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their armed forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take 
a direct part in hostilities.

Article 2
States Parties shall ensure that persons who have not attained the age of 
18 years are not compulsorily recruited into their armed forces.

Article 4
1. Armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State should 
not, under any circumstances, recruit or use in hostilities persons under 
the age of 18 years.
2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to prevent such recruit
ment and use, including the adoption of legal measures necessary to 
prohibit and criminalize such practices.
3. The application of the present article shall not affect the legal status 
of any party to an armed conflict.

D) United Nations Human Rights Declarations and Resolutions

Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace 
(1978) (excerpts)
(A/RES/33/73) 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling that in the Charter the peoples of the United Nations pro
claimed their determination to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war and that one of the fundamental purposes of the United 
Nations is to maintain international peace and security, 
Reaffirming that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 95 
(I) of 11 December 1946, planning, preparation, initiation or waging of 
a war of aggression are crimes against peace and that, pursuant to 
the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations, of 24 October 1970, and the Definition of 
Aggression of 14 December 1974, a war of aggression constitutes a crime 
against the peace, 
Reaffirming the right of individuals, States and all mankind to life in peace, 
Aware that, since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of 
men that the defences of peace must be constructed, 
Recognizing that peace among nations is mankind’s paramount value, 
held in the highest esteem by all principal political, social and religious 
movements, 
Guided by the lofty goal of preparing societies for and creating conditions 
of their common existence and co-operation in peace, equality, mutual 
confidence and understanding, 
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Recognizing the essential role of Governments, as well as governmental 
and non-governmental organizations, both national and international, 
the mass media, educational processes and teaching methods, in 
promoting the ideals of peace and understanding among nations, 
Convinced that, in the era of modern scientific and technological 
progress, mankind’s resources, energy and creative talents should be 
directed to the peaceful economic, social and cultural development of all 
countries, should promote the implementation of the new international 
economic order and should serve the raising of the living standards of 
all nations, 
Stressing with utmost concern that the arms race, in particular in the 
nuclear field, and the development of new types and systems of weapons, 
based on modern scientific principles and achievements, threaten world 
peace, [...]

Solemnly invites all States to guide themselves in their activities by the 
recognition of the supreme importance and necessity of establishing, 
maintaining and strengthening a just and durable peace for present and 
future generations and, in particular, to observe the following principles: 
1. Every nation and every human being, regardless of race, conscience, 
language or sex, has the inherent right to life in peace. Respect for that 
right, as well as for the other human rights, is in the common interest 
of all mankind and an indispensable condition of advancement of all 
nations, large and small, in all fields. 
2. A war of aggression, its planning, preparation or initiation are crimes 
against peace and are prohibited by international law. 
3. In accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations, 
States have the duty to refrain from propaganda for wars of aggression. 
4. Every State, acting in the spirit of friendship and good-neighbourly 
relations, has the duty to promote all-round, mutually advantageous 
and equitable political, economic, social and cultural co-operation with 
other States, notwithstanding their socio-economic systems, with a 
view to securing their common existence and co-operation in peace, in 
conditions of mutual understanding of and respect for the identity and 
diversity of all peoples, and the duty to take up actions conducive to the 
furtherance of the ideals of peace, humanism and freedom. 
5. Every State has the duty to respect the right of all peoples to self-
determination, independence, equality, sovereignty, the territorial integ
rity of States and the inviolability of their frontiers, including the right 
to determine the road of their development, without interference or 
intervention in their internal affairs. 
6. A basic instrument of the maintenance of peace is the elimination of 
the threat inherent in the arms race, as well as efforts towards general and 
complete disarmament, under effective international control, including 
partial measures with that end in view, in accordance with the principles 
agreed upon within the United Nations and relevant international 
agreements. Every State has the duty to discourage all manifestations 
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and practices of colonialism, as well as racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid, as contrary to the right of peoples to self-determination and 
to other human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
7. Every State has the duty to discourage advocacy of hatred and preju
dice against other peoples as contrary to the principles of peaceful 
coexistence and friendly co-operation.

Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace (1984) 
(A/RES/39/11)

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming that the principal aim of the United Nations is the mainten
ance of international peace and security, 
Bearing in mind the fundamental principles of international law set forth 
in the Charter of the United Nations,
Expressing the will and the aspirations of all peoples to eradicate war 
from the life of mankind and, above all, to avert a world-wide nuclear 
catastrophe,
Convinced that life without war serves as the primary international 
prerequisite for the material well-being, development and progress of 
countries, and for the full implementation of the rights and fundamental 
human freedoms proclaimed by the United Nations,
Aware that in the nuclear age the establishment of a lasting peace on 
Earth represents the primary condition for the preservation of human 
civilization and the survival of mankind,
Recognizing that the maintenance of a peaceful life for peoples is the 
sacred duty of each State,

1. Solemnly proclaims that the peoples of our planet have a sacred right 
to peace;
2. Solemnly declares that the preservation of the right of peoples to 
peace and the promotion of its implementation constitute a fundamental 
obligation of each State;
3. Emphasizes that ensuring the exercise of the right of peoples to peace 
demands that the policies of States be directed towards the elimination of 
the threat of war, particularly nuclear war, the renunciation of the use of 
force in international relations and the settlement of international disputes 
by peaceful means on the basis of the Charter of the United Nations;
4. Appeals to all States and international organizations to do their ut
most to assist in implementing the right of peoples to peace through 
the adoption of appropriate measures at both the national and the 
international level.
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Declaration on the Right to Development (1986) (excerpts)
(A/RES/41/128)

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations relating to the achievement of international co-operation 
in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or 
humanitarian nature, and in promoting and encouraging respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to 
race, sex, language or religion,
Recognizing that development is a comprehensive economic, social, 
cultural and political process, which aims at the constant improvement 
of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals on the 
basis of their active, free and meaningful participation in development 
and in the fair distribution of benefits resulting therefrom,
Considering that under the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the 
rights and freedoms set forth in that Declaration can be fully realized,
Recalling the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,
Recalling further the relevant agreements, conventions, resolutions, 
recommendations and other instruments of the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies concerning the integral development of the human 
being, economic and social progress and development of all peoples, 
including those instruments concerning decolonization, the prevention 
of discrimination, respect for and observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, the maintenance of international peace and 
security and the further promotion of friendly relations and co-operation 
among States in accordance with the Charter, 
Recalling the right of peoples to self-determination, by virtue of which 
they have the right freely to determine their political status and to pursue 
their economic, social and cultural development,
Recalling also the right of peoples to exercise, subject to the relevant 
provisions of both International Covenants on Human Rights, full and 
complete sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources,
Mindful of the obligation of States under the Charter to promote uni
versal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction of any kind such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status,
Considering that the elimination of the massive and flagrant violations 
of the human rights of the peoples and individuals affected by situations 
such as those resulting from colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, 
all forms of racism and racial discrimination, foreign domination and 
occupation, aggression and threats against national sovereignty, national 
unity and territorial integrity and threats of war would contribute to the 
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establishment of circumstances propitious to the development of a great 
part of mankind,
Concerned at the existence of serious obstacles to development, as 
well as to the complete fulfilment of human beings and of peoples, 
constituted, inter alia, by the denial of civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights, and considering that all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and that, in 
order to promote development, equal attention and urgent consideration 
should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of 
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and that, accordingly, 
the promotion of, respect for and enjoyment of certain human rights and 
fundamental freedoms cannot justify the denial of other human rights 
and fundamental freedoms,
Considering that international peace and security are essential elements 
for the realization of the right to development,
Reaffirming that there is a close relationship between disarmament 
and development and that progress in the field of disarmament would 
considerably promote progress in the field of development and that 
resources released through disarmament measures should be devoted to 
the economic and social development and well-being of all peoples and, 
in particular, those of the developing countries,
Recognizing that the human person is the central subject of the develop
ment process and that development policy should therefore make the 
human being the main participant and beneficiary of development,
Recognizing that the creation of conditions favourable to the develop
ment of peoples and individuals is the primary responsibility of their 
States,
Aware that efforts at the international level to promote and protect 
human rights should be accompanied by efforts to establish a new 
international economic order,
Confirming that the right to development is an inalienable human right 
and that equality of opportunity for development is a prerogative both 
of nations and of individuals who make up nations,
Proclaims the following Declaration on the Right to Development [...]

Article 7
All States should promote the establishment, maintenance and 
strengthening of international peace and security and, to that end, should 
do their utmost to achieve general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, as well as to ensure that the resources 
released by effective disarmament measures are used for comprehensive 
development, in particular that of the developing countries.
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Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007) 
(excerpts) 
(A/RES/61/295)

Article 7
1. Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical and mental 
integrity, liberty and security of person.
2. Indigenous peoples have the collective right to live in freedom, peace 
and security as distinct peoples and shall not be subjected to any act 
of genocide or any other act of violence, including forcibly removing 
children of the group to another group.

General Assembly Resolution «Promotion of Peace as a Vital 
Requirement for the Full Enjoyment of All Human Rights by All» 
(2003) 
(A/RES/58/192)

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 57/216 of 18 December 2002,
Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolution 2003/61 of 24 
April 2003, entitled «Promotion of peace as a vital requirement for the 
full enjoyment of all human rights by all»,
Recalling further its resolution 39/11 of 12 November 1984, entitled 
«Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace», and the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration,
Bearing in mind the fundamental principles of international law set forth 
in the Charter of the United Nations,
Underlining, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United 
Nations, its full and active support for the United Nations and for the 
enhancement of its role and effectiveness in strengthening international 
peace, security and justice and in promoting the solution of international 
problems, as well as the development of friendly relations and cooperation 
among States,
Reaffirming the obligation of all States to settle their international dis
putes by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and 
security and justice are not endangered,
Emphasizing its objective of promoting better relations among all States 
and contributing to setting up conditions in which their people can live 
in true and lasting peace, free from any threat to or attempt against their 
security,
Reaffirming the obligation of all States to refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent 
with the purposes of the United Nations,
Reaffirming also its commitment to peace, security and justice and the 
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continuing development of friendly relations and cooperation among 
States,
Rejecting the use of violence in pursuit of political aims, and stressing 
that only peaceful political solutions can ensure a stable and democratic 
future for all people around the world,
Reaffirming the importance of ensuring respect for the principles of the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of States 
and non-intervention in matters that are essentially within the domestic 
jurisdiction of any State, in accordance with the Charter and international 
law,
Reaffirming also that all peoples have the right to self-determination, 
by virtue of which they freely determine their political status and freely 
pursue their economic, social and cultural development,
Reaffirming further the Declaration on Principles of International 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
Underlining that the subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domin
ation and exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental rights, is 
contrary to the Charter and is an impediment to the promotion of world 
peace and cooperation,
Recalling that everyone is entitled to a social and international order in 
which the rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights can be fully realized,
Convinced of the aim of creating conditions of stability and well-being, 
which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations 
based on respect for the principles of equal rights and self-determination 
of peoples,
Convinced also that life without war is the primary international pre
requisite for the material well-being, development and progress of 
countries and for the full implementation of the rights and fundamental 
human freedoms proclaimed by the United Nations,

1. Stresses that peace is a vital requirement for the promotion and pro
tection of all human rights for all;
2. Solemnly declares that the preservation and promotion of peace 
constitute a fundamental obligation of each State;
3. Emphasizes that the preservation and promotion of peace demand 
that the policies of States be directed towards the elimination of the 
threat of war, particularly nuclear war, the renunciation of the use or 
threat of use of force in international relations and the settlement of 
international disputes by peaceful means on the basis of the Charter of 
the United Nations;
4. Affirms that all States should promote the establishment, maintenance 
and strengthening of international peace and security and an international 
system based on respect for the principles enshrined in the Charter and 
the promotion of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including 
the right to development and the right of peoples to self-determination;
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5. Urges all States to respect and to put into practice the purposes and 
principles of the Charter in their relations with other States, irrespective 
of their political, economic or social system and of their size, geographical 
location or level of economic development;
6. Decides to continue consideration of the question of the promotion 
of the right of peoples to peace at its sixtieth session under the item 
entitled «Human rights questions».

Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly 
on the Rule of Law at the National and International Levels 
(2012) (excerpts) 
(A/RES/67/1)

3. We are determined to establish a just and lasting peace all over the 
world, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations. We rededicate ourselves to support all efforts to 
uphold the sovereign equality of all States, to respect their territorial 
integrity and political independence, to refrain in our international 
relations from the threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent with 
the purposes and principles of the United Nations, and to uphold the 
resolution of disputes by peaceful means and in conformity with the 
principles of justice and international law, the right to self-determination 
of peoples which remain under colonial domination and foreign occu
pation, non-interference in the internal affairs of States, respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for the equal rights of 
all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, international 
cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, 
cultural or humanitarian character, and the fulfilment in good faith of 
the obligations assumed in accordance with the Charter.

4. We reaffirm the duty of all States to settle their international disputes 
by peaceful means, inter alia through negotiation, enquiry, good offices, 
mediation, conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement, or other 
peaceful means of their own choice.

18. We emphasize the importance of the rule of law as one of the key 
elements of conflict prevention, peacekeeping, conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding, stress that justice, including transitional justice, is a 
fundamental building block of sustainable peace in countries in conflict 
and post-conflict situations, and stress the need for the international 
community, including the United Nations, to assist and support such 
countries, upon their request, as they may face special challenges during 
their transition.


