, there could be no real Progress.  She mentionsd
that the Department had increased itz percentage of women profsssionelz From
18 per cent in 1979 to 28 per cent in 1983 and ckill maintained the proportion at
35 per cent in 1985, exceeding the general average for United Mations

jpadquarters. However, despite many efforts the Department still eould not

ncreaze the proportion of women ameng i